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We do not come from people who have had nothing. We come rather from people
who’ve had everything — except money, except political power, except freedom.
— Alice Walker, in We Who Believe in Freedom: Sweet Honey in the Rock...
Still On the Journey, edited by Bernice Johnson Reagon
The image on the cover of this issue of Peacework is stark: a field of burning
trash, a small child scavenging. The vast tracts of garbage proliferating on our planet
are surely the symptom of both the planning and the chaos that characterize our
current economic systems. Too many corporate and government leaders extract
financial wealth from the earth, dump everything else in a pile, and move on. The
world’s poor people — and especially its people of color — are often the unwilling hosts of these dumps. Worse, the most vulnerable human beings are themselves
perceived by the world’s economic elites as disposable resources.
Our global economy is, as many have pointed out, not new. People have always negotiated the terms of their labor, always traded — and people have always,
always picked up and moved when they needed to. These basic elements of the
world’s economies haven’t changed, and even the vast distances over which economic transactions are made aren’t greater than those traveled in ancient times.
Nor, to our shame, is the fact that much of what is bought and sold — from the
slave ships to “Mode 4” (see page 6) — is in essence the lives of human beings.
Resistance, too, has deep roots in the world’s cultures. Is there any folklore
without a story of a rebellious slave, a daring escape, a resourceful, hidden community? These stories are beacons for us, signs showing us that others have come
before who applaud our desire to escape exploitation. Many other stories that help
people to find a way out are not folktales but personal testimonies. The epiphany
that there is another way to live can be the spark that fuels revolutionary change,
in one person or in a movement.
But the romance of escape is not, and cannot be, the only motivation that
brings us together in struggle. Indeed, sometimes people’s yearning for “a better
life” has been used against them, and oppressed people find themselves pitted
against one another in a rigged race whose prize is alienation.
Solidarity is the other core element of the global movement for more free and
just economic systems. Many people of color who are organizing for labor rights
and economic justice are grounded in the awareness that for improvements to be
real and lasting, they must reach across racial lines, language barriers, color prejudices, and national boundaries.
Children don’t belong in garbage dumps because they are not garbage. The
activists in this issue of Peacework report some of the many examples of how racism drives economic injustice within and beyond the US. They also tell story after
story of how the world’s thrown-away people
are sharing the abundance of their courage,
brilliance, and vision. This is the wealth we can’t
afford to waste.

Sara Burke, Co-Editor
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Inequality, Gentrification, & the Right to the City
Gilda Haas is the Executive Director of Strategic
Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE; www.saje.net)
is an economic justice, community development, and popular education center that has
been in Los Angeles since 1996. The following
excerpt is from her remarks at ColorLines
Magazine’s racial justice organizing conference,
Facing Race 2008, held in Oakland, CA in
November 2008.

Los Angeles, CA,
2005. A graduate of Economic
Survival Class, a
10-week, bilingual
curriculum that
offers students
self-advocacy skills,
an understanding
of how everyday
systems work, contact information to
resource organizations, and financial
literacy. photo:

F

or the past ten years SAJE has
been working to build urban
land reform. We work in a part
of Los Angeles that is large by
organizer standards, but tiny with respect to the global nature of its problems. Our turf is South Central Los
Angeles, or more specifically, the
neighborhoods that are south of
downtown and surround the Staples
Center and the University of Southern
California (USC).
The area known as South Central has
recently been colonized by capital (or those
hoping to attract capital), and in the spirit
of all good colonizers, they have renamed it
as (depending on whom you ask) the
Figueroa Corridor, University Park, South
Park, or “South Los Angeles” — as though
removing the word “Central” could erase
the pain and conflict of the Watts Riots, the
1992 rebellions, and the current struggles
over contested terrain.
Two hundred thousand people live in
the ten- or eleven-square mile area we now
call the Figueroa Corridor. Once entirely
occupied by working class people of color,
this area has gradually and uncomfortably
begun to accommodate both economic
poles of one of the most unequal cities in
the nation, pushing out the low end to make
room for the high. For the present time,
both extremes coexist.

A New Common Sense
Change has been rapid — property values have quadrupled in the last five years.
And to my enormous frustration, the

STRATEGIC ACTIONS FOR
A JUST ECONOMY (WWW.
SAJE.net)

change has produced a new common sense.
Ten years ago, poor folks here were surrounded by people who looked like themselves. Their homes looked like their neighbors’ homes. Those people and buildings
are still here, but now that they are adjacent
to a 7,000-seat live theater, a stadium, and
loft dwellings, the pervasive common sense
by the new person on the street is that it’s
those poor people and their homes that have
got to go. They don’t belong. They don’t fit
in.
Part of common sense is produced by
what you can see with your eyes and part of
common sense is the consciousness with
which you see it. If you cannot see or know
the injuries that moved that building from
norm to anomaly, you cannot imagine a
need for reconciliation and reparations.
In order to determine what is fair and
what is right in the economy, you need to
witness and know and believe that human
decisions were made in the face of — or in
the service of — injustice. This is important

because once you know this, once you know
that it wasn’t “the market,” that it wasn’t a
“natural cycle,” that it wasn’t inevitable, then
you can believe in change. You can witness
and know and believe that other human
decisions can make it right, take it back, and
produce justice.

Homegrown Organizing
Cecilia Nuñez was born in the Figueroa
Corridor. When she was a child she lived
across the street from where SAJE is located
now, in a sweet little duplex which no longer exists. When she walked to school, she
watched the houses in her neighborhood,
nice houses she thought, get torn down and
replaced by brick and concrete warehouses
and factories that housed low-wage jobs.
Finally, adding insult to injury, the school
district threatened to take her neighborhood
by eminent domain to build a new school.
Cecilia couldn’t see the racial expulsive
zoning that replaced residential land uses
with industrial ones, a practice common in
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working class communities of color around
the country in the sixties and seventies. But
she knew it was wrong. With quiet determination she stayed in her neighborhood.
She became a legal secretary, managed
to transcend redlining and gender discrimination, and bought a house — although
she did have to pay interest rates of 16%
or 17%.
She was there when a redevelopment
agency, to accommodate USC’s expansion,
took nearby stores and homes by eminent
domain, tore them down, and left the rubble in place for four years.
She was there when USC held community meetings about a commercial development which it promised would bring
2,000 jobs to the community, and she was
there to see the proposed site used instead
as a university parking lot for the next 13
years and finally used as the location for

the USC Galen Sports Arena.
The whole time she watched, she talked
to neighbors, determined to take her neighborhood back.
Cecilia organized her neighbors into
Neighbors for an Improved Community.
They joined the Figueroa Corridor Coalition for Economic Justice. We are placing
1200 people in jobs this year through an
agreement negotiated by that coalition with
developers to target employment opportunities to area residents. Cecilia is on the
Board of the Figueroa Corridor Community Land Trust, which got a school built
not on land occupied by residents and businesses, but on the site of an abandoned
dairy. Cecilia Nuñez is only one of many
grassroots urban planners who are taking
back the land, the plans, the ideas of who
and what the city is for. She is at the edge
of history, and so are we.
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A Right to the City
We are building a movement for urban
land reform. We are demanding a right to
the city, along with our brothers and sisters
across the country, as part of a coalition of
base-building organizations together with
allies (www.righttothecity.org).
Specifically, we are working to criminalize slumlords; to expand tenants’ rights;
and to make sure that development improves the lives of the people who live in
the neighborhood.
And finally, we are working to give the
people more control over land. In our area,
we are taking that to the streets in our mobile planning lab — our decked out popup trailer, so we can have instant democratic planning in any neighborhood in the
Figueroa Corridor. Watch out for us — one
of these days we are going to roll on up to
your street.

SECURITY WITHOUT EMPIRE:
A NATIONAL ORGANIZING CONFERENCE
ON FOREIGN MILITARY BASES
February 27-March 2, 2009
American University, Washington DC
From Okinawa and Guam to Honduras, Germany, and Iraq, people who have
suffered from the abuses inherent to foreign military bases have been calling for
their withdrawal. People in the US have joined this call, outraged by the damage
done by US bases abroad and by their expense, which diverts $138 billion a year
from addressing human needs and revitalizing our economy. Representatives of
13 organizations have come together to organize a national conference on the
closing and withdrawal of military bases.
This interactive conference will feature workshops, presentations by international and local activists, planning for action, lobby skills session, a Pentagon vigil,
and Congressional advocacy.

Los Angeles, CA, 2005. In the winter of
2004/2005, the owners of the Morrison
Hotel turned off the heat and left the
tenants without hot water. Community
members brought the city attorney’s office and the media down to the building
to get the heat turned back on. photo:
STRATEGIES FOR A JUST ECONOMY (WWW.SAJE.NET)
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Speakers include: Walden Bello (Philippines), Jana Glivicka (Czech Republic),
Raed Jarrar (Iraq), Ko Yu Kyoung (Korea), Wafula Okumi (South Africa), Suzuyo
Takazato (Okinawa), Cynthia Enloe (US — Clark University), Bruce Gagnon (US —
Global Network Against Weapons in Space), John Lindsay-Poland (US — Fellowship
of Reconciliation), Zia Mian (US — Princeton University), & Ann Wright (US — diplomat & retired US Army colonel)
Organized by: The National Project on US Military Bases (www.projectonmilitarybases.org)
To register and learn more: www.projectonmilitarybases.org; ggold@afsc.org;
617/661-6130
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Whose New World Order?

Mode 4 and the UN Convention on the Rights of Migrants
David Bacon is a writer and photojournalist
based in Berkeley, California. This excerpt is
from his most recent book, Illegal People: How
Globalization Creates Migration and
Criminalizes Immigrants (Beacon Press, 2008).
To read his articles and see more of his
photography, visit http://dbacon.igc.org.

A

political alliance is developing between countries with
a labor export policy, and
the corporations that dominate the World Trade Organization.
Many countries sending migrants to
the developed world depend on remittances to finance social services, provide capital for small enterprises, and
keep the lid on social discontent over
poverty and joblessness. Corporations
using that displaced labor have a growing interest with those governments in
regulating the system that supplies
it.
On a world scale, the migratory flow
caused by displacement is still generally selfinitiated. In other words, while people may
be driven by forces beyond their control,
they move at their own will and discretion,
trying to find survival and economic opportunity, and to reunite their families and
create new communities in the countries
they now call home. That stream of labor
is not all unskilled. Rajiv Dabhadkar, an
engineer who has written on the injustices
of the US work visa system, describes “a
significant new group of nations where the
average citizen is poor, but the nation as a
whole is technologically advanced and economically powerful, like China, India, Brazil, Russia, and Thailand. Technical education in these countries is both cheap and
advanced, thanks to the internet and the
easy movement of ethnic technocrats between the developed world and their countries of origin.”
The idea of managing the flow is grow-

ing. During the negotiations at the Hong
Kong summit of the World Trade Organization in 2005, a proposal was introduced
for the first time, to begin regulating the
movement of people along with the movement of capital and goods. As the WTO
further regulated the modes in which services are provided in the world economy, it
began to propose regulating the movement
of people themselves as the “providers of
services” in what was called Mode 4. The
Mode 4 program was originally proposed
for skilled workers and executives, and included salespeople, corporate managers and
specialists, foreign employees of corporate
subsidiaries, and independent contractors
like doctors and architects. Labor-exporting
countries, however, have advocated expanding the range of jobs to include construction
workers, domestic workers, and other lessskilled employment.
As in all guest worker programs, the
visas of these workers would require them
to remain employed, and they would be deported if they lost their jobs. Contractors
would be allowed to recruit workers in one
country and sell their labor in another. The
visas of these workers would all be temporary, and they would not be able to become
permanent residents. Countries contracting
for these guest workers could regulate the
number admitted and establish conditions
under which they could be employed. The
WTO opposes the regulation of any standards of employment, and says they should
be regulated by the International Labor Organization instead. Over many decades,
however, the ILO has been unable to establish any mandatory standards or wages, nor
any enforcement mechanism to punish any
countries or corporations who violate its
voluntary standards.
The economic reforms that displace
communities, like privatization and the end
of subsidies, are all mandated by the WTO

and international trade agreements. Displacement, therefore, will continue under
this scheme, while protection for workers
and migrants will be voluntary and ineffective. Essentially, it will produce migrant
labor on a huge scale, and give corporations
and compliant governments the freedom to
exploit it without regulation or limits.

Workers are Human Beings, not
Commodities
A number of US human and immigrant
rights organizations issued a statement during the WTO negotiations opposing Mode
4, including the American Friends Service
Committee, the National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador, Filipino Civil Rights Advocates, the
Teamsters Union, United Food and Commercial Workers, Public Services International, and 55 others. They criticized the
impact of the export of skilled workers on
developing countries, and predicted that the
scheme would violate the rights of migrants
themselves.
Migrant Rights International also criticized the Mode 4 proposal. Genevieve Gencianos of MRI said global immigration policy should be based on protection of the
rights of migrants, rather than regulating
their movement in the interest of employers. “Trade and investment liberalization,”
she said, “have eroded basic human rights.
These include the right to quality public
services (such as health and education), jobs
at home, sustainable agriculture, indigenous
knowledge, self-determination, and human
security for all. These violations...have directly and indirectly driven people out of
their home countries to become migrant
workers abroad.”
While sub-Saharan Africa needs
620,000 nurses to cope with the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, she said, 23,000 health profes-

February 2009 |

sionals leave the region every year for jobs
in developed countries. Contract labor programs, especially those employing women,
have mushroomed in east Asia, and now
include 242,000 domestic workers in Hong
Kong, 674,000 factory, construction and
domestic workers in South Korea and
120,000 care givers in Taiwan. In defining
them as service providers, “the migrant
worker has been dehumanized and commodified,” Gencianos said. “The WTO is
effectively stripping the worker of his or her
basic human rights.” Because the impact is
greatest on women, she predicted “irreversible negative social impacts to families left
back home.”
While this is a convenient arrangement
for wealthy nations, it has severe disadvantages for poorer ones. The cost of maintaining and reproducing this international migrant labor force falls on countries least able
to afford it. The remittances of migrant
workers become the main source of income
for the communities from which they come.
Large corporations and industries of wealthy
countries get the benefit of this labor force,
and workers themselves pay the cost of
maintaining it.

Beyond “Illegal”
Developing countries do, however,
have an alternative framework for protecting the rights and status of this migrant
population. Both Gencianos and the statement by rights advocates urged that instead
of regulating migration through the WTO,
countries ratify and implement the UN
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families. “Rather
than reduce migrants to a factor of production, or a commodity to be exported and
imported, migration policy must acknowledge migrants as human beings and address
their dignity and human rights,” the statement concluded.
The UN convention was adopted in
1990. It affirms the basic human rights of
all migrant workers and their families, documented or undocumented. It supports
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A young man in
his sleeping tent in
a camp set up by
migrant indigenous
workers from the
Mexican state
of Oaxaca. The
workers live under
tarps next to a field
of wine grapes.
These workers are
Chatinos, who use
their cultural practices and family ties
to support each
other in Sonoma
County, CA, one
of the wealthiest
wine-producing
areas of the US.
Photo ©2009 David
Bacon

family reunification, establishes the principle
of equality of treatment with citizens of the
host country in relation to employment and
education, protects migrants against collective deportation, and makes both sending
and receiving countries responsible for protecting these rights. All countries retain the
right to determine who is admitted to their
territories, and under what conditions people gain the right to work. The Convention
does not answer all questions posed by migration in a world economic system. But it
takes two basic steps that still paralyze the
US debate. It recognizes the new global scale
of migration and its permanence. And it
starts by protecting the rights of people, especially those with the least power — migrants themselves.
In the US immigration debate, proponents of restrictions usually argue they are

only directed at undocumented immigrants.
But maintaining this distinction between
legal and illegal status has become a code
for preserving inequality, a tiered system dividing people into those with rights and
those without. Guest worker schemes set
up similar tiers — in effect, another form
of illegality or rightlessness. Once established, growing inequality eventually affects
all immigrants, including legal or permanent
residents. The 1996 debate over the Clinton immigration reform began by proposing increased enforcement against the undocumented, but ended by denying even
legal immigrants Social Security and other
benefits and rights they’d previously enjoyed.
The effects of inequality spread beyond immigrants to citizens as well, especially in a
society which has historically defined unequal status by skin color and sex.
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Remitters, Unite!

Migrant Workers Draw on their Financial Power
Francis Calpotura is Director of the
Transnational Institute for Grassroots Research
and Action (TIGRA) in Oakland, CA (www.
transnationalaction.org). This excerpt is from his
remarks at ColorLines Magazine’s racial justice
organizing conference, Facing Race 2008.

A

t the end of the first decade
of the twenty-first century,
we find ourselves in a global
recession that is likely not to
abate anytime soon. And one of the
human consequences of failed global
economic policies is mass migration.
One in thirty-five people in the world
today lives in a country that they weren’t
born in. Together, they would make the
world’s fifth most populous country.
Export of labor has become a central
economic policy for developing countries
to meet the demands for cheap labor in the
more developed countries. The Philippines,
for example, exports 3,000 workers each day
to more than a hundred different countries,
and is dependent on their remittances to account for 15% of its GDP. Remittances, or
the money sent home by migrant workers
to their families, constitute at least 10% of
the GDP of 15 countries.

The Power of Remittances
There is a multi-billion dollar industry
devoted to money transfer to capture the
$360 billion per year (and growing) sent
through the wires by these migrant workers.
It’s an industry which is largely unregulated,
and which extracts wealth from the most
economically marginalized communities all
over the world. The check-cashing businesses, “payday loan” lenders, and pawnshops which litter low-income communities
of color function as the financial institutions
of poor people — taking advantage of their
need to support their loved ones.
If these migrant workers, expelled from
their countries and communities by the

Manhattan, NY, May 10, 2007. On a march to the annual shareholders’ meeting
of Western Union, TIGRA offers a Mother’s Day card to the company’s CEO: “Dear
Christina Gold, We urge you to support families around the world by adopting the
Transnational Community Benefits Agreement: lower fees, fair exchange rates, and
community reinvestment… within the next 100 days.” photo: UNITED FOR A FAIR ECONOMY

need to work and support their families,
were considered a company and their remittances as revenues, then they would be the
third largest company in the world, behind
Wal-Mart and Exxon-Mobil. And therein
lies a potential we are only just beginning to
recognize: the power of our money to
change the economic equation that has led
to our displacement, allowing the next generation the option to stay or migrate. That’s
the vision that we embark on at TIGRA.
One priority is to target the corporations
that depend on our money. The average fee
taken out of an international wire transfer
is over 7 %. We need to isolate companies
that remain invested in the old economic
order, but also persuade as many as we can
to take risks with a new business model. We
have been working with money transfer
companies to sign Transnational Commu-

nity Benefits Agreements, representing a
commitment to reinvest at least 1% of their
pre-tax profits to communities, engage in
profit-sharing with organizations that work
with them, and adopt racial justice screens
on their investments (i.e. no investments in
projects that displace communities).
But accountability isn’t enough. We
want to promote and create alternative systems that can serve the immediate needs of
people and build for the future. We want
companies (and governments) to assist migrant workers to save and invest a portion
of their remittances to strengthen community-based economic projects so that migration can become an option and not a necessity for livelihood. We’d like to increase our
control of financial flows within and between countries, and to support sustainable
and empowering development projects with
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the surplus value of our labor.
And finally, we need to develop and nurture a constituency rallying around big ideas,
and self-assured about its unapologetic claim
to want to change the course of history.

Changing the Story
I know something about the value of
that monthly wire transfer. It meant clothes
and books for school, even a celebration feast
(of more than fried fish or Spam) once in a
while. But $250 a month, sent faithfully by
my mother working as a nurse’s aide in San
Francisco, didn’t prevent my family from
having to move and separate. It didn’t prevent my father from seeing his kids leave,
one by one, for the United States.
My father was the son of a sharecropper,
the first of his clan from a small rural town
in the Philippines to make it to the capital
city of Manila. He became a self-employed
lawyer and helped raise eight kids so that
each one could go to college. This proud
man was trying to keep his self-respect intact, as he had to accept the fact that he could
no longer provide for his family. He spent
his last years back in the rural town of his
youth.
I never did ask him how he felt about all
of this, how he reconciled the course of his
life and his family’s. He died in the houseon-stilts where he grew up, a house that now
shelters a new generation of sharecroppers.
Remittances, and the migration of an
entire family, failed to fundamentally change
the collective destiny of Calpoturas in rural
Philippines. And my family’s experience is
much like that of many, many others.
Our collective agenda is to alter history
by redefining our families’ relationship with
governments and corporations. Our sweat,
our endurance, our ingenuity, and our indomitable spirits have carried us to this moment — so we can tell the story of when we
had to risk everything to travel to the unknown and how we learned to persevere even
when met with hateful ignorance.
Now we are asked to risk once more: for
transformative action from below for a different and a better world for all of us.
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Recognizing and Resisting
Global Apartheid
Liepollo Pheko is the Policy and Advocacy
Director of The Trade Collective

M

y grandmother used to say
that there is nothing new
under the sun. There is
nothing untried, no suffering that is new, and no struggle that
is entirely unique.
Trade is not new. It is the oldest human
economic activity. International trade too
has an ancient history. Africa has been engaged in global economic activity since long
before the Trans-Atlantic slave trade, and its
role in this sphere was expanded during the
colonialist scramble by European nations in
the 19th century. Today’s ongoing trade relations are part of an ongoing campaign of
the Global North to retain access to and
power over Africa’s vast resources. The free
trade agreements, which are intended to
provide unfettered access to the resources of
the Global South, are therefore also the focus
of the global struggles for economic self-determination.
One of the challenges of addressing poverty is a fundamental one of definition. Globalization has legitimized a standard of living
determined by an exclusive minority. These
few define what is best not only for themselves but for the rest of us, and arbitrarily
set $1.00 a day as our share. We say NO.
We must all eat and we must all be full in
our stomach.
Furthermore, a rising movement states
that true development lies beyond growth
and efficiency and should instead enable
dignified lives. The World Bank Poverty Report of 1990 defines poverty as “the inability to attain a minimal standard of living”.
This definition hinges on three aspects:
• A measurement of the standard
of living;
• A clear conception of a minimal
standard of living; and

• The encapsulation of the severity of poverty in a single index
(World Bank, 1990:25).
In reality, poverty surpasses concrete living conditions and material circumstances
to encompass access to processes, to tools
and instruments that effect meaningful
transformation. Poverty is an interlocking,
multidimensional social phenomenon. Poverty can be defined as pain, as daily humiliations, as having to make unacceptable
choices — such as whether to use limited
funds to save the life of a family member, or
use those same funds to feed one’s children.
Global apartheid, stated briefly, is an international system of minority rule whose
attributes include: differential access to basic
human rights; wealth and power structured
by race and place; and structural racism embedded in global economic processes, political institutions, and cultural assumptions.
Global apartheid is more than a metaphor. The concept captures fundamental
characteristics of the current world order
missed by such labels as “neoliberalism,”
“globalization,” and even “corporate globalization.” Most important, it clearly defines
what is fundamentally unacceptable about
the current system, strips it of the aura of
inevitability, and puts global justice and substantive democracy on the agenda as the
requirements for its transformation. It
proves that the construct and its results are
not unassailable. It proves that my late
grandmother was — as always — right.
For me, resistance is the evidence that I
am still alive on this planet, that I still believe
it to be worth fighting for. Resistance is life;
it is like breathing, it is the mother of hope.
It is just as essential as the earth that we defend. We must breathe. And keep breathing
until, indeed, the struggles my grandmother
spoke of are won.
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Justice is Served

Restaurant Workers Organize in the US and Around the World
Saru Jayaraman is Co-Director of the
Restaurant Opportunities Center-United. Since
its inception in April 2002, ROC has sought to
provide support to the non-unionized
restaurant workforce. This excerpt is from her
remarks on November 15, 2008 at ColorLines
Magazine’s Facing Race 2008 Conference.

T

o introduce some of the intertwined issues of the global
economy, the US restaurant
industry, and racial justice, I
want to tell you about my friend Sekou
Siby — who is himself, as so many of
us are, a product of globalization. Siby
is an immigrant from Ivory Coast,
which is in West Africa. He was a student organizer involved in political
campaigns in Ivory Coast, and then
conflict erupted and he really had to
get out, and he came to the United
States. Back home in Ivory Coast, Siby
was a French teacher, he had a degree
— he speaks five or six languages. He
came to the United States and ended
up working in restaurants, like so
many people who come from all over
the world. In September 2001, Siby
was working at Windows on the
World, the restaurant at the top of the
World Trade Center in New York City.
Siby had a hard time after the September 11 attacks because the weekend
before, he had been playing soccer
with a lot of the other immigrant
workers who ended up dying that day.
When the Restaurant Opportunities
Center was formed in New York in
2002, Siby was its first member, along
with many other former Windows on
the World workers. He became an organizer with ROC, then a lead organizer, and is now Executive Director
of the organization in New York. To
me, Siby’s story encapsulates much of
what is going on globally and how it

New York City, April 10, 2008. Delivery workers protest low wages at the Saigon Grill
in Union Square. photo: DAN MELINGER

affects us locally.
The restaurant industry is now the largest private sector employer by far in the
United States. It has about 13 million employees nationwide. This is related to the
global phenomenon of manufacturing either leaving the United States, or disappearing completely because of technology.
What’s taking over is a service economy both
in the United States and worldwide. And
within the service economy, the restaurant
industry in particular is growing by leaps
and bounds. These jobs are being filled by
people who have been ‘globalized’ out of
their countries, either due to land loss or due
to political issues for which, in many cases,
the United States is partly responsible.
In large part the industry is made up of
very low wage jobs, and there is terrible exploitation. But what most people don’t
know is that there actually are living wage
jobs in this industry. A server in a fine dining restaurant in New York or even in De-

troit or Los Angeles can make more than
$100,000 a year. However, people of color
and immigrants are not able to access those
jobs. There’s a glass ceiling. ROC United is
a national restaurant workers’ organization
which grew out of a local organization called
ROC New York, which Fekkak Mamdouh
(co-author of The Accidental American) and
I founded right after the September 11 attacks. Our model is to fight large, high-profile restaurant companies and get them to
do things they never would have thought of
doing, like provide paid sick days and promotions and health insurance and job security and grievance procedures. We have been
able to win these improvements for thousands of workers, in addition to restoring
about $5 million in stolen tips and unpaid
wages.
That’s one aspect of our work, but at the
same time we are showing a different way
of doing things. We have opened a workerowned, fine dining restaurant in New York

February 2009 |

City called Colors. It is a restaurant in the
evening and during the day it is a huge training facility where we train workers of color
to advance to these living wage jobs. We also
do research and policy work (see www.rocny.
org).

New Opportunites for Solidarity
We are creating a new alliance of workers all up and down the food chain. We work
with farm workers, meat and poultry processing workers, food retail and distribution
workers, supermarket workers, and restaurant workers. One of the groups in the alliance is an international food workers’ group
because we know that the food system is international. We know that our food comes
from elsewhere and ends up on our tables
in the fancy fine dining restaurants, but the
laborers have not been talking to each other,
so we created this alliance to bring us to-

gether and ultimately impact the food system. We go to big fancy conferences like
Slow Food Nation, and we say “As long as
you’re thinking about sustainable and local
food, let’s talk about sustainable labor conditions too, because you’re never ever going
to have a sustainable food system without
sustainable labor conditions. Especially because nobody is going to be able to afford
all these fancy products you’re making with
alternative and locally grown ingredients, if
none of us have good wages.”
There are now ROC chapters in other
parts of the US, and we’re very excited that
we are beginning to interact with the global
restaurant workers’ movement. This has to
be the way forward — developing international labor standards and international
worker solidarity around the world. There
are really amazing and creative ideas around
the world that we are beginning to import
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to strengthen our organizing.
Recently we were able to meet with the
restaurant workers’ union in Mexico (thanks
to TIGRA). We asked them, do you ever
have this problem where they hire the white
people in the front in these fine dining restaurants in Mexico City and the darkerskinned Mexicans in the back? And they
said, we never really had that issue before,
but more recently all these American corporations have started to come into Mexico
City and set up hotels and set up restaurants,
and usually they come in and the first thing
they say is “Can we have a tall, whiteskinned Mexican working in the front of
the house?” What this means is that globalization is not just about exporting horrible
jobs, and exporting exploitation, it’s also
about exporting US racism.
And what is our response to that? It is
to globalize racial justice.

In Brazil, Indians Rejoice as Supreme Court Affirms Land Rights
Compiled from “The Dark Side of Brazil’s Agribusiness Boom” by Isabella Kenfield for Global Alternatives (http://
globalalternatives.org) and information at Survival International, the Movement for Tribal Peoples (www.survivalinternational.org)
As Brazil’s economy booms from rising agricultural commodity prices worldwide, conflicts over land in the Amazon are
also on the rise. At times, the region appears to be ungovernable for the administration of President “Lula” da Silva and
the governing Workers’ Party, which face strong pressure to yield to the interests of agribusiness.
Since it came to power in 2003, the Lula government has been embroiled in a conflict between six large-scale rice growers and 19,000 indigenous people over 4.2 million acres of Amazon grassland, forest and river called Raposa Serra do
Sol, in the northernmost state of Roraíma, on the border with Venezuela and Guyana.
Raposa Serra do Sol was demarcated as a single, continuous indigenous reserve by the administration of Fernando Henrique
Cardoso in 1998, and signed into law by President Lula in 2005. Since then, the rice growers, who arrived in the region
in the early 1990s, have been required by law to leave their large, landed estates, and offered financial compensation to
do so. Yet they have refused. Instead, the rice growers and other agribusiness interests petitioned the Supreme Court to
overturn the decision, changing the demarcation to make it discontinuous, thereby allowing the rice growers to remain
on the reserve in “islands.”
Leading the struggle to change the demarcation is Paulo Cesar Quartiero, the largest rice farmer in Roraíma and president
of the Association of Rice Producers of Roraíma, a powerful group of rice growers integrated into national agribusiness
markets. In March of 2008, when dozens of indigenous people began to nonviolently agitate for full demarcation of Raposa
Serra do Sol, the federal government ordered federal police to remove Quartiero and the other rice farmers, who thwarted
the operation by blowing up bridges into the reserve. In May, when several indians nonviolently occupied land controlled
by Quartiero, he organized a militia to attack them with firearms and explosives, wounding ten people.
On December 10, 2008, Indians across Brazil celebrated as the majority of judges in the Supreme Court (eight out of
eleven) ruled to uphold the continuous demarcation. Makuxi leader Jacir José de Souza of the Indigenous Council of
Roraima said, “The land is our mother. We are happy that [our land] has been reclaimed and that the Supreme Court has
vindicated indigenous people.” The judges also ruled that the farmers must leave Raposa Serra do Sol, but did not specify
when. This will be decided in February 2009, when the remaining three judges deliver their rulings.
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How Many Divisions?
Uri Avnery is a journalist and peace activist
with Gush Shalom (www.gush-shalom.org). This
article was published by Gush Shalom on
January 10, 2009.

N

early seventy years ago, in
the course of World War II,
a heinous crime was committed in the city of Leningrad. For more than a thousand days,
a gang of extremists called “the Red
Army” held the town’s millions of inhabitants hostage and provoked retaliation from the German Wehrmacht
against the population centers. The
Germans had no alternative but to
bomb and shell the population and to

impose a total blockade, which caused
the deaths of hundreds of thousands.
Some time before that, a similar crime
was committed in England. The Churchill
gang hid among the population of London,
misusing the millions of citizens as a human
shield. The Germans were compelled to
send their Luftwaffe and reluctantly reduce
the city to ruins. They called it the Blitz.
This is the description that would now
appear in the history books — if the Germans had won the war.
Absurd? No more than the daily descriptions in our media, which are being repeated
ad nauseam: The Hamas terrorists use the
inhabitants of Gaza as “hostages” and exploit

Gaza, January
2009.
photo: SHAREEF SARHAN

the women and children as “human shields,”
they leave us no alternative but to carry out
massive bombardments, in which, to our
deep sorrow, thousands of women, children,
and unarmed men are killed and injured.
In this war, as in every modern war, propaganda plays a major role. The disparity
between the forces, between the Israeli army
— with its airplanes, gunships, drones, warships, artillery, and tanks — and the few
thousand lightly armed Hamas fighters, is
one to a thousand, perhaps one to a million.
In the political arena the gap between them
is even wider. But in the propaganda war,
the gap is almost infinite.
Almost all the Western media initially
repeated the official Israeli propaganda line.
They almost entirely ignored the Palestinian
side of the story, not to mention the daily
demonstrations of the Israeli peace camp.
The rationale of the Israeli government
(“The state must defend its citizens against
the Qassam rockets”) has been accepted as
the whole truth. The view from the other
side, that the Qassams are a retaliation for
the siege that starves the one and a half million inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, was not
mentioned at all.
Only when the horrible scenes from
Gaza started to appear on Western TV
screens, did world public opinion gradually
begin to change.
True, Western and Israeli TV channels
showed only a tiny fraction of the dreadful
events that appear 24 hours every day on Al
Jazeera’s Arabic channel, but one picture of
a dead baby in the arms of its terrified father
is more powerful than a thousand elegantly
constructed sentences from the Israeli army
spokesperson. And that is what is decisive,
in the end.

The Life of the Lie
War — every war — is the realm of lies.
Whether called propaganda or psychological warfare, everybody accepts that it is right
to lie for one’s country. Anyone who speaks
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the truth runs the risk of being branded a
traitor.
The trouble is that propaganda is most
convincing for the propagandist him- or
herself. And after you convince yourself that
a lie is the truth and falsification reality, you
can no longer make rational decisions.
An example of this process surrounds
one of the most shocking atrocities of this
war: the shelling of the UN Fakhura school
in the Jabaliya refugee camp.
Immediately after the incident became
known throughout the world, the army “revealed” that Hamas fighters had been firing
mortars from near the school entrance. As
proof they released an aerial photo which
indeed showed the school and the mortar.
But within a short time the official army liar
had to admit that the photo was more than
a year old. In brief: a falsification.
Later the official liar claimed that “our
soldiers were shot at from inside the school.”
Barely a day passed before the army had to
admit to UN personnel that this was a lie,
too. Nobody had shot from inside the
school, no Hamas fighters were inside the
school, which was full of terrified refugees.
But the admission made hardly any difference anymore. By that time, the Israeli
public was completely convinced that “they
shot from inside the school,” and TV announcers stated this as a simple fact.
So it went with the other atrocities.
Every baby metamorphosed, in the act of
dying, into a Hamas terrorist. Every bombed
mosque instantly became a Hamas base,
every apartment building an arms cache,
every school a terror command post, every
civilian government building a “symbol of
Hamas rule.” Thus the Israeli army retained
its purity as the “most moral army in the
world.”
The truth is that the atrocities are a direct result of the war plan. The real aim
(apart from gaining seats in the coming elections) is to terminate the rule of Hamas in
the Gaza Strip. In the imagination of the
planners, Hamas is an invader which has
gained control of a foreign country. The reality is, of course, entirely different.
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Boston, MA, January 10, 2007. Mourning March for victims of the war in Gaza.
photo ©2009 ELLen SHUB

The Hamas movement won the majority of the votes in the eminently democratic
elections that took place in the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. It won
because the Palestinians had come to the
conclusion that Fatah’s peaceful approach
had gained precisely nothing from Israel —
neither a freeze of the settlements, nor release
of the prisoners, nor any significant steps
toward ending the occupation and creating
the Palestinian state. Hamas is deeply rooted
in the population — not only as a resistance
movement fighting the foreign occupier, like
the Irgun and the Stern Group in the past
— but also as a political and religious body
that provides social, educational, and medical services.
From the point of view of the population, the Hamas fighters are not a foreign
body, but the sons of every family in the
Strip and the other Palestinian regions.
They do not “hide behind the population,”
the population views them as their only
defenders.
Therefore, the whole operation is based
on erroneous assumptions. Turning Gaza
into living hell does not cause the population to rise up against Hamas, but on the
contrary, it unites behind Hamas and reinforces its determination not to surrender.

The population of Leningrad did not rise
up against Stalin, any more than the Londoners rose up against Churchill.
The person who gives the order for such
a war with such methods in a densely populated area knows that it will cause dreadful
slaughter of civilians. Apparently that did
not touch Ehud Barak. Or he believed that
“they will change their ways” and “it will
sear their consciousness,”so that in future
they will not dare to resist Israel.
A top priority for the planners was the
need to minimize casualties among the soldiers, knowing that the mood of a large part
of pro-war public would change if reports
of such casualties came in. That is what happened in Lebanon Wars I and II.
This consideration played an especially
important role because the entire war is a
part of the election campaign. Ehud Barak,
who gained in the polls in the first days of
the war, knew that his ratings would collapse
if pictures of dead soldiers filled the TV
screens.
Therefore, a new doctrine was applied:
to avoid losses among our soldiers by the
total destruction of everything in their path.
The planners were not only ready to kill 80
Palestinians to save one Israeli soldier, as has
happened, but also 800. The avoidance of
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We Need a Change in Israel/Palestine Policy
This open letter is from the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation. To
sign on as an individual or as an organization, visit www.endtheoccupation.org.
Dear President Obama,
Last year, you pledged to “take an active role, and make a personal commitment
to do all I can to advance the cause of [Israeli-Palestinian] peace from the start of
my Administration.” We are eager to work with you to fulfill this goal.
To do so, your Administration should break with past policies of unconditional
support for Israel’s illegal military occupation of the Palestinian West Bank, East
Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip, and change US policy toward Israel/Palestine to support human rights, international law, and equality.
To become an honest and effective broker, your Administration should:
• Insist that Israel ends its siege of the Gaza Strip. Israel has deliberately impoverished the 1.5 million residents of the Gaza Strip and caused a humanitarian
catastrophe of dire proportions by prohibiting the delivery of food, medicine,
fuel, and electricity. Your Administration should insist on the illegality of collective punishment and support the human rights of Palestinians such as freedom of movement as a first step towards ending Israel’s occupation of the
Gaza Strip.
• Demand a freeze in the construction of settlements and Israel’s Wall in the
West Bank. Israel’s West Bank settlements, including those in East Jerusalem,
are all illegal under international law, and the International Court of Justice
ruled in 2004 that Israel’s Wall is illegal and must be torn down. Halting this
construction should be a first step toward dismantling the infrastructure of
Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem, which former President
Jimmy Carter, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and others have labeled “apartheid.”
• Hold Israel accountable for its misuse of US weapons. In 2007, the United States
and Israel agreed to increase military aid to Israel by 25% over the next decade,
totaling $30 billion. During the Bush Administration, Israel killed more than
2,000 Palestinian civilians who took no part in hostilities, often with US weapons in violation of the Arms Export Control and Foreign Assistance Acts. Your
Administration should hold Israel accountable for these violations of US law
and cut off military aid as required by law, rather than increase it.
• End the US veto protecting Israel at the United Nations. The United States has
used its veto power at the UN more than 40 times since 1972 to shield Israel
from the consequences of its violations of human rights, UN resolutions, and
international law. Your Administration should work with, not in opposition to,
the international community so that human rights, UN resolutions, and international law are applied and enforced uniformly.
• Base a just peace on human rights, international law, and equality. Such a policy is the only way to ensure the legitimate security needs of all peoples and
can only be achieved by engaging in dialogue with all interested parties. A
just and lasting Israeli-Palestinian peace includes the complete end of Israel’s
military occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip; a resolution to the Palestinian refugee issue consistent with international law and
UN resolutions, including the right of return and/or compensation; and full
equality for Palestinian citizens of Israel. A policy denying Palestinians these
rights will only lead to yet another failed “peace process”.

casualties on our side is the overriding commandment, which is causing record numbers of civilian casualties on the other side.
That means the conscious choice of an
especially cruel kind of warfare — and that
has been its Achilles heel.
Ehud Barak cannot imagine how decent
people around the world react to actions like
the killing of whole extended families, the
destruction of houses over the heads of their
inhabitants, the rows of boys and girls in
white shrouds ready for burial, the reports
about people bleeding to death over days
because ambulances are not allowed to reach
them, the killing of doctors and medics on
their way to save lives, the killing of UN drivers bringing in food. The pictures of the hospitals, with the dead, the dying and the injured lying together on the floor for lack of
space, have shocked the world. No argument
has any force next to an image of a wounded
little girl lying on the floor, twisting with
pain and crying out: “Mama! Mama!”
The planners thought that they could
stop the world from seeing these images by
forcibly preventing press coverage. The Israeli journalists, to their shame, agreed to be
satisfied with the reports and photos provided by the Army, as if they were authentic
news, while they themselves remained miles
away from the events. Foreign journalists
were not allowed in either, until they protested and were taken for quick tours in selected and supervised groups. But in a modern war, such a sterile manufactured view
cannot completely exclude all others — the
cameras are inside the Strip, in the middle
of the hell, and cannot be controlled.

A War That Can’t Be Won
The battle for the TV screen is one of
the decisive battles of the war.
Hundreds of millions of Arabs from
Mauritania to Iraq see the pictures and are
horrified. This has a strong impact on the
war. Many of the viewers see the rulers of
Egypt, Jordan, and the Palestinian Authority as collaborators with Israel in carrying
out these atrocities against their Palestinian
brothers and sisters.
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The security services of the Arab regimes are registering a dangerous ferment
among the people. Hosny Mubarak, the
most exposed Arab leader because of his
closing of the Rafah crossing in the face of
terrified refugees, started to pressure the
decision-makers in Washington, who until
that time had blocked all calls for a ceasefire. These began to understand the menace
to vital American interests in the Arab world
and suddenly changed their attitude —
causing consternation among the complacent Israeli diplomats.
People with moral insanity cannot really understand the motives of normal people and must guess their reactions. “How
many divisions has the Pope?” Stalin
sneered. “How many divisions have people
of conscience?” Ehud Barak may well be
asking.
As it turns out, they do have some. Not
numerous. Not very quick to react. But at
a certain moment, when the atrocities overflow and masses of protesters come together,
that can decide a war.
The failure to grasp the nature of
Hamas has caused a failure to grasp the predictable results. Even if the Israeli army were
to succeed in killing every Hamas fighter,
even then Hamas would win. The Hamas
fighters would be seen as the paragons of
the Arab nation, the heroes of the Palestinian people, models for emulation by every
youngster in the Arab world.
If the war ends with Hamas still standing, bloodied but unvanquished, in face of
the mighty Israeli military machine, it will
look like a fantastic victory, a victory of
mind over matter.
What will be seared into the consciousness of the world will be the image of Israel
as a blood-stained monster, ready at any
moment to commit war crimes and not
prepared to abide by any moral restraints.
This will have severe consequences for our
long-term future, our standing in the world,
our chance of achieving peace and quiet.
In the end, this war is a crime against
ourselves too, a crime against the State of
Israel.
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Tel Aviv, Israel, January 4, 2009. Sixteen activists were brought to court after they
were arrested during a protest outside an Israeli air force base.
photo: Oren Ziv/Activestills.org

WE, PALESTINIAN AND ISRAELI BEREAVED FAMILIES,
MAKE THIS URGENT APPEAL
Parents Circle - Families Forum (PCFF) is a grassroots organization of
Palestinians and Israelis who have lost family members in the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict. The PCFF promotes reconciliation as an alternative to hatred and revenge.
Learn more about their work at www.theparentscircle.org.
To those who can make a difference to the daily reality of the Palestinian and
Israeli people. To those who know that the negotiation of a cease fire is not enough
and that it would only mean a temporary hiatus until the next round of killing.
To those who understand that freedom of movement and the right to an independent and viable state for the Palestinian nation is a basic requisite for solving
the conflict. To those who understand that Israel’s need for security is legitimate
and that without it, no solution is possible. To those who care about both peoples.
To those who only care about one side. We implore you to force all sides to sit
around a table and find a way to stop the never ending cycle of violence so that
finally we can live with a permanent sense of safety and dignity, which every
nation deserves.
From the Parents Circle - Bereaved Families Forum website:
“There is no purpose and there is no hope in this war, that is about to swallow us
by the flames of bereavement; there is no purpose to the mutual annihilation
and to the approaching silence of death afterwards”.
“We are strengthened by the substantial and clear international call for sanity,
ceasefire and dialogue.”
“We see it as our responsibility to provide the public from both sides a direct
means of dialogue, not through the political leaders and not through the media.
Thus we are planning to upgrade chat and forum tools on our website and reactivate the Hello Shalom\Hello Salaam phone line enabling direct dialogue
between citizens of both sides. The technological system exists -— over one million calls were made in the years 2003-2005.”
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Everything Is Different — But Our Work Goes On
A Report from the United for Peace and Justice National Assembly
Joseph Gainza is the Vermont Program
Coordinator for the American Friends Service
Committee. He has served on the UFPJ steering
committee since 2005.

From December 12-14, 2008 the fourth
national assembly of the United for Peace
and Justice Coalition met in Chicago amid
great expectations and looming crises for the
United States and the world. About 250
delegates representing the wide variety of
organizations and groups in the coalition
came together to shape the work of UFPJ
for the next year and a half.
With the excitement of the election of
Barack Obama as president tempered by the
growing threat of economic recession, even
depression, and the deepening climate crisis,
delegates to the assembly realized that we
are operating in a much altered environment
as we work to end the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
This realization of the new historical
context for our movement was made explicit
by many speakers at the assembly and by
the program of work passed by the majority
of delegates.
Giving her final report as National Coordinator of UFPJ, Leslie Cagan formally
opened the assembly on Friday night. She
told the gathered delegates that “Everything
is different but nothing has changed.” She
called on us, as we think about our work
ahead, to ask how do we “shift gears?”
Leslie was followed by a panel titled “Yes
We Can: End the War!” which included
Tom Hayden who emphasized that the wars
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Colombia will not
end under President Obama unless he “hears
from us in new ways.” He believes we must
say that “these wars are not only immoral
and unwinnable but also not affordable,”
that it is a “false assumption” to believe that
domestic goals can be achieved without ending the wars.
Cagan and Hayden set the stage for the

assembly which followed on Saturday and
Sunday. Delegates discussed proposed
amendments to the UFPJ Unity Statement,
Strategic Framework and Program for Action. While changes were made in these
documents, the basic thrust of the Coalition’s work remains the same, in the words
of the strategic framework, “We remain
committed to the urgent goal that has always been the centerpiece of our work: immediately ending the US war and occupation in Iraq and bringing all the troops
home! We call for an end to the ongoing US
war and occupation in Afghanistan.” The
framework also calls for actions in “response
to the economic, social, and environmental
crises at home and worldwide.” All the documents from the assembly can be accessed
at www.unitedforpeace.org.
As a show of solidarity with the workers
protesting at Republic Windows, Local
President Armando Robles (United Electrical Workers, Local 1110) spoke to the assembly on Friday evening. He described
how the workers refused to leave their plant
when management announced it was going
to close in three days without any compensation for the nearly 200 employees. They
occupied the plant for several days until they
won their severance and vacation pay. A collection taken up at the assembly yielded
nearly $2,000 for the Local.
As reflected in both the Strategic Framework and the Program for Action, assembly
delegates voted to “work to prevent new wars
in Pakistan, Iran and elsewhere…to challenge the global war on terror and the empire-building agenda of the US.” Additionally UFPJ will work to defend, protect, and
expand civil liberties, civil rights, and political democracy.

Honoring Our History
Thus UFPJ re-affirms its role as part of
the peace movement, as differentiated but

not separate from an anti-war movement.
Working collaboratively with other movements, we will work to prevent the next war
while we call for moving money and resources from the military and empire-building, and spending it on human needs and
protection of the only environment we
have.
Mobilizing a mass movement has been
central to the work of UFPJ from the beginning. Since early in its history it has brought
together the issues of peace and justice.
The Coalition’s first major success was
in helping to re-invigorate public protests
after the Septemer 11 attacks, especially with
the massive demonstration in New York
City on February 15, 2003 at a time when
it was hard to get large numbers of people
into the streets. As the Bush administration
attempted to suppress public dissent, this
organizing reminded people of the power
of public protest.
Since then UFPJ has helped more people understand the connections between
different foreign policy issues, and between
foreign and domestic issues. The coalition,
which has grown to about 1,400 member
organizations, has consistently supported
the struggles of immigrant communities;
worked to counter the government’s attacks
on civil liberties; and supported major educational and organizing work in the aftermath of Katrina.
The work of UFPJ has provided the
broader context and concrete support for
the organizing efforts of veterans, military
families, and GI resisters, including support
for the Winter Soldier hearings organized
by Iraq Veterans Against the War last year.
Since its founding, UFPJ has nurtured
the grassroots anti-war movement in every
corner of the country by:
• organizing nationally coordinated campaigns and projects
• producing and distributing edu-
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cational and organizing resources/materials
• offering skills trainings and
workshops
• creating mechanisms for groups
that work on the same issue to
find one another and work together.
The largest peace coalition in the nation, which includes both national organizations and local groups, has held together
for more than six years. The national assembly affirmed its history while broadening its mandate.
Essentially ours is a movement to restore and expand our democracy. It is a
movement which recognizes that the three
evils which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. identified and condemned: militarism, extreme
materialism and racism, are still with us.
Our movement recognizes that these evils
underlie the US wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and our government’s thrust for world
domination, and the economic injustice
which brought about the present deepening recession.

Making the Connections
Just as the sources of the crises confronting us are connected, so too must be the
solutions we bring forward. But first, we
must end the wars and occupations, bring
all our troops home, dismantle the bases,
and stop the torture. For as the world is coming to understand, none of us is secure until
all of us are secure.
Delegates at the assembly also approved
a two-part approach to the sixth anniversary
of the current war in Iraq. Part one calls for
local actions around the country on the actual date of the anniversary, Thursday,
March 19. “The unifying focus of the actions will be to make visible the connections
between military spending on the war in
Iraq, the current global economic crisis, the
lack of resources for human needs here in
the US and around the world, and the soaring federal deficit. In addition we will remind people of the tremendous human
costs of the war and occupation.”

The proposal suggests that March 19
include actions at financial institutions, at
the offices of companies profiting from the
wars and occupations, and at Congressional
offices, including lobbying visits to offices.
Part two of the proposal is a call for a
mass demonstration on Wall Street in New
York City on April 4, the anniversary of
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Riverside Church
speech “Beyond Vietnam,” and also of his
assassination a year later. The details are
being worked out as the first step in organizing this action is meeting with other
groups, including especially African American allies, to explore the idea.
April 4 is also the sixtieth anniversary of
the founding of NATO, and the European
peace movement will be demonstrating
across the continent calling for the end of
this fossil from the Cold War. The New York
action will also be a gesture of solidarity with
our European sisters and brothers.
Also approved by the assembly is a campaign called “Beyond War, a New Economy
Is Possible: Yes We Can!” This is a fourmonth campaign launched on January 19
and building to the April 4th national mobilization at the financial centers of New
York City, connecting the war and the economic crisis. Inspired by Dr. King’s call for
radical change in the structures of power in
the US, the campaign calls for a world without racism, poverty, or war. As King said,
these evils “are interrelated, all-inclusive, and
stand as barriers to our living in the Beloved
Community.” Readers can go to the UFPJ
web site to learn more about the campaign
and download resources.
As we celebrate the election to the presidency of an African American, we must
continue to organize and demand that Barack Obama make real the hope which his
campaign and election have engendered. In
the words of Green for All founder Van
Jones, speaking to a group of inner city
youth: “Barack Obama is not going to be
able to save you — you are going to have to
save Barack Obama.”
On November 4, during his victory
speech in Grant Park, President-elect
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NEW STRATEGIES
FOR THE OBAMA ERA
March 27-29, 2009
Tufts University,
Medford MA
An organizing conference to
address US foreign policy, the
economic crisis, energy, & the
environment.
Speakers include: Noam Chomsky,
Bill Fletcher, Jr., Phyllis Bennis,
Anna Galland, Tom Hayden, Raed
Jarrar, Emily Kawano, Zia Mian,
Joseph Gerson, William Moomaw,
Arjun Makhijani, & many others.
Sponsored by American Friends
S e r v i c e C o m m i t t e e , Tu f t s
University Peace & Justice Studies
Department, Mass Peace Action,
Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee, United for a Fair
Economy, & United for Peace &
Justice
To register and learn more, please
visit www.afsc.org/newstrategies2009 or contact Genevie Gold
at 617/661-6130 x137; ggold@
afsc.org

Obama said: “This victory alone is not the
change we seek — it is only the chance for
us to make that change.” I hear that as a
challenge for us to realize that no president
can take us where we need to be; only an
aware and organized citizenry can do that.
As we struggle for justice in this country, we
must join hands with our brothers and sisters around the globe doing the same.
So as the war and occupation in Iraq
grinds into its seventh year, and the destruction of Afghanistan continues into its eighth
year, as poverty is again on the rise, as the
earth’s climate deteriorates and vital resources such as clean water are depleted, the
peoples of the world are organizing and
standing together to say “Enough.” The
United for Peace and Justice Coalition has
renewed our commitment to join this
worldwide movement, to organize for an
end to the wars, and for the beginning of
the justice whose companion is peace.
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US Workers Have Had Enough
A Call for Labor to Regain its Defiant Voice
Bil Fletcher, Jr. is the Executive Editor of
BlackCommentator.com, and co-author of
Solidarity Divided:The Crisis in Organized Labor
and A New Path Toward Social Justice (University
of California Press).

T

he president of the Maryland
and DC AFL-CIO, Fred
Mason, had an idea. Following the electoral victory of
Barack Obama he found himself perplexed by the enthusiastic, yet very
unfocused, response of organized labor
as to what should happen next. While
there was optimism in the air, what
was missing was real content.
But what was especially missing was any
sort of public display of both support and
concern by US workers for an incoming
administration at a point of significant economic and political crisis.
The traditional labor union response to
incoming administrations, particularly those
viewed as favorable by and towards unions
and workers, has tended to be sidebar meetings where an agenda is discussed. These
behind-the-scenes gatherings may have
worked when unions were in a stronger position, but the diminishing power of workers and unions has resulted in such meetings’
having limited impact.
Mason, a longtime progressive, African
American union activist and leader, started
suggesting a different course of action. Why
not have unions hold or sponsor celebratory
parades around the USA to make plain both
their support for President-elect Obama,
but also the important issues that the incoming administration must address that have
a direct impact on working people?
Mason received two responses to his
suggestion, which is what makes this commentary a “good news/bad news” piece. On
the one hand, there were few takers on the
idea of nationwide rallies. True to form,
there were no explicit objections raised to

Vermont, December 2008. Participants in the nationwide People’s Bailout Week of
Action, sponsored by Jobs with Justice. photO: JOBS WITH JUSTICE

the suggestion; instead, silence. The failure
to respond is illustrative of the crisis facing
organized labor and the challenge to overcome it. A movement that has over-relied
on lobbying and small meetings has strayed
light years from the notion that a movement
is disruptive and challenging. A social justice
movement cannot always play by the rules,
but has to call upon its members and supporters to make their voices heard — publicly and defiantly. In fact, mobilizing our
base(s) is often the only tool we have in order
to win in the court of public opinion.
The silence that Mason encountered
represented something far more dangerous
than timidity. Rather, the silence was the
result of years of defeat that have been rationalized away. The decline of the union
movement, largely the result of mega-economic factors (for example, globalization)

combined with vicious political assaults
(such as the mass firings of the air traffic
controllers in 1981 by President Reagan), is
as well the result of internal problems that
inhibit many leaders and members from
understanding the global economic and political battlefield on which we operate. Thus,
when Mason suggested a nationwide mobilization, the leaders’ collective silence in
effect said the following: “If we can even
mobilize our members — which many of
us think that we cannot — we run the risk
of antagonizing political and business leaders. If we antagonize them, we will not be
invited into meetings and we will be condemned to the wilderness.”
What Mason recognizes, along with
some other key union leaders and activists,
is that the union movement was condemned
to the wilderness a very long time ago by
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political and business leaders in the USA.
The problem that the union movement
confronts is how to change the terms of the
discussion and ensure that the voices of the
voiceless are heard on a national stage and
can actually shift reality.
Though Mason was unsuccessful with
his first proposal — and here comes the
good news — he won support for “Plan B”:
a union contingent in the 56th Presidential
Inaugural Parade on January 20th under the
banner “America’s Workers United for
Change.” What makes this contingent of
more than 250 workers of particular interest, in addition to its historical significance,
is that it brought together union leaders and
activists from the AFL-CIO unions, Change
to Win, the National Education Association, and constituency groups affiliated with
the AFL-CIO. In other words, despite a
painful split the union movement suffered
in 2005, Mason was able to bridge the divide and help representatives from both

sides, plus the independent NEA, join together to convey critical messages to a nationwide audience:
• Workers, through their unions, are demanding immediate action by the incoming Administration to support an economy that works for all; equitable economic
development through the creation of good
jobs, including green jobs; and creating
great public schools as a critical pathway
to enhancing the participation of American workers in the global economy.
• Workers, through their unions, will support the administration in taking on the
task of reforming our health care system
to provide health care for all.
• Workers, through their unions and community allies, must demonstrate that they
will prepare to support the administration
in meeting the great challenges ahead, but
that they are unwilling to retreat in the face
of the onslaught of employer attacks being
felt, be they the auto loan issue — which
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is a de facto attack on auto workers — or
the threats in state governments across the
country to lay off workers and cut back on
public services.
In this sense, this contingent was not the
equivalent of a float in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. While union members
could look at this contingent with pride and
see themselves after years of being treated as
both disposable and invisible, this contingent was not mainly about making people
feel good.
This contingent, more than anything
else, was a public statement. Just as the workers at Chicago’s Republic Windows made a
statement in their takeover of the plant when
Bank of America initially cancelled loans
and denied the workers the compensation
they were due, this labor contingent put the
incoming administration on notice: Workers in the USA have had enough, and are
not prepared to fall any deeper into despair;
further retreat is simply not an option.

STATE OF THE DREAM 2009: THE SILENT DEPRESSION
United for a Fair Economy is a national, independent, nonpartisan, non-profit organization. UFE raises awareness that
concentrated wealth and power undermine the economy, corrupt democracy, deepen the racial divide, and tear communities
apart. We support and help build social movements for greater equality. For the full version of this annual report on racially based
economic disparity in the US, visit www.faireconomy.org or www.economiajusta.org
Many American Blacks today are already experiencing a silent economic depression that, in terms of unemployment, equals
or exceeds the Great Depression of 1929. Almost 12% of Blacks are unemployed; this is expected to increase to nearly 20% by
2010. Among young Black males aged 16-19, the unemployment rate is 32.8%, while their white counterparts are at 18.3%.
Overall, 24% of Blacks and 21% of Latinos are in poverty, versus 8% of whites.
In the corporate world, we are seeing the highest executive pay and the biggest bailouts in history. CEO pay is 344 times that
of the average worker, not including perks like bonuses, stock options, corporate jets, and housing subsidies. The riches of the
few mask the deepening recession in the working class and the depression in communities of color.
Extreme economic inequality (which the US experienced in the 1920s and is again experiencing now) is often a key indicator
of recession and/or depression. The Black depression of today may well foreshadow the depth and length of the recession the
whole country entered in December 2007.
Economically, Blacks and Latinos have suffered disproportionately because of structural racism and the web of policies that
evolved from it. Eliminating the racial wealth divide is an essential step toward eliminating institutional racism. A comprehensive economic policy could deal a knockout blow to structural racism and raise awareness of individual racism. The path forward abounds with possibilities for shrinking the racial wealth divide and further healing the racism that still afflicts our
nation.
State of the Dream 2009: The Silent Depression explains the mechanisms that helped create the racialized economic depression,
explores how this crisis affects individuals and communities of color, and proposes comprehensive policy solutions.
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Imagine. Pray. Resist. Build.
Jim Harney (1940-2008) was a photojournalist,
an activist, and a former Catholic priest who
traveled the world documenting the effects of
economic injustice. Much of his work, including
the complete version of this essay, is available at
www.posibilidad.org. Jim died of cancer on
December 26, 2008. His last journey, a walk in
solidarity with the undocumented of the US,
was covered in the September 2008 issue of
Peacework. There will be a memorial service for
Jim at the Hampden Highlands United
Methodist Church in Hampden, ME on Saturday,
February 21, at 2:00 pm.

T

o stand on behalf of those who
toil is dangerous. In certain
parts of the world, people pay
with their lives when they
make a decision to defend labor over
capital. And when people step into the
thick of the pain done to working people and confront that pain brought on
by systems of injustice, a seed of hope
is planted.
Imagine. Pray. Resist. Build. It comes as
a challenge to pause and break company with
those who define reality in such a way that
we can’t imagine ourselves doing all of this:
Praying as if our lives depended upon it, so
that we might resist. Imagining ourselves in
the thick of the suffering of the world and
building a beloved community. The work
of our hands, our minds riveted to the task,
and our bodies feeling the power that comes
with linking with others a threadbare distance from death.
To accept poor people’s exclusion means
that we don’t move a peg in life; it means
we’re cut off from the juices of the world. To
keep the poor distant means that eros that
was meant to pump through us like the air
we breathe suffocates. Robbed of eros, we
don’t smile. There is no joy, no celebration:
none of what perks the best in us.
There is something to meeting head-on
the evil of the world and being in solidarity
with the impoverished — hope abounds.
Just thinking about it means that I have to
struggle for breath.

Stetson, ME, July 2008. Jim Harney.
photO: Kelly Bellis

We live in land infected by a neoliberal
economic policy: the infection is global. It
burrows into the culture that fashions us,
posturing us to love things; setting us up to
buy and sell in a feverish pace so we don’t
have time to think of any other meaning in
life other than money; the more-of-it-thebetter-regardless-of-the-consequences mentality. As the infection grows, our work takes
on less meaning and we become a planet’s
distance from ourselves and anything that
smells of life.
In the thick of all this, what is there to
count on other than things? We become
things. Money defines who we are and what
we do and where we go. In this infectious
world of market-driven forces it becomes a
crime to feel all the unseen forces at work
that make for cruelty. And then: defy
them.
Hunting them out; doing the work to
expose them never was easy. Usually, those
who took on this task had a rope put around
their neck, met the guillotine, or were left to
rot behind prison walls. Doing the work
means opening the door to the hurt of the

world — and refusing to go along with it.
It’s all that I can count on — never to turn
my back and run from it. Too much depends
on it. It’s the only thing that gives me life.
Something happens, so powerful that I don’t
know how to explain it. And to try to explain
it means that I need others who care, and
who have at some time in their lives tried to
open the door; it’s in the trying that we come
up with language that allows us to talk with
one another, create community and name
the world. So opening the door and making
the attempt to walk into a broken world
brings out the poet in us.
In different parts of the globe, others take
the risk of building what the market can’t
buy: relationships of solidarity, and a spirituality that leads women and men to claim
solidarity with the poor as an essential ingredient of the human.
I came across a poem that brings me back
to opening the door and walking through
it. Roberto Sosa, a Honduran poet, wrote a
poem called “The Only Door,” which resonates with me:
Somewhere at this very moment
someone
in confused complacency
is setting down in beautiful language
the science of lying.
Meanwhile, at different points of our planet
groups of ex-children
dazzled by the gleam of cash registers
writhe in hunger.
Nevertheless far or near,
there are other human beings who believe in
the right to beauty
who understand
that this morning is the only door
through which we can enter happiness
as a liberated people.
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What’s Up with the Violence?
Shamara Rhodes is a senior at the Codman
Academy Charter School in Dorchester, MA, and
a recent Peacework intern. Peacework’s
Co-Editors also contributed to this article.

S

ometimes war feels close to
home. The same violence that
occurs in war also plagues my
community of Boston, Massachusetts. Today our world — my
world — is filled with hatred, anger,
and pain. I think to myself, if so many
teenagers are dying now my whole
generation of teenagers is going to be
gone by the time I turn eighteen. Why
must we kill each other?
When I was younger my cousin and I
used to play games and spend time together.

He had a good heart and was always there
if you needed him. When I was fourteen
years old, he was killed by six shots to the
back, a few days after a fight. In 2008, I lost
another close friend to violence. He was the
quietest, sweetest, most caring person I will
ever know. He loved to laugh and be around
his close family and friends. Now he is resting in peace and being memorialized with
teddy bears, pins, and memories.
With the violence in our city taking so
many young lives, each new grief adds to a
sense of desperation in our community.
Sometimes the grief leads to more violence.
As I walked into my friend’s funeral, I felt a
tense atmosphere. As the service began, my
cousin and I clinched on to each other, still

Oakland, CA,
January 14, 2009.
A rally protesting
the killing of Oscar
Grant, a young
African American
supermarket worker, by an officer of
the Bay Area Rapid
Transit Police. Only
after more than a
week of public protests was the officer
arrested. photo ©2009
DAVID BACON

shaken up about our friend being gone.
Some people offered songs, poems and tears
to express what our friend had meant to
them. But then screams rang out across the
room. A fight had broken out. Police arrived
and helped calm things down, and family
members implored us to respect the dead
enough to stop the violence. The service
went on, but many of us were still upset.
The strength to stop the violence can
come from the people hurt most by it. In
our city, the Louis D. Brown Peace Institute
was founded by Tina Chery, whose son was
killed in 1993. This organization helps families in the time of need. One group at the
Institute, Survivor Outreach Services (SOS)
reaches out to families 24 to 48 hours after
a murder has taken place. They try to support families in the best way they can so the
families can stay strong. More than 300
families have been helped since this program’s inception.
The Institute has also created materials
for children to be used in schools, to help
children cope with the loss of loved ones and
learn how to deal with violence in the community. Another group started at the Louis
D. Brown Institute (Massachusetts Mothers
on the Move) is a long-term group that
brings together mothers of victims and
mothers whose children are incarcerated.
Despite this good work, the state of Massachusetts slashed $70,000, half of the Institute’s budget, during a $1 billion round of
budget cuts in November 2008. The Institute is rallying its suporters to raise enough
money to continue its work.
Through their pain, these families reach
out to others to make our city, and our
world, a safer place. With support and love,
families do survive the pain. But the pain
never ends.
Contributions to the Louis D. Brown
Peace Institute can be sent to 1452 Dorchester
Ave., 2nd floor, Dorchester MA 02122; www.
louisdbrownpeaceinstitute.org.
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Bits&peaces
EVENTS
“Gaza is home to one & one-half million
human beings: How do they live?”
Photo exhibit by Skip Schiel through
4/12, Mon-Thurs, 10am - 4pm, Sun 9am
– 12, University Lutheran Church in
Harvard Square, 66 Winthrop, Cambridge
MA; Free, photographs on sale; 617/8763256 x201, www.unilu.org
The Color of Class: workshops for
People of Color, 2/28, Hadley, MA; In the
United States, class has been racialized.
As people of color, race is in our face. We
feel the impact of race and racism, and by
no means are we done talking about it! As
the economic divide among people of
color widens, it becomes even more
important to explore the dynamics of
class. In this workshop we will talk about
class by using experiential activities,
dialogue, and a video to explore the ways
race and class intersect on individual and
societal levels. Come join us on our
journey towards, hope, change, and
solidarity. Hosted by Class Action, PO Box
350, 104 Russell Street, Hadley, MA 010350350, 413/585.9709, info@classism.org,
www.classmatters.org
Quakers and Class: A Weekend with
George Lakey, 3/6-8. “True Godliness
doesn’t turn men (sic) out of the world but
enables them to live better in it, and
excites their endeavors to mend it.”
William Penn, 1682. This program is open
to anyone, Quaker or non-Quaker,
interested in exploring the dynamics of
class from a religious/spiritual perspective.
George Lakey is a Visiting Professor for
Issues in Social Change at Swarthmore
and the founder of Training for Change.
Cost: sliding scale, $140-220, no one
turned away for lack of funds. Quaker
Center, Box 686, Ben Lomond, CA 95005,
831/336-8333, mail@quakercenter.org.
Peace Abbey Courage of Conscience
Award to Combatants for Peace and
Ipswich House of Peace, 3/13, Sherborn,
MA, 7:30pm; Join us to honor Bassam
Aramin from Palestine and Guy Elhanan

from Israel Combatants for Peace & John
and Carrie Schuchardt from the Ipswich
House of Peace. The Peace Abbey,
508/655-2143 or dwalsh@peaceabbey.
org, www.peaceabbey.org.

GATHERINGS
Weaving Sacred Wholeness, 3/6-8, 2009;
Penn Center, St. Helena Island, SC;
sponsored by Friends General Conference,
this intergenerational conference is an
opportunity for Quakers to explore
diversity through conversation and
experiential activities; keynote by Niyonu
Spann; register at www.fgcquaker.org/
weaving-sacred-wholeness
New Strategies for New Realities, 3/2729; Tufts University, Medford MA; A New
England regional conference to help refocus the movement for peace and social
justice for our new era; the conference will
provide an opportunity for in-depth
exploration & campaign development for
3 priorities: US foreign & military policies,
the economic crisis, & energy and the
environment; with Noam Chomsky, Phyllis
Bennis, Bill Fletcher, Jr., Zia Mian, & many
others; to learn more contact Joseph
Gerson or Genevie Gold at the Peace &
Economic Security Program, American
Friends Service Committee, 617/661-6130;
jgerson@afsc.org or ggold@afsc.org
Sixth Anniversary of the War in Iraq
Protests, 3/19; local actions on and
around the anniversary, focusing on the
economic and human costs of the war,
re-affirming our movement’s call to end
the war and bring all the troops home
now! www.unitedforpeace.org
Women, Ac tion & the Media: A
Conference for Activists, Journalists &
Everyone, 3/27-29; MIT’s Stata Center,
Cambridge, MA. If you care about
amplifying progressive women’s voices in
the media, WAM! is for you, We belong
inside some communities & are excluded
from others. Explore these tensions.
Ce n te r fo r N e w Wo rd s, w w w.
womenactionmedia.org

G ra s s ro o t s I m m i g ra nt St rate g y
Conference, 4/10-12, UIC College of
Medicine, Chicago, IL; Stop Immigrant
Raids! Support Immigrant Workers
Rights! Together We Build A New
Immigrant Rights Movement! 202/5958990, info@ImmigrantSolidarity.org,
www.ImmigrantSolidarity.
org/2009Conference/
National Counter-Recruitment and
Demilitarization Conference, 7/17-19,
Roosevelt University, Chicago, IL; President
Obama is committed to increasing the
military by 92,000 additional soldiers and
expanding the war in Afghanistan. This
conference will bring together a broad
spectrum of people to share skills and
form the relationships needed to build a
permanent resistance to militarism.
Gather for this weekend of skill sharing,
strategizing, and solidarity. Scholarships
are available to help cover the cost of
travel and housing. Priority will be given
to youth, residents of areas with few
counter-recruitment resources and those
who would otherwise not be able to
attend. Hosted by the National Network
Opposing the Militarization of Youth,
register at www.nnomy.org

CAMPAIGNS
“Yes We Can” Campaign is a call for a new
set of national priorities rooted in the
vision and values of Dr. Martin Luther King:
A world without racism, poverty or war;
where hate is replaced by love, greed by
generosity, and war by peace and
nonviolence. As Dr. King said, “these triple
evils are forms of violence that exist in a
vicious cycle. They are interrelated, allinclusive, and stand as barriers to our
living in the Beloved Community.” A fourmonth campaign starting on MLK Day and
building to a National Mobilization to
End War and Fund Human Needs on
Saturday April 4th in the financial centers
of New York City connecting war and the
economic crisis. April 4th is the 42nd
anniversary of King’s “Beyond Vietnam”
speech and the 41st anniversary of his
assassination. www.unitedforpeace.org.
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Walk for a New Spring, from Leverett,
MA to Washington, DC, 2/13-4/8. Walk
for the: abolition of nuclear weapons, renunciation of war, and conversion a war
to a peace economy. Initiated by Nipponzan Myohoji - New England Peace
Pagoda, 100 Cave Hill Road, Leverett, MA
01054, 413/485-8469.
Common Security Clubs. As our economy
continues to decline, “Common Security
Clubs” are one way people can support
each other and take action for a more just
future. Be part of a national movement of
common security clubs that are connected
to religious, civic, labor, and small business
organizations — working to transform the
economy so that it works for everyone.
Preventing an Arms Race in Space.
The Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space (PAROS) Working Group was
formed in April 2008 at the annual organizing conference of the Global Network
Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in
Space by members of the Network and
the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, www.reachingcriticalwill.org/legal/paros/wgroup.html
Ban Cluster Bombs. An international
treaty banning the manufacture, sale,
and use of cluster weapons was signed
in Oslo on December 3, 2008. Pressure
needs to be placed especially on the
following seven countries: Brazil, China,
India, Israel, Pakistan, Russia, and the
USA. www.banminesusa.org

RESOURCES
US Weapons at War 2008, Beyond the
Bush Legacy, by Frida Berrigan and
William Hartung. The United States, which
entered into over $23 billion in Foreign
Military Sales agreements in fiscal year
2007 and $32 billion in FY 2008, is the
world’s largest arms supplier. US arms and
military training played a role in 20 of the
world’s 27 major wars in 2006/07. Report
includes country by country analyses, and
an appendix, “Protecting Human Rights,
Safeguarding Democracy? The Records of
the Top 25 Recipients of US Arms in the
Developing World.” Available at www.
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newamerica.net/publications/policy/u_s_
weapons_war_2008_0
Low-Carbon Energy: A Roadmap, by
Chris Flavio, Technologies available today,
and those expected to become competitive
over the next decade, will permit a rapid
decarbonization of the global energy
economy. New renewable energy
technologies, combined with a broad suite
of energy-efficiency advances, will allow
global energy needs to be met without
fossil fuels and by adding only minimally
to the cost of energy services. From
Worldwatch Institute, free download from
www.worldwatch.org/node/5945
Somali Bantu Refugees Speak: Digital
Stories on War and Resettlement in
Baltimore. Five Somali Bantu community
members produced these digital stories
combining narration, original art, music
and images to share their struggles with
forced migration out of Somalia and
resettlement in Baltimore, MD. Viewers are
requested to sign a petition to President
Obama to increase funding for adequate
refugee protection abroad and
resettlement in the US. The digital stories
are available at afsc.org/SomaliBantu

“Economic Meltdown Funnies, ” a freely
downloadable comic book explaining the
roots of the economic crisis, Text by Chuck
Collins & Nick Thorkelson, drawings by
Nick Thorkelson; a co-production of Jobs
with Justice and the Institute for Policy
Studies — Program on Inequality
a n d t h e C o m m o n G o o d , h t t p : / /
economicmeltdownfunnies.org
Help for Main Street, Reform for Wall
Street: The Magnitude & Meaning of the
Bailout; The National Priorities Project has
been crunching the numbers on the
bailout. To see the impact on taxpayers
in your community, visit
www.nationalpriorities.org

OPPORTUNITIES
The Lifer’s Group, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, is looking for agencies
and individuals to work with them in the
p ro ce s s o f h av i n g s o m e t y p e o f
compassionate release legislation
authored for elderly prisoners in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Interested parties can contact: Timothy J.
Muise, Lifers’ Group, Inc., POB 43, Norfolk,
MA 02056-0043.
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