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San Francisco, CA, October 2008. It’s
Fleet Week in San Francisco, and the Blue
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keep it short. Photo: Scarlet P. (www.freewayblogger.com)
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If solidarity is, as Miguel D’Escoto Brockmann declared on assuming the presidency of the United Nations last month, both the means and the result of following “the promptings of love” — then it will be strange and wonderful indeed if it
starts being the order of the day at the United Nations. I mean, if we want to be
united, why even have nations?
Between waging wars on each other, waging war on their own citizens, and
coercing poor people into doing all the actual fighting in both kinds of wars, it
isn’t surprising that governments are too busy to figure out how to renounce violence. I celebrate D’Escoto’s vision, and his determination to bring the voices of
the world’s ordinary people into the exalted halls of international diplomacy. Meanwhile, we won’t wait. The promptings of love won’t allow it.
Without the strongest motivation, surely no-one would accept the challenges
that real solidarity brings. Our cover photo this month shows some of the many
Palestinian, Israeli, and international demonstrators who were tear-gassed and
beaten for participating in an October demonstration against the construction of
a border wall. Week after week, people go back, often with similar consequences.
The wall, and the checkpoints and the settlements, are too screamingly insulting
to ignore. They were designed to gall, and they do. The powerful miracle is not
that people are protesting, but that they are doing so with actions that are explicitly nonviolent. Only by reaching across, around, and through those fear-built barriers can we begin to create a space where no-one will feel the need to build another
one. As a group of young Israeli conscientious objectors says, “In a place where there
are humans, there is someone to talk to.”
Throughout this issue of Peacework, people testify to the price they paid — or fear
they may pay — for acting in solidarity. William Stafford’s pacifism, a refusal to see
others as the enemy, led him to spend several hard, isolated years working in the Civilian Public Service Camps during World War II. Azalia Mitchell, a community public
health worker, travels to areas where there is no comfortable denial of the fact that easily preventable and treatable diseases are killing people for want of the most basic education. In a call to US faith groups and peace organizations to be more proactive in
supporting the rights of Muslims and Arab Americans, Nancy Milio warns that people
in these communities may be justifiably wary, having endured so much harassment
and so many broken promises.
But it’s hard to move around when there are walls everywhere. It’s hard to see the
world, find God, love your family, when you have to negotiate hostile border guards
every time you try to take a step. In what has to be one of the most breathtaking examples of tearing down walls, Hutu and Tutsi participants in community healing workshops find that they can speak openly with each other about their experiences as perpetrators and victims of the 1993 Rwandan genocide, and can walk in trust together.
Many describe how afterward, for the first time since the violence that tore their lives
apart, they feel human again.
Let us support each other in every way we can to be so brave, so attentive to the
promptings of love. As William Stafford wrote during
his conscientious objector service in 1943:
I am meeting you wherever you are.
I am on my way.
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The Logic of Solidarity

A Revitalized Vision for the United Nations
Miguel D’Escoto Brockmann is a Maryknoll
priest and former Nicaraguan foreign minister.
He was inaugurated President of the 63rd
session of the General Assembly on September
16, 2008. His acceptance speech, given at the
UN headquarters in New York, is excerpted here.

I

come before you today fully aware
of the complexity of the responsibility I assumed in accepting the
presidency of this sixty-third session of the General Assembly, which
you have so generously entrusted to
me. Despite the relative insignificance
to which the General Assembly has
been relegated in recent years, I firmly
believe that the task of presiding over
this Assembly is an important one.
It becomes even more significant when
this post is used as an opportunity to transform the prevailing exclusionary logic of
selfishness, one which has, at times, crippled
the ability of this body to fulfill its mandate
as enshrined in the United Nations Charter.
Left unchecked, this logic can only lead
to the death and extinction of our species.
The struggle for the full acceptance of the
logic of solidarity in both our Organization
and our Member States will be the principal
endeavor of this presidency.

The Truth of Interdependence
All of us, without exception, share responsibility for the state of our world. While
some are undoubtedly more responsible
than others, there is no point in arguing over
our varying degrees of responsibility. What
is important now is that we look to the future, learning from our past mistakes, and
together embark wholeheartedly on the task
of building a new and better world, in the
conviction that Another World Is Possible.
The situation in which our world finds
itself is even more serious today than it was
63 years ago when the United Nations was

founded. Nevertheless, we are not fatally
condemned to continue sinking in the morass of mad suicidal selfishness.
To escape from this morass, we have
only to recognize that we are all sisters and
brothers, and to recognize, as well, that this
truth demands that we change our way of
thinking, behaving, and interacting with
one another. At this point in the odyssey of
our human existence, our interdependence
and inherent mutuality remains the central
truth.
Our acceptance of that truth and of its
logical consequences will determine whether
coming generations will have a decent future.
Love prompts us to take action in the
construction of a more just and nonviolent
world, with solidarity as its most important
feature. We must do so without looking
back or holding onto resentments. We need
reconciliation with all those who might have
caused us pain and suffering.
My call for us to embrace the supreme
law of love, without exceptions or exclusions, for the sake of present and future generations, is made on the understanding that
what gives meaning to human existence is
the never-ending process of more and more
dedication to the service of our sister and
brother beings and to universal solidarity.

Facing the Food Crisis
Various crises of great scale — economic, financial, environmental, humanitarian, and legal — are converging in the
present world food crisis. These crises express
themselves in the current turbulence and
distortions of credit markets, subsidized oil
prices, the rise in world food prices, and rising prices in general, and are further aggravated by economic stagnation. Each one of
these crises interacts with and upon the others, aggravating exponentially a deterioration of the world economy.

If we are to deal effectively with the
problem of hunger, governments will need
to undertake the courageous decisions this
crisis requires of them, including reorienting their own national priorities, transcending local and national confines to take into
account the greater good and the well-being
of the world’s poor.
We must demonstrate a readiness to
tackle even the most sensitive and contentious of issues. This means addressing, for
example, the market distortions caused by
the agricultural subsidies of developed countries; the impact of speculation in futures
markets on food production and food sovereignty; the impacts of climate change on
food production and the environment; the
multiple impacts of the production of biofuels on food availability and the environment; and lastly, but not least, the problematic development model pushed upon
developing countries by the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
It is also imperative that we deal with
the root causes that limit the institutional
capacity of our own General Assembly, such
as:
• non-observance of the principles and
standards laid down in the United Nations Charter;
• the growing tendency to deprive this
General Assembly of any real power;
• the reduction of the Economic and Social Council to a peripheral body;
• the transfer of ever more power to the
Security Council and the Bretton Woods
institutions, as well as other international
finance and trade institutions in general.
In other words, it is precisely in the lack
of democracy within our Organization
where we find the most profound cause for
the most serious problems in our world
today.
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Democratization of the United
Nations
Without question, a United Nations
enriched by genuine input from all its Members would make our Organization a forum
for dealing effectively with the world’s most
pressing problems and to prevent a few from
imposing upon the majority prescriptions
that only make matters worse. For this reason, we have concluded that it has become
imperative to hold a High-level Dialogue
on the Democratization of the United Nations. At this sixty-third session of the General Assembly, we will hold this dialogue in
three five-day sessions.
The first session will concern the indispensable coordination of the international
finance and commerce institutions with the
Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly.
Both the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank are basically controlled
by the United States and Europe. Both institutions have been and continue to be used
as instruments of domination. The world
resents this and this situation must change.
The necessary democratization of these international financial institutions requires a
change in the share system and the system
for electing the respective Boards of Directors.
The second session of this High-level
Dialogue of the General Assembly will be
devoted to a discussion of the revitalization
and empowerment of the Assembly itself
through the transfer to this body of the
power wrongly accumulated in the Security
Council, the Bretton Woods institutions
and even, believe it or not, in the bureaucracy of our Organization.
At the United Nations, the word “democracy” is becoming increasingly empty,
with no real meaning or substance. Take for
instance, the 45-year-old United States embargo against Cuba. Even with a majority
as overwhelming as 184 votes to 4, this patently unjust and universally repudiated embargo remains firmly in place. If the opinion
of more than 95 per cent of the membership of the United Nations can be so casu-

ally ignored, of what use is this General Assembly? This is a question that deserves some
thought. How can we be content to say that
we have democracy simply because we have
the “one nation, one vote” rule? What good
are votes if they can be ignored or have no
real consequence?
We will continue to stress that the democratization which the United Nations so
urgently needs will entail decentralizing the
power accumulated in a small group of
States, and in the Organization’s own bureaucracy, and transferring that power to the
General Assembly, where it logically belongs. This is an urgent task; the world can
not afford to wait another 15 years listening
to speeches that lead nowhere.
It is all well and good to preach democracy, but it would be better still for us to put
it into practice, right here, at the United Nations. It makes no sense to wage wars of aggression that kill hundreds of thousands of
people with the purported aim of supporting democracy, while at the same time using
every imaginable means and pretext to prevent a process to democratize the United
Nations itself.
The third and final session of the Highlevel Dialogue on the Democratization of
the United Nations will be devoted to a
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frank discussion of the Security Council. It
is a sad but undeniable fact that serious
breaches of the peace and threats to international peace and security are being perpetrated by some members of the Security
Council that seem unable to break what appears like an addiction to war.
As difficult as it is, solving the problem
of the Security Council is a challenge we
have to take up. I am well aware that by saying this I am stirring up a hornets’ nest. But
even hornets can be managed successfully if
due precautions are taken. I propose that at
this sixty-third session of the General Assembly we seriously consider what those
precautions should be.

The Assembly of Frankness
We hope that today, after all that has
happened in the world since the United Nations was founded, our most powerful nations will be willing to give peace and democracy a chance. In any event, it should
be borne in mind that privileges granted by
law on the assumption that they are reasonable and for the common good remain valid
only as long as that assumption holds true.
I think we all agree that merely increascontinued on page 6

Monrovia, Liberia. An International Women’s Day march from the center of
Monrovia to the Liberian Supreme Court. photo: UN/Eric kanalstein
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A Confrontation with the Nuclear Powers in 2010
Joseph Gerson directs the Peace and Economic Security Program of the
American Friends Service Committee, and is the author most recently of Empire
and the Bomb: How the US Uses Nuclear Weapons to Dominate the World
(Pluto Press, 2007).
It may sound arcane, but the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) Review
Conference, which will be held at the United Nations in April 2010, may be among
the most important occasions in human history. The NPT, which went into force
in 1972, was among the most important agreements of the twentieth century.
Non-nuclear states foreswore ever obtaining nuclear weapons in exchange for
commitments from the nuclear powers to negotiate the complete elimination of
their own nuclear arsenals, and to share technologies for nuclear power generation. The nuclear powers, led by the US, have refused to get rid of their own nuclear
weapons. Combined with a history of US nuclear threats, this has been a driving
force in international nuclear weapons proliferation.
As an important part of the campaign to lead the nuclear powers to fulfill their
NPT Treaty commitments, on the 2008 anniversary of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima 9,000 Japanese peace activists and peace activists and diplomats from
34 countries launched the Appeal for a Nuclear Free World. The goal is to bring
millions of signed petitions to the United Nations to stiffen the will of the Review
Conference to hold the nuclear powers accountable. Circulating the petition (copies of which can be downloaded from www.afsc.org/pes) also provides a means
of doing public education and outreach for this essential campaign. The text of
the petition follows:
Appeal for a Nuclear Weapon-Free World
Even now, in the 21st Century, world peace and security are still threatened by
26,000 nuclear weapons.
As the tragedies of Hiroshima and Nagasaki show us, nuclear weapons instantly
destroy lives, torment people in future generations, and ruin civilizations.
The Hibakusha, (survivors of nuclear weapons attacks and testing) continue to
warn that humanity cannot coexist with nuclear weapons. Never again should
we create more victims of nuclear weapons.
For the survival of the human race, let us achieve a world free of nuclear weapons through our actions in solidarity.
As we look ahead toward the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review
Conference, the nuclear weapons states are called upon to honor the “unequivocal undertaking” of May 2000 to eliminate their nuclear weapons.
We call on the nuclear weapons states and all other governments to agree to
commence and conclude negotiations of a treaty, a nuclear weapons convention, to ban and eliminate nuclear weapons without delay.
This Appeal is issued on August 6, 2008, by representatives of the peace movement assembled in Hiroshima from around the world. The signature drive is
underway worldwide, and the petitions will be presented to the next NPT
Review Conference to be held in Spring 2010 in New York.
Signed appeals can be sent to Gensuikyo, 2-4-4 Yushima, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 1138464, Japan or AFSC, Peace & Economic Security Program, 2161 Massachusetts
Ave., Cambridge, MA 02140 USA

Logic of Solidarity
continued from page 5

ing the number of members or the number
of countries with the privileges of permanent
membership or veto power in the Security
Council would in no way address the core
issue. Increasing the number of Security
Council members, while necessary to ensure
fairer and more geographically balanced representation, would do nothing to correct the
anomalies that we should be trying to rectify.
In conclusion, today more than ever before, candor is indispensable in international
relations. I would like for this sixty-third session of the General Assembly to go down
in history as the “Assembly of Frankness”
for the sake of world peace and the eradication of poverty and hunger from the Earth.
Considering the seriousness of the global
crises, diffident and ambiguous language
will get us nowhere. The United Nations
cannot effectively tackle the deep-rooted and
urgent problems of the day without being
clear, firm, and unequivocal. Sugar-coating,
speaking euphemistically, or engaging in
petty semantics so as not to call things by
their name, under an erroneous concept of
diplomacy, has never worked and will never
work. The world crisis is too serious to allow
for euphemisms or half measures.
All persons and nations, without exception, possess enormous reserves of human
nobility. It is time for us to tap into the reserves of moral strength within each of us
as persons and of all of us as nations. If we
do so, our hearts and our capacity to love
and serve will grow and we will find ourselves better able to bring our great human
family to new levels of solidarity that guarantee for all of us, and generations to come,
a future of enduring peace.
Let us give genuine democracy and
peace a chance. Let us conduct ourselves as
the people we are: all sisters and brothers,
reconciled with one another and committed to living in nonviolence and SOLIDARITY.
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There is Not Only Violence in Iraq

The La Onf Week of Nonviolence Takes Hold Across the Country
September Eleventh Families for Peaceful
Tomorrows is an organization founded by
family members of those killed on September
11th who have united to turn their grief into
action for peace. By developing and advocating
nonviolent options and actions in the pursuit of
justice, they hope to break the cycles of
violence engendered by war and terrorism.

Please, spread the message: there is not only
violence in Iraq, there is something more; people are building peace and seeking real
change… Today La Onf exists within the polarized and dangerous political environment
of Iraq where if you speak about resistance you
are accused of supporting terrorists and advocating violence; but if you speak about nonviolence you are accused of supporting the occupation. La Onf seeks to create a third way
with its message that nonviolence is a tool to
resist occupation, terrorism and corruption.
— Ismaeel Dawood, founding member
of La Onf

L

a Onf is a network of Iraqi civilians & civil society organizations who are working together
to create a free and peaceful
Iraq using the philosophy & tactics of
nonviolence. “La Onf ” roughly translates as “nonviolence” in Arabic.
La Onf was established in 2005 by a
group of activists in Baghdad who asked
themselves, “Can nonviolence be a tool for
change, even in the midst of war and extreme violence?” La Onf’s founders knew
that for a nonviolent movement to take hold
in Iraq, much work would need to be done
to heal sectarian and ethnic violence among
Iraqis. But escalating violence was being
used to justify the continued presence of US
forces, and this motivated Iraqis to learn new
skills.
With support from the international
organizations Un Ponte Per in Italy, Nova
in Spain, & Patria in Romania, La Onf’s

Dhiqar, Iraq, October 2008. Volunteers from La Onf, a network of nonviolence
advocates in Iraq, spent a day at the Mama Suna Kindergarten teaching nonviolent
conflict resolution skills. photO: LA ONF (WWW.LAONF.NET)

organizers were trained in the philosophy
and tactics of nonviolence. In this training,
they studied the work of Gandhi, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Nelson Mandela, & Ghaffar Khan, and developed strategies for their
work in Iraq.

A Network Grows
La Onf held its first “Week of Nonviolence” in 2006 with several organizations in
Baghdad. Activists distributed posters depicting a united Iraq, with “No Violence”
written across it. They talked to people in
neighborhood settings like shops, mosques,
and schools. They also handed out the poster
in police stations, on Iraqi army bases, and
at US military bases. The actions were tremendously empowering, giving the activists
confidence that they could apply nonvio-

lence even in a war context.
Responses outside of Baghdad were positive, and the La Onf network grew. The
second Week of Nonviolence in 2007 included 42 organizations from 7 different
areas of Iraq. Actions included large and
small gatherings, often with schoolchildren.
There were artistic and cultural activities,
singing, theater, and team sports. La Onf
organized candlelight vigils and olive tree
plantings to remember the victims of violence and create opportunities to begin to
talk of healing. In many areas La Onf arranged for children to trade in their toy guns
for soccer balls.
Some of these actions took place in areas
of heavy violence, where it was not
uncommon for car bombs to explode, and
battles to erupt between militia groups or

8
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between resistance fighters and US
occupation forces. In these places, the simple
act of gathering in public to make a
statement of nonviolence and unity took
tremendous courage. Fortunately, there were
no attacks against the activists who took
part. Participants were inspired by their
ability to momentarily transform a place of
conflict into a place of unity and peace — a
concrete step in their struggle to transform
the entire country of Iraq into a more
peaceful, stable nation.

Putting Nonviolence to Work
In many regions, activists collected
residents’ signatures in support of a local
initiative to ban the sale and importation of
war toys in their governorate (or province).
La Onf undertook this initiative after many
young boys and their families were shot by
occupation forces who mistook a realisticlooking toy machine gun for an actual gun.
Where fear and the threat of violence are
high, the act of signing one’s name to a
petition, even a relatively non-controversial
one, was a challenging choice for many
Iraqis. Nevertheless, the petition drive took
off. In the governorate of Muthanna, the
petition that was begun in 2007 has resulted
in an ordinance being passed banning the
selling & importation of all war toys &
firecrackers. Now La Onf is working to have
a national ban legislated.
The documentary Masala, Activists in
Iraq shows the organizing and activities of
the La Onf groups working in Kurdistan in
the north of Iraq leading up to and during
the 2007 Week of Nonviolence. Under
Saddam Hussein, the Kurdish people
suffered grave human rights abuses. The
Anfal campaign against the Kurds that took
place from 1987 to 1989 included the
destruction of villages and chemical warfare,
as well as mass deportations, rapes, and
executions. As part of a policy of “Arabization”
of oil-rich areas in the north, thousands of
poor Arabs from the south of Iraq were
relocated to Kurdistan. This history shaped
the events of the 2007 Week of Nonviolence
in Kurdistan. One of the scenes in Masala

shows Arabs and Kurds debating which of
them has the true right to live in the
Kurdistan region. This dialogue was one of
La Onf ’s efforts to address these issues
nonviolently.
Following their 2007 activities, La Onf
activists carried out an impressive organizing
campaign to promote the ideals & work of
La Onf in each of Iraq’s 18 governorates.
Experienced activists attended an advanced
training held in Amman, Jordan, where they
learned how to teach others about
nonviolence. They then returned to their
own governorates, and conducted workshops
to which both civil society organizations and
tribal leaders were invited. These workshops
included an overview of the principles of

Participants were inspired
by their ability to
momentarily transform a
place of conflict into a place
of unity and peace.
nonviolence, an orientation about the La
Onf network, and an open discussion of
problems and issues in the governorate that
a local La Onf group could address. At the
end of the workshop, participating
individuals and organizations were invited
to become members of the La Onf network
within their governorate. The newly formed
La Onf governorate network then held a
vote to elect a coordinator and a five- to
seven-member board to lead their local
network at the governorate level. Each
elected governorate board of five to seven
reps must contain at least thirty percent
women and must have at least one member
who comes from a minority ethnic group
within that governorate. By the time
elections had been held in each governorate,
well over 100 Iraqi organizations had
committed to the principles of nonviolence
and joined the La Onf network.

A New Face of Change
This year, the Week of Nonviolence was
held over the course of three weeks, and for
the first time Iraqis in every part of the country participated. Events promoting nonviolence were held to foster youth leadership,
to strengthen women’s political participation, and to support the arts. In the US, the
group September 11th Families for Peaceful
Tomorrows has screened a video presentation about La Onf, and has used its website
to spread the word about this important
campaign.
All across Iraq communities are working to repair the damage of Iraq’s many wars.
The challenges they face are daunting. Iraqis
have been devastated by unimaginable violence that has left hundreds of thousands
dead, and one in five Iraqis forced from their
homes. Communities are separated by walls
and barriers, foreign occupation, bombings,
and arrest sweeps. La Onf’s efforts to revive
and restore are helping to create an environment to build a better future that meets the
needs of all Iraq.
This is the face of change we don’t often
hear about.
Your help in drawing attention to these
campaigns will help illustrate that peace and
security in Iraq will come from Iraqis united,
not a better foreign occupation. It is an opportunity to learn more about what Iraqis
are identifying as their priorities.
To see what change looks like, visit the
picture gallery at www.peacefultomorrows.
org that documents just some of the amazing activities sponsored by La Onf this fall.
Because many of the groups in Iraq feel very
isolated, the gallery was designed to have a
dual role; to give the world a snapshot of the
activities taking place in Iraq, and, to show
Iraqis how many of us around the world are
in support of their brave work.
T o g e t i n v o lv e d

At www.peacefultomorrows.org you can learn
more, and view a short video presentation about
La Onf. You can also add your own photo to the
gallery to show your support to Iraq’s nonviolent
activists.
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The Challenges of Reconciliation

Learning From Survivors in Rwanda and Burundi
David Zarembka is the Coordinator of the
African Great Lakes Initiative of the Friends
Peace Teams and lives in Lumakanda, western
Kenya.

D

o you really believe that reconciliation is possible between mortal enemies? Are
revenge and retaliation basic
human traits that make true reconciliation remarkably unlikely?
Venancie Nyirabyimana is a Tutsi survivor of the 1994 Rwanda genocide. In
2007 she attended a Healing and Rebuilding Our Community (HROC) workshop
sponsored by the African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) of the Friends Peace Teams.
She said that before the workshop, “I didn’t
think I could ever forgive the killers.” The
workshop was also attended by the Hutu
man whom she had witnessed killing her
two brothers with a machete and her
younger sister with a spear. He had just been
released from prison. On the third day of
the workshop, there is a trust walk done in
pairs and one person is blindfolded and the
other leads the “blind” person around, then
they switch places. Here is what Venancie
said when she was, by chance, paired up
with the man who killed her siblings:
I remember the trust walk when the person who killed my family was my partner. I
was shaking because my partner was a known
killer and very strong. I though he might throw
me down. But he also had fear and he took me
gently, kindly. I asked, “Will you lead me in
peace?” After the trust walk with him, I felt it
was not good to stay in my grief and had no
fear against him.
Before the trust walk, Venancie illustrated one the basic attitudes that impedes
reconciliation. This is the dichotomous
world view of Good vs. Evil. This leads people to want to adopt the role of the Rescuer
who helps the Victim and condemns the
Perpetrator. Reconciliation demands that

Listening exercise for Healing and Rebuilding Our Communities workshop in
Rwanda. photo: African great lakes initiative

this simplistic world view be reexamined.
Bethany Mahler attended this workshop
and wrote:
When you come from a place of comfort and security, where there was always
someone to tuck you in at night, trust is easily built because there is no reason not to
trust. In Rwanda, there is every reason not
to trust. To behold a shy, widowed woman
close her eyes and offer her hand to the man
that destroyed her once-happy life was singularly beautiful. This small movement, this
slight touch was everything. You imagine
there is that kind of strength and benevolence in the world, but you rarely get to witness it. That day in September, I saw a world
transformed through the eyes of every
Rwandan in that room, a transformation in
the richest, most profound sense of the
word.

The Healing and Rebuilding Our Community program (HROC) originated in
Rwanda after the 1994 genocide and in Burundi near the end of the civil war. Its purpose was, and is, to bring together both sides
of a terrible tragedy so that the cycle of violence might be broken and Hutu and Tutsi
can again live together in peace and tranquility. Over time the program has developed these six principles:
• In every person, there is something
that is good.
• Each person and society has the inner
capacity to heal, and an inherent intuition
of how to recover from trauma. Sometimes
the wounds are so profound that people or
communities need support to rediscover
that inner capacity.º
continued on page 20

10

PeaceWork

|

November 2008

Do We Hear the ‘Very Silent Minority’?

A Call for Solidarity Work with Muslims and Arab Americans
Nancy Milio is a member of the Chapel Hill
Friends Meeting, and Clerk of the Policy
Committee and Executive Committee of the
Friends Committee on National Legislation.

Muslims are a very silent minority, afraid
of a backlash if they’re too vocal. But if we don’t
use our voice, then we have lost the battle. —
Khalilah Sabra, Muslim American Society

I

t took tragic markers in our recent
history to impel US peace and justice workers to reach out to US
Muslims: the first US invasion of
Iraq in 1991; the Oklahoma City
bombing (when many news commentators at first incorrectly assumed that
the bomber was a Muslim); and especially the anti-Muslim and anti-Arab
hate crimes which followed the attacks
of September 11, 2001. Even so, cries
for support often had to come first
from Muslim Americans.
We can find scattered examples of solidarity: A neighbor escorts a scared child to
school; a joint Muslim-Jewish panel confronts racism; interfaith peace walks oppose
war; demonstrators protest night raids of
Muslim households; others use media to
oppose hate crimes and amplify the rights
and contributions of Muslim Americans.
Many service organizations and faithbased groups, welcome requests to assist
others, for example Muslim refugees.
All of this is time-intensive hard work
and good work, indicating a readiness to
respond. But only some of these responses
address the conditions that breed fear and
anger, which in large part are policy issues
that shape all of our lives, like civil liberties,
meeting human needs, and nonviolent conflict resolution.

Muslims’ America
Today’s Muslims in the US face intense
religious and ethnic bias, especially since the

September 11 attacks. There is often a tripleedged stereotype at work: foreigner, infidel,
and terrorist-sympathizer.
Under the PATRIOT Act, seven US
non-profits were completely shut down for
“supporting terrorism”— all Muslimaffiliated charities. [Schenwar, Truthout
Report, Aug, 2008] But in its flagship
“terrorist financing” case, when the Justice
Department’s ethnically-targeted
prosecutorial strategy charged the Holyland
Foundation with giving “material support”
to terrorist organizations [Hamas’ social
service committees], the court declared a
mistrial because of denial of due process.
According to a Pew Research Center
study published in February 2008, a
majority of Muslims find it more difficult
to be a Muslim since the September 11
attacks. More than 8 in 10 have personally
experienced some form of discrimination,
such as being a target of cultural profiling.

Beyond Individuals
This less-than-visible sense of exclusion
is an ongoing story, replicated in schools,
media, businesses, and public services —
especially police and security agencies.
Recently in Congress, conservative senators
attempted to shut down Internet Muslim
voices and authorize the federal security
apparatus to combat alleged “homegrown
terrorists,” asserting, “This [terrorist] threat
is now increasingly from within” the US.
[Violent Islamist Extremists, the Internet,
and Homegrown Terrorism, 5/8/08].
Muslim and Arab American advocacy
groups noted how civil liberties and faithbased groups quickly spoke out against these
undocumented charges made in a minority
Senate terrorism report. A Muslim coalition
then voiced its own opposition to the report
and wrote to their newfound allies:
Political realities sometimes constrain organizations within the Muslim American com-

munity from forcefully asserting the full range
of arguments available to us when confronting
opponents of religious and civil liberties. As a
result, we deeply appreciate the efforts of those
who supported the May 7 [ACLU] memo [opposing the terrorism report] and look forward
to opportunities to collaborate going forward…”
The continuing story of US Muslims
and Arab Americans can also bear the fruit
of hope for peace and justice. A few efforts
go beyond individuals and events, and are
more complex and perhaps more enduring.
Their challenges may offer clues for stronger, more sustainable work to build an inclusive and just democracy.
A stark, early morning intrusion and
abrupt interrogation of 150 Muslim families by police and FBI agents occurred in
Syracuse, NY in 2003; agents demanded
answers about family donations to a local
Muslim charity, their immigration status,
and Islam. A coalition of peace and civil liberties groups mobilized in solidarity and
protested — symbolically (for instance by
wearing hijabs), and politically by visiting
their Congressmembers.
In response to an overture from Muslim
organizations in California Bay Area, the
American Friends Service Committee
helped form the Interfaith Witness for Peace
in the Middle East. Tackling fears engendered by racism, IWP worked with a
mosque on an educational package to teach
and circulate a series on “Islamophobia and
anti-Semitism: Confronting Racism.” Beyond its educational focus, IWP responded
to the prevalent fear of government intrusions among mosques by creating “honorary membership” for non-Muslim activists,
so that should police confiscate mosque
membership lists, many non-Muslims
would be among the names.
continued on page 16
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Daily Acts of Rebellion

The Poetry of the Young William Stafford
Paul Lacey, professor emeritus of literature at
Earlham College, is Clerk of the National Board
of Directors of the American Friends Service
Committee. Here he reviews Another World
Instead: The Early Poetry of William Stafford,
1937-1947, edited and with an introduction by
Fred Marchant (Graywolf Press 2008).

Los Prietos, CA,
c. 1943. William
Stafford serving
as a Conscientious
Objector at Civilian
Public Service
Camp. Photo: William

W

illiam Stafford, poet and
pacifist, did not begin
publishing poetry until
he was in his forties,
long after his experience as a World
War II conscientious objector in the
Civilian Public Service camps. But he
had been writing poems daily since
that time, and anyone who already
loves his writing will be grateful to
Fred Marchant for this selection from
Stafford’s first 400 poems. The better
we already know his mature work, the
more pleasure these poems will give.
The later work will have greater resonance and richness, as it should have:
Early work prepares for the later, and
the young person’s passion is deepened, enriched, perhaps tempered by
more experience.
Marchant’s introduction beautifully
places Stafford’s poetry in the framework
of those years of first testing, when he served
in Civilian Public Service camps. Being a
conscientious objector has never been easy,
but being opposed to “the good war”
marked out the men, their families and girlfriends and wives, for scorn. CPS was designed to demand grueling, often trivial
work, and to feel prison-like. Many experienced it as punishment for conscience.
Marchant has shaped this selection to
tell the developmental story of the “deep,
inner-life work” which is, for me, the essence
of Stafford’s poetic accomplishment. The
mature pacifist activist and practiced poet
grows from the roots of the war years.
The early poetry comes from an exile, a

Stafford Archives,
Lewis & Clark College.

recognition of being (Marchant’s words) “so
far out on the margins of society,” but what
must strike any student of Stafford’s life’s
work is how all the sources of the bitterness,
alienation, and cramped self-protectiveness
that the CPS experience produced in many
who served there seem often instead to have
been transmuted into health and openness
to the world.
We will not understand Stafford’s accomplishment if we do not recognize how
intensely he practiced his writer’s discipline.
Every morning, starting in CPS, he would
get up at 4:30 am to give himself the day’s
first hours to write. This free writing invited
the words and images to emerge as they

would, to become later backbone and limbs
of a poem. The government owned his time
from after breakfast through the rest of the
day, but early morning was all his. That is
an act of self-assertion, maybe even of defiance, but above all of openness to creative
energy, “the flow of my inner life.” Out of
this spirit of silent waiting and invitation he
wrote at least a poem a day virtually his
whole life.
When asked what he did if the poems
thus produced did not meet his highest standards, Stafford says he answered: “I lower
my standards.” This is of course blasphemy,
if we expect every poem to be High Art,
continued on page 19
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Israeli Students Refuse to Serve the Occupation
In the spring of 2008, a group of high school
seniors followed in the tradition of earlier
teenaged Israeli conscientious objectors
(traditionally referred to as the shministim) and
publicly declared their refusal to serve in the
Israeli Defense Force as required by law. Four
women COs, signatories of the 2008 high school
seniors’ refusal letter, have been sentenced to
brief prison terms this fall, and may face further
punishment. Others will be sentenced soon. For
updates, visit the campaign’s Facebook page
(search for “shministim”) or visit www.
gush-shalom.org. The letter is reprinted here.

W

e, high-school graduate
teens, declare that we
shall work against the
Israeli occupation and
oppression policy in the Occupied Territories and the territories of Israel.
Therefore we will refuse to take part
of these actions, which are being done
under our name as part of the Israeli
Defense Force.
Our refusal comes first and foremost as
a protest on the separation, control, oppression and killing policy held by the state of
Israel in the Occupied Territories, as we understand that this oppression, killing, and
hatred will never lead us to peace.
All the members of this group believe in
developing the value of social work. We are
not refusing to serve the society we live in,
but are protesting against the occupation
and the ways of actions which the militaristic system holds as it is today — crushing
civil rights, discriminating on a racial base
and acting opposing international laws.
We oppose the actions taken in the
name of the “defense” of the Israeli society
(Checkpoints, targeted killing, apartheid
roads available for Jews only, curfews, etc.)
that serve the occupation and exploitation
policy, annex more conquered territories to
the State of Israel and trample the rights of
the Palestinian population in an aggressive
manner. These actions serve as a band-aid
covering a bleeding wound, and as a limited
and temporary solution that will accelerate

Tel Aviv, Israel, 2008. Omer Goldman, Tamar Katz, and Miya Tamrin, Israeli conscientious objectors. Photo: Keren Manor/Activestills.org

and aggravate the conflict further.
We denounce the plundering and the
theft of territories and sources of income to
the Palestinians. In addition, we oppose any
transformation of Palestinian cities and villages to ghettos without minimal living conditions or income sources enclosed by the
separation wall.
We also protest the humiliating and disrespectful behavior of the military forces towards Palestinians in the West Bank; violence towards demonstrators, public
humiliations, arrests, destruction of property
regardless to any safety or defense needs, all
of which violate global human rights and
international law.
The soldiers who commit crimes under
the patronage and protection of their
commanders reflect the image of the Israeli
society; a destructive society that is incapable
of accepting its neighboring nation as a
partner and not as an enemy.
In order to hold an effective dialogue
between the two societies, we, the wellestablished and stronger society, have the
responsibility of establishing and
strengthening the other. Only with a more

socially and financially established partner
could we work towards peace rather than
one-sided retaliation acts. Rather than
supporting those citizens who have hope for
peace, the military pushes more and more
people towards acts of extreme violence and
escalation.
We hereby challenge every citizen who
wonders if the military’s policy in the
Occupied Territories is conducive to the
progression of the peace process, to discover
for themselves the truth and to lift the veil
which distorts the reality of the situation...
and to stand up against every action which
is irrational and illegal.
In a place where there are humans, there
is someone to talk to. Therefore, we ask to
create a dialogue that goes beyond the power
struggle, the retaliation and one-sided
attrition actions; to disprove the “No
Partner” myth, which is leading to a loselose situation of ongoing frustration, and to
move to more humane methods.
We cannot hurt in the name of defense
or imprison in the name of freedom;
therefore we cannot be moral and serve the
occupation.
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There are No More Secrets Here

Medical Professionals Protest Being Denied Entry to Gaza
Alice Rothchild, MD, is the author of Broken
Promises, Broken Dreams: Stories of Jewish and
Palestinian Trauma and Resilience (Pluto Press),
www.brokenpromisesbrokendreams.com. On
October 26, she and more than a hundred other
international medical and psychiatric professionals were denied entry to Gaza by Israeli
officials when they attempted to attend a
conference sponsored by the World Health
Organization. Nevertheless, the conference
attenders knocked on the gates of the Erez
Crossing checkpoint and held a rally when
police pushed them away. The conference was
held in Ramallah instead, with a constant video
link between Ramallah and Gaza.

M

y name is Alice Rothchild.
I stand here today as a US
physician, author, and
participant in the Gaza
conference, “Siege and Mental Health.”
We strongly protest the decision by
the Israeli authorities to deny entry
permits to 120 international academics and concerned professionals. We
have travelled from all over the world
to present important research and to
freely exchange ideas on the consequences of the repeated and ongoing
trauma to the men, women, and children living in Gaza and to discuss how
best to meet their clinical needs.
The Fourth Geneva Convention recognizes the international right of health care
personnel to provide care and perform their
professional duties without restriction in all
circumstances. The State of Israel presents
itself as a democracy where academic and
press freedoms are respected. Today all of
these principles have been gravely violated.
On September 2, 2008, I received a
personal invitation to attend the international
conference in Gaza on Mental Health and
the Siege, organized by the Gaza Community
Mental Health Program and the World
Health Organization (WHO), and
immediately applied for a permit from the

appropriate Israeli authorities.
Subsequently, I was informed that the
WHO office in Gaza had submitted requests on behalf of 80 international professionals from the US, UK, Canada, Holland
and Italy. Forty other academics requested
entry visas via other avenues.
On October 13, WHO was informed
that all requests for entry were denied.
Subsequent conversations with members of
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel who
contacted the relevant authorities, revealed
that this denial of access was a political rather
than a security-related decision.
I am a practicing physician from Boston
and an Assistant Professor in Obstetrics and
Gynecology at Harvard Medical School. I
am also the author of Broken Promises,
Broken Dreams: Stories of Jewish and
Palestinian Trauma and Resilience. In my
book I explore the consequences of
occupation using experiences working with
Israeli and Palestinian clinicians, patients,
and families. I have been to Gaza at the
Jabalya Refugee Camp and the Gaza
Community Mental Health Program and
interviewed families and children with
traumatic stress disorders.
I can only ask the Israeli authorities who
made this decision to deny me and my
colleagues entry permits:
What do you have to hide?
What are you ashamed we may see?
What are you afraid we may say?
There are no more secrets here.
Gaza is in the midst of a massive economic, political and humanitarian catastrophe. The infrastructure, economy, health
care, and educational systems are collapsing
under the weight of the blockade and repeated military incursions. Families are collapsing from the trauma of Israeli military
assaults, sonic booms, home demolitions,
and the inability of parents to protect their
own children. Youth are particularly vulner-

able to the trauma of repeated experiences
of violence and the loss of all hope.
To the Israeli authorities who denied
internationals access, I say: You cannot hide,
the world is watching. You may be building
walls, but we in the international community
are building bridges. In two hours we will
travel to Erez Crossing to protest your
decision. You may deny us entry, but we will
still confer with our colleagues by video
conference in Ramallah, bear witness to the
suffering in the region, and listen to the
research. We will stand in solidarity with the
good people of Gaza who are struggling to
heal their devastating wounds stemming
from the continued occupation and siege,
home demolitions, and the imprisonment
of 1.5 million people. We, the international
community, will not remain silent.

Erez Crossing, Israel, October 26, 2008.
Rally to protest Israel’s denial of entry
permits to dozens of medical and psychiatric professionals trying to attend
a conference in Gaza. photo: Oren Ziv/
ACtivestills.org
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Peace and Permits in Al Aqaba

A Palestinian Village Seeks Security in Area C
Haj Sami Sadik, mayor of the Palestinian village
of Al Aqaba in the Jordan River Valley, gave this
speech at the Peace Works Conference,
sponsored by the Rachel Corrie Foundation in
Olympia, WA, October 17-19, 2008.

W

hen you visit our village
of Al Aqaba in the West
Bank, you will see our
unique mosque with a
double minaret in the shape of a peace
sign. One hundred and thirty children
will welcome you to our kindergarten.
Ours is a Palestinian village in the Jordan River Valley, far from borders and
settlements, in the area designated by
the Oslo Accords as Area C. Despite
many wrongs committed against us,
we believe in peace. I am the mayor of
the village and I have come to the US
to ask Americans who care about peace
to care about Al Aqaba.
The Israeli Army says our village looks
like southern Lebanon, so starting in 1983,
it used our village for training exercises.
Troops burst into our homes in the middle
of the night without provocation, shot live
ammunition, and placed mines in our fields.
Eight villagers were killed and thirty-six were
wounded — and I am one of them. I have
been wheelchair-bound since the age of 16.
Seven hundred villagers moved to safer
neighboring towns, leaving only three hundred in the village.
In 2002, in response to our petition, the
Israeli High Court of Justice ruled that the
Israeli Army had to remove one of three
military training camps from village land
and stop using our village for training practice — and the Israeli Army complied. With
the court’s decision in our favor, we hoped
our villagers could return home. That’s when
we asked a US nonprofit, the Rebuilding
Alliance, to help us build a better kindergarten. A minivan now brings 130 children and
many mothers, Muslim and Christian, from

throughout the region to our Al Haq kindergarten. The mothers join the Women’s
Cooperative upstairs where they make handicrafts to earn extra money.
In 2004, as we were building our kindergarten, the Israel Army Civil Authority
issued demolition orders against the entire
village of Al Aqaba, including the mosque,
the medical center, nearly all the homes, and
the kindergarten. We petitioned the Israeli
High Court of Justice to overturn the demolition orders. On April 17, 2008, the
three judges issued their verdict, stating that

I am the mayor of the
village and I have come to
the US to ask Americans
who care about peace to
care about Al Aqaba.

“Under no circumstances will buildings be
allowed to stand without a valid building
permit.” However, they did not address the
fact that building permits are unattainable
in the 130 Palestinian villages in Area C of
the West Bank.
In democratic societies, the local government of each city, town, or village creates
the master land use plan that provides zoning for homes, shops, public buildings (including schools), and agricultural land. The
municipality then issues building permits
in accordance with its master land-use plan
for the land they own. But Area C, which
constitutes 60% of the West Bank, is under
total control of the Israeli Army Civil Authority. According to the Israeli human
rights group, BIMKOM: Planners for Planning Rights, the Israeli Army Civil Authority declares the130 Palestinian villages in

Area C as “unrecognized,” making residents
lawbreakers just by living in their homes.
The Israeli Army Civil Authority narrowly
interprets 1943 British Mandate plans to
summarily dismiss requests for building permits — but, simultaneously, it designates
much of our land as “State Land,” which is
then made available for illegal Israeli settlements. So, while Israeli settlers form building committees and design master plans to
meet their needs, our homes and schools are
under demolition orders placed by the Israeli Army. Their demolition bulldozers will
come at any time, now or years from now,
without notice.
Seventeen embassies, UN agencies, and
non-governmental organizations have invested in Al Aqaba since we built our kindergarten — and we are asking all of them
to press the Israeli government to accept our
village master plan so we can issue retroactive building permits. On my trip to the US,
I’ve met with the US State Department and
with senior staff members for Senators and
Representatives. The State Department has
expressed support, and it helps when Senators and Representatives call them to say
they care about Al Aqaba. In turn, Congressional staffers will help — but they need to
hear from as many constituents as possible
so that when they call the Israeli Embassy,
they can say that 1000, 3000, or 5000 people in their district care about peace and care
about Al Aqaba.
I want my village to have the right to
issue valid building permits to secure the
future of Al Aqaba. With this right, a glaring oversight of the Oslo Accords will be
overturned, showing our villagers and the
world that peace and justice are achievable
through peaceful means. America, as friends
of Israel, you are the ones who can best press
for change. I hope you will urge your elected
representatives to act for peace and care
about Al Aqaba.
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A Community Stands with its Military Women
Vigilers Grieve Four Murders in Nine Months
Ann Wright is a retired US Army Reserves
colonel. She is the co-author of Dissent: Voices of
Conscience, profiles of government insiders who
have spoken out against government policies.
This article first appeared as “Military Town
Newspaper Challenges US Military on Murder of
Military Women” on Truthout, October 17, 2008.

T

he October 14, 2008 editorial
in the Fayetteville, NC Observer “Our View: Military
Domestic Violence Needs
More Aggressive Prevention,” focused
on the murders of four militar y
women in North Carolina and contained a startling comment: “In a way,
it’s surprising that there aren’t more
bodies piling up at military bases all
over this nation.” The Observer is the
newspaper that serves Fort Bragg, one
of the military’s largest US bases.
The editorial was in response to a vigil
held on October 8 at the gates of Fort Bragg
to commemorate the murder of four US
military women in North Carolina in the
preceding nine months, and to call for action to prevent more murders by members
of the US military.
In a nine-month period from December
2007 to September 2008, four US military
women were killed by military men near the
Army’s Fort Bragg and the Marine Corps’s
Camp Lejeune, two military mega-bases in
North Carolina.
Three of the women were in the Army.
The latest murder victim was 29-year-old
US Army Sergeant Christina Smith, who
was killed September 30, 2008. Her husband, Fort Bragg Sergeant Richard Smith,
26, was arrested and charged with first-degree murder and conspiracy. Also arrested
was 18-year-old Mathew Kvapil, a private
first class at Fort Bragg.
Specialist Megan Touma was seven
months pregnant when her body was found
inside a Fayetteville hotel room on June 21,

2008. A married male soldier, whom she
knew in Germany, has been arrested.
The estranged Marine husband of Army
Second Lieutenant Holley Wimunc, an
Army nurse at Fort Bragg, has been arrested
for her death and the burning of her body.
Marine Lance Corporal Maria Lauterbach had been raped in May 2007, and protective orders had been issued against the
alleged perpetrator, fellow Marine Corporal
Cesar Laurean. The burned body of Lauterbach and her unborn baby were found in
a shallow grave in the back yard of Laurean’s
home in January 2008. Laurean fled to
Mexico, where he was captured by Mexican

authorities. He is currently awaiting extradition to the United States to stand trial.
Lauterbach’s mother testified before Congress on July 31, 2008, that the Marine
Corps ignored warning signs that Laurean
was a danger to her daughter.
In 2002, four military spouses were
murdered at Fort Bragg by their Special
Forces husbands after they returned from
Afghanistan. The Observer editorial was remarkable in its clarity on the causes and
connections between domestic and statesponsored violence:
“It’s an old argument. We train men, and
now women, to wage war, then we are baffled

Fort Bragg, NC,
October 8, 2008.
Former army
captain Michael
McPhearson, now
Executive Director
of Veterans for
Peace, joins a vigil
at the gates of the
Fort Bragg military
base for four women killed locally by
military men over
the preceding nine
months. Photo: Chuck
Fager, courtesy of
Quaker House (www.
quakerhouse.org)
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when they do that to each other. It is driven in
times of war by a national culture that can
extol violence, conflating it with patriotism.
And don’t overlook the general population
raised on a steady diet of malevolence disguised
as entertainment. In a way, it’s surprising that
there aren’t more bodies piling up at military

In 2002, four military
spouses were murdered at
Fort Bragg by their Special
Forces husbands after they
returned from Afghanistan.
bases all over this nation. We are certain, nevertheless, that the demonstrators (at the gates of
Fort Bragg) were on to something that we as a
community need to address. This may become
an epidemic that threatens us all. It is a problem we, as a community, military and civilian,
can’t ignore. It is also a problem that we have
not, so far, effectively solved.”
On the morning of the commemoration, the father of Second Lieutenant Holley
Wimunc sent a message to Quaker House,
one of the sponsors of the October 8 vigil.
Mr. James thanked the individuals and organizations for the tribute to Holley and the
other murdered women, and wrote, “There
will be no end to our grief. They say time
heals, it hasn’t started to heal for us. We visit
the cemetery and mourn daily for Holley
and anguish (sic) over the senseless way in
which she was taken from us. Holley’s children Tre and Kendell, seven and three years
old, respectively, will never really know their
mom. Years from now, they will spend time
looking through the things we’ve saved from
their mother’s life and wonder ‘what might
have been.’ We appreciate that you offer
hope and help to others. It is our wish and
prayer that not another family will have to
go through this.”
Another survivor of military domestic
violence joined the vigil. Christine Horne
flew from Coconut Grove, Florida, to com-

memorate the deaths of four military
women and to mourn her own mother’s
death. Thirty-four years ago in 1974, when
she was nine years old and her brother was
five, their Special Forces father murdered
their mother in their home just off Fort
Bragg by stabbing her over 50 times. In a
military court martial, her father received a
life sentence for the murder, but was released
after 12 years in prison.
The Observer editorial acknowledged,
“The Army has made a good-faith effort to
provide programs and services to prevent domestic violence and save lives. But it’s not
enough. The effort must be redoubled, the violence studied more carefully, and the intervention waged even more aggressively... the recent
spate of murders underscores the fact that domestic violence remains a significant problem
here. Whatever preventive action is being taken
at Fort Bragg, it isn’t enough.”
Because the preventive action being
taken by the military is not enough, 40
women and men from around North Carolina and the nation stood at the Fort Bragg
entrance gate to commemorate the deaths
and call for action to prevent any others. We
were greeted by many honks of agreement
from cars going onto the base and several
military spouses came out to join us. Sadly,
no one from military command authority
nor from the Prevention of Domestic Violence offices at Fort Bragg made the effort
to come to the gates to talk about ending
the epidemic of violence.
F o r m o r e i n f o r m at i o n

The Military Response to Victims of Domestic
Violence: Tools for Civilian Advocates, by Judith
Beals (Battered Women’s Justice Project, www.
bwjp.org)
Quaker House, 223 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, NC
28301; qpr@quaker.org; www.quakerhouse.org;
http://www.quakerhouse.org/DV-Military.htm,
The Miles Foundation, a non-profit providing comprehensive services to victims of violence associated with the military & conducting research,
advocacy, and training; POB 423, Newtown, CT
06470; 203/270-7861; milesfdn@yahoo

Very Silent Minority
continued from page 10

Moving Together
Dialogue can begin on our initiative or
in unexpected ways, and can be followed up
— when there is a concerted search for opportunity. There are a range of secular and
religious groups advocating for Arab American and Muslim communities, some of
which may not be immediately responsive
because of fear of intrusions or attacks. With
sensitivity to these concerns, and care to follow-up promises with action, we can build
bridges and develop trust. Achieving joint
service activities can pave the way to addressing mutual policy issues. If we make an explicit commitment to find common ground
and common work, and maintain these ties
to help create a more inclusive society, we
can move a peace and justice agenda forward.
Call it “homegrown peacemaking.”
U S Mus l i m / A r a b A d v o c a c y

The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (www.adc.org) focuses on
public and political information and
advocacy for civil liberties, ending
racial profiling, and balanced media
reportage on Muslim issues.
The Muslim American Society (www.masnet.org) works to educate MuslimAmericans and to reach out to mainstream civil liber ties and voter
empowerment organizations.
Muslim Advocates (www.muslimadvocates.org) is a coalition promoting civil
liberties through legal advocacy, policy, and public education.
US Muslim media include such outlets as
Islamic Magazine, Arabamericannews.
com, Arab Insight and The American
Muslim TV Hour. The Interfaith Alliance
supports an NPR radio program, State
of Belief. It advocates inclusion, exposes
encroachments on civil liberties and
raises the profile of Muslim-American
leaders. The Washington Post created
an “On Faith” blog, which includes a
panel of Muslim-American leaders who
respond to readers’ questions.
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Air Shows and Resistance
Steve Baggarly is a member of the Norfolk, VA
Catholic Worker (www.jonahhouse.org).

O

ceana Naval Air Station in
Virginia Beach, Virginia,
hosted its fiftieth annual
air show on September 19,
2008. Oceana is home to F-18 Hornets
and Super Hornets which are deployed
on aircraft carriers stationed at Norfolk
Naval Base, also in Virginia. This
year’s show, dubbed “A Legacy of
Excellence,” was one of over 200 air
shows taking place across the country
this year from March to November.
Air shows are one of the US military’s
hottest community relations and recruiting
tools. At Oceana, attenders were dazzled by
active duty fighters, bombers, transports,
and spy planes, displayed both on the
ground and in eardrum-shattering air demonstrations. Booths sponsored by defense
contractors lauding the next generations of
military aircraft under development offered
pencils, stickers, and glossy photos of sleek,
futuristic war planes.
With rock and country music on the
speakers, concession stands, and picnicking
areas, the show was intended as a family affair. Features of the event included small
Naval river craft crowded with kids behind
the machine guns, a rack of M-4 and M-16
rifles and Army issue shotguns for visitors
to handle, an opportunity for small children
to lie in the grass with a sniper’s rifle and
peer through its sights. But the Navy’s Blue
Angels precision flying team and the other
military aircraft were the stars of the show.
Unmentioned anywhere was the sole
purpose of all the assembled high-tech weaponry on display. Nowhere was their killing
vocation acknowledged. Nowhere was the
reality of the people under the bombs described even in a whisper: the deafening explosions, the quaking earth, the fear, the
chaos, the smoke and fire, the loss of homes,
jobs, utilities, and resources, the burning of

Virginia Beach, VA, September 19, 2008. Members of the Norfolk, VA Catholic
Worker during an air show at the Oceana Naval Air Base. Photo: Jonah House

flesh, the spurting of blood, the pain and
shock, the blinding and maiming, the deep
psychological trauma, the soul-rending
howls of new orphans and widows. Nowhere was mentioned the inherently indiscriminate nature of airstrikes; that every time
a bomb bay door opens, civilians are as likely
as anyone to be blown to shreds. Nowhere
were there photos of blood-drenched Iraqi
and Afghan children. Nowhere was posted
the definition of war crimes.
Such realities would have upset what
was essentially a religious event. Faith in the
weapons was palpable. The aircraft were
heralded as the source of freedom and security, peace and prosperity. These attributes
of a deity were readily assigned to the warplanes, the airborne idols of the national religion, militarism. In the end it is our B-52s
and F-18s and our stealth fighters and
bombers that many believe will save us. This
is the message of the air shows: Life as we
know it is made possible by these planes and
we owe them our absolute and undying allegiance.
There are two air shows each year in
Virginia’s Hampton Roads area, and several

hundred thousand people attend the threeday events. This weekend at Oceana four
people disturbed the good order of the show
by climbing atop the B-52 bomber on display with banners reading “We Shalt Not
Kill” and “Weapons of Mass Destruction
are Nothing to Celebrate.” Each one of the
Air Force’s 66 nuclear-capable B-52s can
carry the equivalent of 320 Hiroshima
bombs. In their 45-year history they have
bombed Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Iraq,
and Afghanistan.
The four banner bearers were detained
along with eight observers. Eleven people
were given letters banning them from Naval
installations from Virginia to Maine. One
demonstrator violated a previous banning
order and will face a trespassing charge in
Federal Court in Norfolk that carries up to
six months in jail and a $500 fine.
Air shows are public liturgies venerating
gods of metal. They glorify wars and indoctrinate children. Go to airshowbuzz.com
and find the air show nearest you. Then grab
some friends, some signs, literature, puppets
or a bullhorn, and, as Dan Berrigan has said,
“Don’t just do something, stand there!”
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The Human Right to Health
Reflections of a Community Educator
Azalia Mitchell is a community educator who
has done public health work in rural
communities throughout West Africa and in
Rwanda and Haiti. Melony Swasey, a freelance
journalist, editor, and former Peacework intern,
interviewed her in October, 2008.

W

hat brought you to public
health work?
I joined the Peace Corps
and started doing community health work, volunteering in communities in Côte d’Ivoire. I did community
education with women about their bodies
— their reproductive organs and prenatal
and postnatal care — and about caring for
newborns. And I worked with high school
girls, teaching them about their bodies, sexual health, hygiene, sanitation, and nutrition.
That’s where I first learned about the
prevalence of disease. I encountered people
with diseases we don’t have in the United
States anymore and some that we’ve never
had. We don’t have malarial mosquitoes
anymore; you don’t see cholera outbreaks or
people dying of typhoid.
In rural West African communities,
people I met had been taught very little
about their physical health. People knew
they weren’t healthy — they would say they
were tired. But even with malaria, many
didn’t know how it was transmitted; some
people thought they got it from eating oily
foods. This was crazy to me. People had a
name for the disease, and could identify
signs and symptoms, but they didn’t know
how it was transmitted and therefore didn’t
know how to prevent it.
It was the same with nutrition: Many of
the women and kids were malnourished
only because people had not been taught
how to combine foods to create a nutritious
meal. While there were many families who,
literally, did not have food to eat, a lack of
education was also a huge part of the equa-

Rusasa, Rwanda, March 2008. Azalia Mitchell and participants in a week-long workshop on basic health education and the roles and responsibilities of health workers.
photo: James Haganza

tion, and there wasn’t a place for them to get
that information. No one should have to
suffer and get sick because of a lack of information.
So I walked around and talked to people
all day. I was either going to someone’s house
or people were stopping by mine to get information. Women would ask me about
vaginal discharge or other things about their
reproductive and sexual health, wanting to
know whether it was normal. It was surprising how little information I could have and
still have people turned to me as a major resource.
I talked about nutrition, sexually transmitted infections, HIV. I encouraged
women to go to the local clinic — for the
pregnant women to go for prenatal consultations and for mothers to have their kids
vaccinated.
I stuck with community health work
because you could see actual results: a year

later you could see a big difference, with
cases of infection decreasing. It was interesting and exciting. I saw women coming to
the clinic and saw the difference it made:
Mothers were delivering live babies, and getting through the birthing process alive.
But I kept thinking, People are dying.
And it was hard to grasp why. People had a
tendency to say, “He died so stupidly.” It’s
true — these were all the stupidest diseases,
ones that were easily preventable. Most children who die before they are five years of
age are killed by easily preventable diseases.
We have come so far in modern medicine.
We can treat complicated diseases and perform heart surgery, but we can’t prevent children from dying of diarrhea?
What gains have you seen in disease eradication?
For three years I worked for the Carter
Center in areas where there was a disease
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called Guinea worm, a waterborne, parasitic
disease. People get it by drinking contaminated water. The worm essentially stays in
the system for nine months to a year. My
responsibility was to go to villages where
Guinea worm was endemic, both to do
community education and to figure out
what was preventing Guinea worm from
being eradicated.
You can distribute water filters, and if
used correctly, they can break the transmission cycle of this debilitating, painful disease
— so that even if there is no potable water
source in the community, residents don’t
have to get Guinea worm. They don’t have
to be out of work for weeks or months, waiting to recuperate.
The fun part for me was figuring out
creative ways to teach people about Guinea
worm. We were able to experiment, using
radio messages, theater troupes, puppet
shows, and comic books.
And when it’s done, it will be done forever. Guinea worm is close to being eradicated globally (soon to join smallpox, the
only other disease that has been eradicated).
What differences do you see in impact between public health work carried out in
the US and work done internationally?
For me, public health is all fundamentally about human rights and social justice.
In the US, social and economic rights don’t
get much attention; we focus more on civil
and political rights. The human right to
health falls under social and economic rights,
which people don’t like to talk about here.
In the US it’s hard to say people have a right
to food and water.
Yet when we talk about human development internationally, it is considered normal to talk about education, health care,
food, water, and economic opportunities. It
is generally agreed that we need to give resources in order to help developing countries
develop their capacity — but when we talk
about universal health care here in the US,
it’s like a scandal.
My family was poor when I was grow-

ing up, ten kids with a single mom, but it
wasn’t this kind of poverty. I’m thinking
about all those women coming and asking
about their bodies, things that they never
had a chance to talk about. I’d gotten a lot
of my information from a book, a library,
or a women’s center. Folks in rural West Africa didn’t have access to these sources.
What dilemmas do you see in getting public health work done?
People shouldn’t be filtering mud as a
source of drinking water. With so many
things, we know what the solution is, but
it’s not yet happening. I often think, What’s
the number of people who died this hour
because they didn’t have a source of drinking water? I wish we could keep a sense of
urgency.
Some groups have been able to harness
the tools of the business sector to market
products that are for the social good, like
condoms and oral rehydration kits, at reduced prices. These programs have been
painted as a success. Except health is not a
commodity. This is life or death.
Programs should be giving condoms out
everywhere, or mosquito nets free of charge.
When people say something can’t be done,
they mean that it’s too expensive. That kind
of economic “sustainability” argument is
causing people to die.
What ideas can you offer people who want
to get involved?
There are plenty of good projects and
organizations, and many ways to get involved. At the most basic level, I encourage
people in the US to take a closer look at our
own health care system. Understand your
own health insurance benefits, and inform
yourself about the policies that have been
legislated to prevent people from having access to health care.
Once you’re aware, you move toward
some sort of action, whether it’s volunteering at Planned Parenthood or talking to
community groups that you’re involved in.
Do anything, as long as you’re doing something!
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William Stafford
continued from page 11

every day’s achievement a new “personal
best.” But what if it is a daily act of both rebellion and renewal of health? an act that, as
Robert Frost said, “begins in delight...” With
luck or grace, the poem that begins in delight may end in wisdom, but the patient
practice, the waiting in silence and solitude
for the right words and images to come, can
be restorative in itself. Judging a poem-inprogress is probably forebrain work, but
being willing to lower one’s standards may
be the best way to invite and sustain the creative flow.
Close readers of Stafford will be grateful
to the young poet for learning how to become the wiser, more realized artist and also
glad for the poems which show their own
accomplishment.
Here, in its entirety, is “Like Whitman,”
written on August 27, 1943:
If any time was used preparing
No preparing is wasted.
No preparing at all is wasted.
I am meeting you wherever you are.
I am on my way.
Do not let the distance and the time
Of that way influence you.
I am coming toward you.
Do you know anything of the breakers?
(Whatever holds back, outside and
inside)
Do you realize no preparation is ever
wasted?
(I am coming toward you).
Readers revisiting or just beginning to
explore William Stafford’s writings will also
share my gratitude to his son Kim Stafford
for his two books — his memoir Early Morning: Remembering My Father, William
Stafford (Graywolf Press, 2002) and the collection Every War Has Two Losers: William
Stafford on Peace and War (Milkweed Editions, 2003). Fred Marchant’s book joins
these as an excellent way into the whole arc
of William Stafford’s life and work.
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Reconciliation
continued from page 9

• Both victims and perpetrators of violence can experience trauma and its aftereffects.
• Healing from trauma requires that a
person’s inner good and wisdom is sought
and shared with others. It is through this effort that trust can begin to be restored.
• When violence has been experienced
at both a personal level and a community
level, efforts to heal and rebuild the country
must also happen at both the individual and
community levels.
• Healing individuals from trauma and
building peace between groups are deeply
connected. It is not possible to do one without the other. Therefore, trauma healing and
peace building efforts must happen simultaneously.
Do you believe in these principles? Do
you have doubts about some of them? Do
any of them seem to be outright wrong?
HROC workshops are three days long,
with half the participants from one side of
the divide and the other half from the opposing side. The curriculum was created to
introduce participants to the concept of
trauma, to build a sense of trust and community within the workshop, to facilitate
initial expressions of grief and mourning,
and to establish concrete ways to deal with
anger. Using Judith Herman’s stages of recovery as a conceptual framework, HROC
participants are guided through the four
stages of 1) Establishing Safety, 2) Remembrance and Mourning, 3) Reconnection
with Community, and 4) Finding Commonality. It is a participatory approach
which utilizes culturally appropriate games,
song, prayer, and discussions to empower
people to find their own meaning within
what is taught. Participants are encouraged
to share their experiences, which then become the basis for the learning. It is an environment where there are no wrong answers; where a person’s knowledge and
opinions are valid and real even if he or she
cannot read or write.

But does this work? Here is the testimony of Muhutu Juvenal, about 60 years
old, a Hutu from Burundi:
I was put into prison in 1998, accused of
having participated in the killings of Tutsi in
my neighborhood. Though I was waiting for
the death penalty, I got released in 2005. Really this was a miracle for me! I could not believe that I was acquitted.
I attended my first HROC workshop in
July 2006. This was my first time to be faceto-face with Tutsi, after my release from prison.
It is true that no Tutsi came to my home and
said that I should be arrested again. But inside
of me, I kept this grudge in my heart against
them. The time we met in HROC workshop,
I could not tell you how it came to me to think
that we would be arguing over my issue. Contrary, we were led in wonderful discussions
where we learned about things that wounded
us, shared our burdens, and so on. I discovered
that it is when you sit with someone and share
with them that you understand that the person
is not garbage. Once you have stored sweet
words in your heart, they stick there and they
help you to eliminate the bitterness. It is amazing to see how people in the community started
trusting me. They often come to me asking for
advice in the conflicts they may have because
they are, for sure, witnesses of the goodness that
is within me. They are the first ones to obviously
notice the real change that took place in me. I
want to keep being the model in my neighborhood.
When people see their children fighting
with each other because of ethnicity, they
begin to think, “When these children grow
up, will there be another cycle of violence,
worse than the last one?” “Worse than the
genocide” is hard for me to imagine. Then
again, the next round might not be genocide, but a mutual slaughter — so perhaps
it could be much worse. People with this experience realize that reconciliation and return
to normal living with the neighbor (enemy)
are essential for long-term peace. As Salvator
Ndayziga from Burundi says, “We adults,
we ought to find ways to get along together
as different ethnicities so that our children
would start from there.”

Sylvain Toyi, a Hutu from Burundi,
makes another point: “Before the workshop,
I liked to be alone most of the time. My heart
was exhausted from carrying all the bad stuff
I had. After the workshop, I remember that
is when I slept more deeply than any other
single night since 1993.”
This is a frequent comment. People who
have been carrying around anger, bitterness,
hostility, and fear for years talk about how a
great load or burden has been lifted off of
them when they realize that reconciliation
is both possible and necessary. When reconciliation occurs, people report feeling that
they have rejoined the human family. Frequently their first step is to stop beating or
screaming at their spouse, children, family,
and neighbors.
However, this reconciliation is not supported by everyone. For example after one
of the HROC workshops in Cyangugu, on
the southern edge of Lake Kivu in Rwanda,
some participants who wished to reconcile
encountered much hostility and resistance
from others in their villages. As a result the
Rwandan government had to supply guards
at night to protect a Tutsi survivor and a
Hutu perpetrator, who had become reconciled. The local Quaker pastor, reports that
it took two or three days after the HROC
workshop to negotiate the end of fighting
in the community between those supporting and opposing reconciliation.
In the US, think about the death penalty
and its “closure.” Think of the huge prison
population, US-led wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the ongoing hostility from the time of
slavery, and the genocide of the Native
Americans. In each case, few have moved
beyond the anger, fear, bitterness, and hostility towards a renewed world of reconciliation and tranquility. We have much to learn
from the survivors, perpetrators, and bystanders of the violence in Rwanda and Burundi.
F o r m o r e i n f o r m at i o n

Now I Am Human: Testimonies from the Healing
Companions Program in Rwanda and Burundi,
http://aglionline.org/publications/articles.htm
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Peacework Story on El Salvador Wins Award
One year ago, in our November 2007 issue, we
published Cristina Damon’s article “Salvadoran
Activists Targeted with US-Style Repression.” The
story focused on the arrest and extended
detention of 14 activists participating in (or in
some cases, simply traveling to) a demonstration against water privatization in the town of
Suchitoto, and noted how the Salvadoran
government had used recent legislation
modeled on the USA PATRIOT Act to suppress
the right to dissent.

‘’Women demand
the repeal of the
anti-terrorist law.’’
In February 2007,
seven hundred
Salvadorans made
a three-day march
from Suchitoto to
San Salvador for
the freedom of the
“Suchitoto 13,”
political prisoners
detained under
an El Salvador law
modeled on the
USA PATRIOT Act.

This article, together with four others (from our
comrades at NACLA Report on the Americas, In
These Times, The Nation, and the Inter Press
Service), was honored by Project Censored as
one of the most important to be covered by
independent reporters in the past year. “El
Salvador’s Water Privatization and the Global
War on Terror” is featured in the book Censored
2009, available at www.projectcensored.org.

Photo: US-El Salvador
Sister Cities, www.elsalvadorsolidarity.org

When publishing the “25 Most Censored
Stories,” Project Censored invites the authors to
submit an update to let readers know how the
story has continued to unfold. Here is what
Chris Damon writes:

I

n the year following the arrest of
fourteen social movement activists
in Suchitoto, there have been gains
for the Salvadoran social movement, which launched unified, concerted actions to overturn the law and
to achieve the unconditional liberty of
the detainees; however, there have also
been significant losses.
Thirteen of the original fourteen activists arrested spent 26 days under detention
in the main men’s and women’s prisons. As
a result of prison overcrowding, for some
this meant going without a bed and having
to purchase water for bathing and drinking.
They were released July 27, 2007, under
conditional terms that prevented them from
traveling outside the country pending the
presentation of further evidence.
This waiting period extended for seven
months, finally ending on February 8, 2008,
at which point the state attempted to quietly change the charges from “Acts of Terrorism” to “Public Disorder and Aggravated

Damages.” Given this change, the Special
Tribune appointed to handle terrorism
charges transferred the case to the regular
judicial system. An audience was held February 19 for which the States Attorney’s office failed to show up to present their case
leading the presiding judge to grant definitive liberty to all fourteen defendants due to
the lack of charges or evidence presented.
Despite an appeal by the States Attorney,
the ruling was upheld on April 4.
Jubilation over these victories was shortlived, given that on the night of May 2 one
of the former defendants, Hector Antonio
Ventura, was murdered as he slept in his
small village of Valle Verde, Suchitoto.
While no one has been arrested or
charged in the murder, both the media and
authorities have characterized the death as
related to the epidemic of gang crime which
plagues the country, the most violent in
Latin America.

However, the murders of activists like
Ventura have caused human rights organizations to take notice. In May, the Foundation for the Study of Law Application, together with other social movement
organizations, presented the case as the central element of a formal request to the State
Attorney’s office to investigate this and fourteen other murders that they argue may
represent the use of gang elements to commit political assassinations. They cite the
“Combined Group for the Investigation of
Illegal Armed Groups with Political Motivations” (1994), which established criteria
for determining the probability of political
motivation in a given crime: modus operandi, characteristics of the victim, and level
of impunity achieved by the authors.
As of yet there has been no official response to these demands. And the controversial Anti-Terrorism Legislation remains
in effect.
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Bits&peaces
EVENTS
Center for New Words Speaker Series,
11/18, 7 pm, Alison Bechdel, Essential
Dykes to Watch Out For, Lesley College,
1815 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge.
11/20, 7pm, Jean Kilbourne & Diane
Levin, So Sexy So Soon, Simmons College,
300 The Fenway, Boston. 12/2, 7pm,
Gender & Toys, CNW, 7 Temple Street,
Cambridge. 12/12, 7pm, Mouthful, An
Open Mic for Open Minds, CNW, 7 Temple
Street, Cambridge, 617/876-5310, www.
centerfornewwords.org

GATHERINGS
New England Gathering of War Tax
Resisters, 11/14-16; Kennebunk ME; this
year’s theme is “Telling Our Stories”; For
all WTRs & those who are
simply exploring; For more
information or to register,
contact Stephen Soucy, POB
5510, Ellsworth ME 04605;
sjsoucy@gmail.com or Larry
Dansinger, 207/525-7776

CAMPAIGNS
The U.S. Campaign to Ban
Landmines is a coalition of
thousands of citizens and
organizations dedicated to
a total ban on antipersonnel
landmines and cluster
munitions (www.uscbl.org).
It is one of 90 countr y
campaigns that form the
International Campaign to
Ban Landmines. A treaty to
ban cluster bombs has been
signed by 110 countries —
but not yet the US. The
Fr iends Committee on
National Legislation is the
coordinating organization
for the U.S. Campaign,
working to pass the Cluster
Munitions Civilian Protection
Act and to ratify the treaty.
www.fcnl.org

Accidental American Website and Book
Tour. Share your story about how you
became an Accidental American. Watch
videos and slideshows, share your family’s
recipes, download the discussion guide
and use it in your book club or classroom,
and take action on immigration policy.
Transgender Day of Remembrance and
TransAction! The Gay Lesbian Straight
Education Network stands in solidarity
with the 10th annual Transgender Day of
R emembrance ( TDOR) (w w w.
rememberingourdead.org) and
encourages students to commemorate
transgender people who have lost their
lives due to anti-transgender hatred or
prejudice. The official TDOR is November
20 and students are encouraged to do any
of the following or more: Candlelight
vigils; marches; art/photography displays,

visual representation of the number of
deaths with cardboard tomb stones of
remembered people, paper cutouts of
remembered people, or body outline
chalkings of remembered people. Plus:
TransAction! - New date in early 2009 to
be announced. TransAction! is a day for
education and celebration of transgender
and gender non-conforming people and
experiences. A day to begin having
dialogues about gender and to advocate
for inclusive schools for all regardless of
sexual orientation or gender identity/
expression.
Help Haitian Hurrican Survivors. The
New England Haiti Relief Effort collect
monetary donations to alleviate the
suffering of those affected. Donations can
be deposited at Citizens Bank, Account #
1313181878 (with the memo “New
England Haiti Hurricane Relief
Fund”). NEHRE also collects
medical and hygiene supplies
(over the counter medicine,
toothbrush, toothpaste, soap,
and sanitary products, etc.) and
school supplies (notebooks,
pens, pencils and backpacks).
Contact: Carline Désiré,
Association of Haitian Women in
Boston. 617/287-0096 (office)
www.afab-kafanm.org

RESOURCES

Incognegro: A Memoir of
Exile and Apartheid, by Frank
B. Wilderson, III; $18 pb; 498
pp; Wilderson, one of only 2
Americans elected to the African National Congress, details
the political and economic
struggles of Blacks in both the
United States as well as South
Africa under and after Apartheid. Wilderson goes on to
explain the subtle and outright
racism Black people face and
work to resist on a daily basis;
www.southendpress.org
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We Who Dared to Say No to War:
American Antiwar Writing from 1812
to Now, edited by Murray Polner &
Thomas. E. Woods, Jr.; $16.95 pb; 352
pp. This collection of well-known and
obscure cross-ideological writings and
speeches illustrates the protests against
and negative consequences of American wars. www.basicbooks.com
The War Behind Me: Vietnam Veterans Confront the Truth about US
War Crimes: Inside the Army’s Secret
Archive of Investigations, by Deborah
Nelson; $26.95 hb; 296 pp. In 2005, Nelson and military historian Nicholas Turse
came upon a 9000 page Army archive
compiling US war crimes in Vietnam.
The files confirm more than 300 atrocities, and 500 other cases which weren’t
confirmed or weren’t investigated.
Nelson tracked down and interviewed
witnesses, alleged perpetrators, and
Army officials. Nelson confirms that US
war crimes were systemic, tolerated, and
even ordered by military leaders. Today,
we’re receiving limited and conflicting
information on the civilian toll in Iraq
and Afghanistan. But if history is our
guide, the The War Behind Me offers a
window into what happens when young
soldiers are faced with violent insurgents
and commanders demanding results at
any cost. www.warbehindme.com
Peaceprints: Sister Karen’s Paths to
Nonviolence, edited by Evelyn McLean
Brady; $18 pb; 162 pp. Commemorates
the legacy of Karen Klimczak, a nun who
left “peaceprints” through her ministry
to ex-offenders. Documentary DVD also
included. www.buffaloheritage.com.
Souls in the Hands of a Tender God,
Stories of the Search for Home and
Healing on the Streets by Craig Rennebohm with David Paul; $23.95 hb; 208
pp. UCC minister Rennebohm in 1987
founded the Mental Health Chaplaincy
to work with homeless mentally ill
people in Seattle, WA. The Chaplaincy
attempts to create “circles of care” for
homeless people. www.beacon.org
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A People’s History of Poverty in America, by Stephen Pimpare; $27.95 hb; 322
pp. Mimi Abramovitz said, “A must read
for anyone interested in learning the real
story of poverty, social welfare policy,
and social change.” Part of a series edited
by Howard Zinn. www.thenewpress.com
Evolution’s Edge: The Coming Collapse and Transformation of Our
World, by Graeme Taylor; $24.95 pb; 306
pp. Not a prophesy of doom, but a cry
for global ecological, economic, and political transformation for sustainability.
Sohail Inayatullah, the co-editor of the
Journal of Future Studies, said, “Simply
outstanding - easy to read,
inspiring, thoughtful. Integrates environmental challenges with spiritual issues,
technological possibilities, and general systems
evolutionary theory.” www.
newsociety.com
Taking on the System:
Rules for Radicals in a
Digital Era by Markos
Moulitsas Zúniga; $23.95
hb; 275 pp. The founder of

one of the largest liberal blogging sites,
DailyKos, updates Saul Alinsky’s Rules for
Radicals, focusing on the power of digital communication tools to drive social,
cultural, and political changes from the
bottom up. www.penguin.com
Toolbox for Sustainable City Living, by
Scott Kellogg & Stacy Pettigrew; $16 pb;
241 pp. Co-founders of the Rhizome
Collective in Austen, Texas outline ways to
give urban communities access to and
control over water, food, and energy
through environmental justice projects.
www.southendpress.org

Adbusters Annual Buy Nothing Day: A 24-hour moratorium on consumer spending — participate by not
participating. November 28, 2008 for North America,
November 29, 2008 for other regions. photo: Adbusters
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