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Gaza, Palestine, November 2006. This
photo and other images by members
of the artists’ collaborative Windows
from Gaza for Contemporary Art can
be seen at www.artwfg.ps
Photo: Shareef Sarhan

hanks to the era of satellite technology, I spoke several times this month
with people in Kenya — some of the ordinary, amazing peacemakers
whose perspectives are highlighted in this issue. Each of them spoke to
me by cell phone, of course, so they all stepped outside of whatever
building they were in so as to get better reception. I sat in my apartment in
Dorchester, Massachusetts looking out at the snowy street and hearing Kenyan
chickens squawking in the sunshine.
We humans conversing on the phone had no trouble understanding one another,
in spite of the vast distances between us and the stark differences in our situations. At
least, I don’t think there was much of a gap — we all spoke English, and politics, and
“Quakerese.” As the picture in Kenya continued to change rapidly, we tried to use these
languages to share information about how that picture looked from different vantage
points. They tried to share with me what US readers need to know in order to stand in
solidarity with ordinary Kenyan citizens who — having only recently shaken off a series of dictatorships cynically bequeathed them by a departing colonial democracy —
thronged to the polls in December to bring their country the next step forward toward
the multi-ethnic, multi-religious nation they stubbornly envision. Kenyans know well
that this vision can not be realized while millions are living in poverty, no matter how
“robust” and “stable” international commentators claim Kenya is based on the amount
of money flowing out of it. And they know that as long as the security forces are unaccountable to the people, and corruption is rampant, their ethnic variety will make them
vulnerable to the kind of exploitation that has turned desperate people against one another in these past weeks. In turn, I told them how the picture was being presented in
the US press, often with racist overtones, as a regrettable outbreak of disorderliness in
a country that until recently was held up as a regional role model of democracy. Needless to say, I had more to learn than they did.
I was not able to speak with our authors in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
but again thanks to communication technology — this time in the form of digital cameras and the Internet — we can nonetheless see some of what makes up daily life in this
part of the world. As the siege in Gaza grinds on, desperation and insecurity pose the
same obstacles to nonviolent community-building, and to the energetic restoration of
democratic integrity, that they do in Kenya’s slums. Yet in Israel-Palestine, too, people
persist. The doctors in Gaza continue to try and heal patients. Some Israelis across the
wall continue to act as neighbors, trying to stay in communication and advocating for
an end to the illegal, immoral, and devastating siege. Wherever in the world ordinary
citizens are divided against one another by those who fear the real potential power of a
functioning democracy, the desire for peace draws people to the same actions: they listen to each other, they march together, and they protect each other from violence even
if they might not have voted the same way. They cross borders.
As powerful as the technology is, it is not the essence of what brings us together
across those borders. Computers can bring us the stories and the pictures, but what
makes those stories worth hearing are the human testimonies, the human sorrow, and the human courage that
infuse them. And the occasional chicken.
Sara Burke, Co-Editor
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The African Activist Archive Project

Preserving the History of the Solidarity Movement
Richard Knight is Director of the African Activist
Archive Project (www.africanactivist.msu.edu).
He worked from 1975 to 2001 at the American
Committee on Africa. He can be reached at
rvknight@earthlink.net.

As someone who was active in the struggle
against apartheid inside South Africa and later
for two decades in the US, I believe that it is
extremely important that the history of the
solidarity movement be documented.
— Dumisani S. Kumalo,
South African Ambassador to the UN

F

rom the 1950s through the mid1990s American activists organized campaigns to support African struggles against
colonialism, apartheid, and social injustice. This diverse movement included student, religious, union,
human rights and civic organizations
mobilizing in states and cities across
the US. It brought together broad coalitions in which African Americans,

women, and Africans in exile played
key roles in achieving a long-term mobilization that had a significant impact
on US policy and investment and trade
with Africa, especially through the anti-apartheid movement from the mid1970s through 1994. The democratization of foreign policy was
unprecedented and it is important that
the lessons learned be documented for
the benefit of ongoing activism.
In its earliest days, the movement was
closely related to the civil rights movement
and the struggle for racial justice in this country. In the 1940s singer and activist Paul
Robeson was a founder and chair of the
Council on African Affairs which included
such prominent members such as W.E.B.
Du Bois. In 1952 African American activist
Bill Sutherland, on a trip to London, learned
that the African National Congress planned
to launch a Defiance Campaign in which
people would openly violate apartheid laws.
He alerted the Congress of Racial Equality,

On June 16, 1980, the anniversary of the Soweto uprising, 300 people went to Wall
Street to protest corporate investment in apartheid South Africa.
Photo: Stan Sierakowski

From the 1950s through the
mid-1990s, American activists
organized campaigns to support
African struggles against
colonialism, apartheid, and
social injustice.
which, seeing it as similar to their campaigns
against Jim Crow segregation, launched
Americans for South African Resistance,
which the following year became the American Committee on Africa (ACOA).
Religious organizations and labor unions
also played important roles. Unions such as
AFSCME had a strategic position in the
1980s campaigns to seek divestment by pension funds of public employees from companies doing business in apartheid South
Africa.
Another important aspect of the movement was its close ties to African liberation
movements and the key role of Africans in
exile. The number of exiles from South Africa increased after the banning of the ANC
and PAC in the wake of the Sharpeville Massacre in1960 and again in the aftermath of
the repression following the Soweto student
uprising in 1976. This was an international
movement with solidarity organizations existing in many countries around the world.
Many of the hundreds of organizations
engaged were local — operating in one city
or state or within one institution such as a
college or church. There were active groups
in virtually every state and city in the country. Some groups were exclusively African
American, others were ethnically mixed.
Some organizations were specifically formed
with an African-related agenda; others already existed and took up the cause of African self-determination. Politically, they were
also diverse ranging from faith-based organi-
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Rhodesian Chrome
In 1965 the white minority regime
in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) unilaterally declared independence
from Britain rather than move
toward majority rule. In response,
in 1966 the UN Security Council
adopted mandatory sanctions
against Rhodesia. In opposition to
UN sanctions, in late 1971 Congress
passed the Byrd Amendment that
allowed chrome imports to the US
from Rhodesia in violation of the
sanctions. In early 1972 a group of
mostly black students and faculty
at Southern University at Baton
Rouge organized a protest of the
first shipment of chrome. They were
supported by the predominantly
black dockworkers, members of the
International Longshoremen’s
Association (ILA), who refused to
handle the chrome. At one demonstration, the ship was protected by
deputy sheriffs with shotguns, and
two students were arrested. This
action sparked similar protests in
other port cities where the ILA also
refused to handle the cargo.

zations to anti-imperialist, Communist, and
Socialist. Frequently, these organizations
formed coalitions to achieve a particular goal
such as the adoption of a divestment policy
by a particular state, city, or institution.
By the 1970s a major focus of the antiapartheid movement was on economic links
— especially US banks and companies doing
business in apartheid South Africa, illegally
occupied Namibia, Rhodesia, and the Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozambique,
and Guinea-Bissau. There was a campaign
to boycott Gulf Oil because the company’s
exploitation of oil in Angola provided funding to Portugal for its military operations
fighting against liberation movements in its
colonies. For decades apartheid South Africa
relied on transnational corporations for capital and technology. Finding their way
blocked by US policy in Washington, activists seeking to stop corporate collaboration
with apartheid developed other strategies for

exerting pressure on the corporations.
One major focus of this effort was the
divestment campaign, aimed at moving individuals and institutions to sell their holdings in companies doing business in South
Africa. There were campaigns against specific
corporations, including Chase Manhattan,
Citibank, and Manufacturers Hanover
(major lenders to South Africa), Mobil and
Shell (which sold petroleum products to the
police and military), Ford and General Motors (which sold vehicles to the police and
military), and IBM and Control Data (which
sold or leased computers to the government
including the military and prisons).. Some
campaigns, such as those against the oil company Shell, were international.
This activity increased in parallel with the
growth of the movement on the ground in
South Africa first in the aftermath of the 1976
Soweto student uprising and again with intensifying resistance in the 1980s as black
South Africans mobilized to make the townships ungovernable. The government declared a State of Emergency in 1985 and used
thousands of troops to quell “unrest.” As the
international media gradually came to recognize the importance of the struggle being
waged, television audiences throughout the
world were able to watch more frequent reports of massive resistance to apartheid, the
growth of a democratic movement, and the
savage police and military responses. The
voices and activities of religious leaders such
as Bishop Desmond Tutu and the black
unions affiliated with the Congress of South
African Trade Unions inspired action by parallel constituencies in the US. Faced with
growing resistance in South Africa and
mounting pressure at home, US companies
began to withdraw, and by mid-1985 US
banks effectively stopped making loans. This
reduction of foreign capital significantly impacted the apartheid regime and supported
the democratic movement. The combination
also helped generate the thrust for a victory
in 1986 when passage of the Comprehensive
Anti-Apartheid Act was won over the veto of
President Reagan even though the Republican Party controlled the Senate at the time.
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The African Activist Archive Project of
the African Studies Center at Michigan State
University is working to preserve for history
the rich record of activities of organizations
and individuals involved in this movement.
The project is locating material produced
by organizations and individuals and preserving that material by arranging for it to be
placed in an archival institution such as a library as well as digitizing many of the documents, so that they become easily available.
The national organizations such as ACOA,
TransAfrica, and the Washington Office on
Africa have already placed material in archival institutions. The project focuses primarily
on the many other and often local organizations which flourished in states, cities, and
college campuses across the US working to
support struggles against colonialism and
white minority rule especially in Angola,
Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Namibia,
South Africa, and Zimbabwe. Many of the
organizations were ad hoc and no longer
exist, but individuals have preserved vital records such as fliers, pamphlets, newsletters,
posters, buttons, correspondence, newspaper
clips, photos, and video. Collections that
have been saved include material from the
American Negro Leadership Conference on
Africa, the Boston Coalition for the Liberation of Southern Africa, the Coalition to Stop
Rhodesian & South African Imports, the
Committee for a Free Mozambique, Educators Against Racism and Apartheid, the
MPLA Solidarity Committee, the Seattle
Coalition Against Apartheid, and a number
of important individual collections including
that of Mary-Louise Hooper, an American
Quaker who moved to South Africa in 1956
to serve as the personal assistant to ANC
President Albert Luthuli and continued her
solidarity work in the US after being expelled
by the apartheid regime.
While the project is focusing on campaigns related to colonialism and apartheid,
it will include other issues though the year
2000 such as the campaign to achieve forgiveness of Africa’s debt and for democracy
in Nigeria during the dictatorship of Sani
Abacha and the role played in that country

6

PeaceWork

|

February 2008

African Activist Archive
continued from page 5

by international oil companies such as
Mobil and Shell.
The project is developing an extensive
website which includes:
• Digitized historical documents such
as newsletters, fliers, pamphlets, reports, and conference papers.
• Photos, buttons and posters
• Historical audio and video
• Interviews and written remembrances
• Slideshows used by activists.

What you can do to help
The success of this project depends in
large part on people who were involved in
the solidarity movement. The further the
historical reach, the more difficult it is to
locate material and people. For example, the
project has not been able to locate anyone
who knows about Bostonians Allied for
South African Resistance which supported
the Defiance Campaign in South Africa in
the early 1950s. People should contact Richard Knight, even if you have no material but
can suggest connections, people we should
seek or better yet, how to find them.
Tell us about your organizations and
campaigns — We are eager to hear about as
many organizations and campaigns as possible even if you have no archival material.
Deposit your records and materials in
an archive — Even if you have only a small
amount of material, such as a single folder,
it is important to preserve it.
Share photos, posters, buttons, videos
— we can digitize and post all or a selection
of them on the website.
Honoring our History
The US solidarity movement, part of a
broader worldwide movement, played an
important role in the historic victory over
colonialism and apartheid. This people’s
movement was important both to the political history of African countries and within
the US — where popular action had a sig-

Polaroid Revolutionary Workers Movement
An early successful campaign was against Polaroid, maker of instant cameras that
used a special self-developing film. In 1970 two black workers at Polaroid, Caroline
Hunter and Ken Williams, discovered that the company’s film was being used to
create the apartheid passbooks in South Africa. They established the Polaroid
Revolutionary Workers Movement (PRWM) which demanded that the company
disengage from South Africa, make a public statement in both South Africa and
the US confirming its position on apartheid, and contribute its profits made in
South Africa to recognized African liberation movements. When the company
did not respond, PRWM called for a worldwide boycott of all Polaroid products.
In January 1971 the company issued the “Polaroid Experiment” which promised
better wages for black employees of its South African distributor Frank & Hirsch
and a ban on sales of film to the South African government. The plan was
announced in the US in full page advertisements in major daily newspapers and
20 black weekly papers. The plan did not pacify the PRWM which continued the
boycott campaign in line with the call for sanctions that had been issued by the
African National Congress (ANC, South Africa’s anti-apartheid opposition party).
Polaroid fired Hunter and Williams.
In 1976 ANC activist Indrus Naidoo, who had served 10 years in Robben Island
Prison for sabotage and was then working in the shipping department of Frank
& Hirsch, sent Paul Irish of the American Committee on Africa a copy of a delivery
slip showing that Polaroid film was being sent to the South African government’s
Bantu Reference Bureau for use in the passbook while the invoices were sent to
a pharmacy in Johannesburg so there would be no record of payment from the
government. When Naidoo went into exile, Irish gave a copy of the delivery slip
to the Boston Globe. As a result of this disclosure, Polaroid ended its relationship
with its distributor and all direct sales to South Africa.

nificant impact on government and corporate policy.
Current solidarity campaigns have
drawn on the experience and success of the
African solidarity movement, focusing campaigns on both governments and companies. Save Darfur has launched a “Divest for
Darfur” campaign lobbying US institutional
shareholders such as investment banks and
pension funds to sell their ownership in
companies doing business in Sudan such as
the Chinese oil company PetroChina. Western Sahara Resource Watch, an international
network of activists and organizations, supports the right to self-determination for the
people of Western Sahara, which is illegally
occupied by Morocco. The Jubilee USA
Network is working for canceling the debt
of poor countries to allow them to spend
their resources on development and meeting basic needs such as health and educa-

tion. AIDS activists are campaigning for
adequate funding from wealthy countries
to allow poor countries to provide life-saving
drugs to all people in need.
The end of apartheid, in the words of
Nelson Mandela, brought to a close “a history of five hundred years of African colonization that began with the establishment
of the Portuguese empire.” In this era of official lies, deliberate distortions, and rewritten history, it is more important than ever
to protect, preserve, and make available the
many aspects of this “peoples’ history” in
order to underscore how effectively power
can be challenged by determined mobilization. With the help of activists, the African
Activist Archive Project is working to record
the contributions of too often uncelebrated
“ordinary” citizens who committed years of
their lives to efforts to support African liberation struggles.
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Civil Rights Photographer Ernest Withers, 1922-2007

William Edwin
Jones pushes
daughter Renee
Andrewnetta Jones
(8 months old)
during protest
march on Main
St., Memphis, TN
August 1961.
©Ernest C. Withers,
Courtesy Panopticon
Gallery, Boston, MA

Compiled from the Panopticon Gallery and an
interview with Ernest Withers by Robert
Franklin, director of KASU public radio at
Arkansas State University.

E

rnest Withers was an important
chronicler of the Civil Rights
Movement. Over the course of
a long career, Withers documented the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
the integration of Little Rock High
School, the funeral of slain civil rights
leader Medgar Evers, the 1966 March
Against Fear from Memphis to Jackson,
the Memphis sanitation workers’ strike,
and the assassination and funeral of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Ernest Withers’ self-produced photographic pamphlet of the Emmett Till
trial, was a remarkable document which
encouraged prominent African Americans
to become involved.
Four books of his photographs have
been published: Let Us March On, Pictures
Tell The Story, The Memphis Blues Again,
and Negro League Baseball.

Ernest Withers describes how his photography career grew out of his time in the
Army during World War II, and how he
came to take some of the most influential
photographs in US history:
“In a segregated Army, the white kids
out on the island of Si Pan where we had
no business merchants had a desire for
pictures to send home, and I just started
a rotating business of taking pictures of
the soldiers. So I came out and decided
between my brother and I that I should
open up a photography studio in my
neighborhood. We got the GI Bill of
Rights and we bought a building. The career developed in the black newspapers
and the transition and growth of American civil liberties and civil rights. I was
asked to work and was trained as a news
photographer by the people that ran the
Tri-State Defender, Nat D. Williams, L.
Alex Wilson and a number of men who
were in the black publication at that
time.
“Black newspapers across the country,
the Chicago Defender, the Pittsburgh
Courier, the New York Amsterdam News,

the Philadelphia Tribune, the Cleveland
Call Post, the Kansas City Call Post —
none of these newspapers received wire
service of events that involved black people. So the Defender had myself linked
with L. Alex Wilson, who was a great news
editor and writer and so I was his companion and went into the areas of racial
trouble. You know, starting with Mack
Parker having been beat down in the jail,
the Emmett Till trial, the missing civil
rights workers… voter registration, and a
number of lynchings that occurred. The
black publications at that time dealt
mainly with the rights of people. The Chicago Defender was the “defender” of African American or black rights. And anytime there was comprehensive or violent
type criminal acts against Negroes in Mississippi, Arkansas, Alabama, Tennessee, I
was summoned.
“…Pictures tell the story has been my
slogan as a photographer for years. I mean,
I was in Montgomery when the Supreme
Court decision came to Montgomery in
1956 [the decision that ruled against segregation in public transportation, thereby
ending victoriously the Montgomery Bus
Boycott]. Martin Luther King rode the
first bus, and the New York Times and national and international publications used
the picture I took because I was the only
photographer on the bus when Martin
Luther King rode the bus. He was with
[Ralph Abernathy] and Dr. Smiley and
the other members of the National Black
Church Council. Mr. Wilson woke me
up at four o’clock in the morning, “Come
on boy.” We went down and got on the
first bus that came out of the Montgomery bus station and rode throughout
Montgomery. And another hour, hour
and half later Martin Luther King and the
Delegation came to make the maiden
ride, but we had been riding the bus for
an hour and forty-five minutes before they
arrived to make the maiden ride.”
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Stories from a Siege

A Peace Delegation Reports from the West Bank
Martha Yager is the Coordinator of the
American Friends Service Committee’s program
in Southeastern New England.

T

he AFSC/Interfaith Peacebuilders Delegation members
stood on a small hill overlooking the Gaza Strip. This was
as close as we could get, as the border
is sealed by Israel. In the hazy distance
we could see the buildings of Gaza
City. Behind us was the Israeli city of
Sderot, with a population of about
20,000. It was quiet and beautiful. As
our guide, the local director of security, spoke to us about the rockets that
come from Gaza and pointed to where
they landed, his beeper went off.
“That usually means a launch” he said
casually. We scanned the sky while he
spoke on the phone.
Fifteen seconds. That is the amount of
time between launch and impact in Israel.
There were no bomb shelters here, as there
are everywhere in town. We each tasted the
anxiety the Israelis in Sderot experience several times every day. By the time he was off
the phone, well more than 15 seconds had
elapsed and we went back to talking about
the effects of daily rocket attacks on the
Sderot area. Later he showed us a collection
of rocket fragments, including one from a
rocket that had landed that morning.
Mika, our hostess for the afternoon,
talked about how the constant fear wears on
the people of Sderot, how children have
trouble concentrating in school and many
older ones are embarrassed by bedwetting.
Adults quarrel often and they, too, have
trouble concentrating. Eric spoke of his efforts to maintain communication with his
friends in Gaza. Both Mika and Eric ended
their comments about their own community’s struggles by noting that the people of
Gaza have it so much worse. “They are in a

big prison, with no jobs and not enough
food and no goods getting in. They have no
hope. And they can’t leave. We can.” They
were clear that the Israeli policies that are
destroying Gaza are also the reason for the
rocket attacks on their city and that there
cannot be peace while this level of devastation continues.

Same Conflict, Different Stories
At this point it becomes difficult continuing to tell one story. This was my experience. But as is often the case with Israel
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, it
is necessary to tell at least two narratives
about a common event. Mika and Eric are
unusual in their insistence on continuing to
call the people of Gaza their neighbors and
in viewing the rockets not simply as weapons of aggression but as frantic pleas to the
world to see and respond to the crisis in
Gaza. We need to add the official Israeli government narrative. And we need to add the

narrative of the people of Gaza.
Israel’s response to each homemade Qassam rocket is swift and massive. The daily
routine is much like the one we witnessed:
A couple of Qassam rockets land in and near
Sderot, causing no damage or injuries, and
two helicopters fly in to attack Palestinian
“targets.” The nightly news reported four
dead in Gaza, one described as a Hamas
fighter, and one a child. A report by Btselem,
an Israeli human rights group, said Israeli
security forces killed 290 Gaza residents in
2007.1 According to the Internal Security
Force Shin Bet figures published in January,
13 Israelis were killed in attacks in 2007 —
seven civilians and six soldiers.2 Any questions about the disproportionate nature of
the violence, which we asked about many
times, were always dismissed with “It is for
security purposes.” End of conversation.
The Gaza narrative tells of more than a
million people under siege in an area onetenth the size of Rhode Island (which also

Sderot, Israel, December 2007. Qassam rockets fired by Palestinian militants into
the town of Sderot. Photo: Mary Ann Kerr
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has a population of about a million). The
borders, controlled by Israel, have been
sealed since June 2007. Thousands of laborers have lost their jobs both in Israel and in
Gaza. Hundreds of businesses have gone
bankrupt due to import and export limitations. Life-saving treatments are no longer
available in Gaza’s hospitals and 17% of patients with referrals to hospitals outside of
Gaza have been denied exit. Only emergency
food supplies (sugar, rice, flour, and oil) from
the UN are allowed in. Water is contaminated as there are no spare parts to fix broken
water purification systems and there is no
fuel to power functioning systems. The sewage system is broken down and raw sewage
runs in the streets.3 In addition to almost
daily attacks by the Israeli Defense Force,
Israel has imposed periodic power blackouts
on the entire Gaza Strip. 4 The level of despair grows daily. Yet the world hears almost
nothing of this humanitarian crisis.

Speaking Out in the US
When the members of our delegation
asked what we could do, Israelis and Palestinians both told us to work on the policies
of the US government. It is the US’s silence
that allows Israel to collectively punish the
entire population of Gaza, which is prohibited by the Geneva Conventions. We can
call for immediate humanitarian aid for
Gaza. It is the US that pours vast amounts
of money and weapons into Israel, making
the helicopter attacks possible. We can write
letters to the editor calling attention to the
siege of Gaza. And we can appeal to our
Congressional delegations to end this humanitarian nightmare. And finally, taking
advantage of the election year in the US, we
can ask Presidential candidates to call for an
end to collective punishment of an occupied
territory5 and for immediate humanitarian
relief — this strategy gives visibility to the
crisis and also puts candidates on record as
to how they will address such problems.
Citations available on request.
F o r M o r e I n f o r m at i o n

www.afsc.org/israel-palestine/activism/default.htm
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A doctor at Naser Pediatric Hospital in Gaza shows non-functioning cardiac defibrillators, January 2008. Photo: Skip Schiel

End the Siege on Gaza!
Since June 2007, Israeli isolation policies towards the Gaza Strip have escalated.
While controlling all points of exit from the Gaza Strip, the government of Israel
has increasingly restricted passage of people and goods to and from the Gaza
Strip. All but 12 basic commodities have been blocked entry to the Gaza Strip,
causing shortages in water, fuel, medications, essential equipment, raw materials, and thousands of other essential commodities. In November alone, 13 patients
died after Israeli authorities denied them access to medical care unavailable in
Gaza.
Both Palestinians and Israelis have a right to live in peace and security, but the
Israeli government policy of collective punishment is pushing the entire region
further from security, and is morally and legally unjustifiable.
No progress can be achieved in any peace process while Gaza is excluded from
discussion and its civilian population punished. The lifting of the siege is therefore at the heart of Israeli, Palestinian, and regional interests.
In November 2007, a group of Palestinian non-partisan human rights organizations and civil society leaders launched a call for a joint Palestinian-InternationalIsraeli campaign to end the siege on Gaza.
The aims of the campaign are to call upon the Israeli government to lift the siege
and stop other collective measures imposed on the civilian population of Gaza,
to raise the awareness of the Israeli public and the international community, and
to mobilize governments and communities to stop the boycott of Gaza.
The End the Siege campaign is humanitarian, non-partisan, and based on the
tenets of human rights and social justice. It is guided by the wish to end all forms
of violence in our region. The call is open to all who wish to join it.
It is time to put aside any partisan conflicts and unite people in the pursuit of
freedom, justice, and peace. For details or to join the campaign, contact: mail@
phr.org.il
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Bush’s Visit: The View from Ramallah
Sam Bahour is a business consultant and may
be reached at sbahour@palnet.com. The full
version of this article appeared on January 10 at
http://bahour.blogspot.com

G

eorge Bush landed in Israel
yesterday on his first Presidential trip to the country.
He participated in a press
conference in Jerusalem with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert in what both men
termed a “historic” and “monumental” occasion. After listening to both so-called leaders make their opening comments and field
questions from journalists, the only groundbreaking revelation I could register was that
the naiveté of President Bush, either real or a
charade, served the agenda of only one party
in the region — Hamas. The radical Islamists
at Hamas could not have recruited a better
cheerleader.
My opinion may be extreme, but then
again, I live in an extremely violent limbo
under Israeli military occupation, shaped by
a policy both men continuously refuse to call
by its true name — state terror.
Again, my opinion is certainly subjective
— but then again, I started my day by reading a communiqué from the real world: a
report issued from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs titled
Gaza Humanitarian Situation Report: Power
Shortages in the Gaza Strip (8 January 2008).
The report states the background of the issue:
In June 2006, the Israeli Air Force bombed
the power plant in the Gaza Strip destroying
all six transformers and cutting 43% of Gaza’s
total power capacity. In another report, the
World Food Program says 70% of the population of Gaza has to choose between food or
shelter.
For President Bush and Prime Minister
Olmert, the fallout expected from the information in these disturbing reports, released
one day before President Bush arrived in Israel, was not even worthy of worry. As a matter of fact, the reality that Israel has placed
over a million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip,

over 50% of them children, in the dark and
under a draconian siege did not even make
it to the footnotes of either leader’s comments.
Bush and Olmert did send one united
message to the world. The two-state solution
was still the aim of the negotiations. Reading
between the lines, we can infer that the specter of a single state, from the Mediterranean
to the Jordan River, is the most frightening
vision of all. The terror inspired by the notion of Palestinians (Muslims and Christians)
and Israelis (Jews, Muslims, and Christians)
living side by side with equal national and
civil rights, has never been so apparent since
the struggle in South Africa to end racist white
supremacy under Apartheid. To ensure that
a one-state solution does not materialize, the
US and Israel talk about a two-state solution,
but meantime, the US bankrolls Israel as it
continues to create facts on the ground that
make a viable Palestinian state impossible.
Prime Minister Olmert was clear beyond
a doubt: President Bush has been very, very
good for Israel. He was nearly jumping for
joy as he praised President Bush for increasing the comprehensive US aid package to
Israel to a whopping $30 billion.
The issue of Israeli settlement-building
in the occupied territory, including East Jerusalem, was raised repeatedly by journalists
asking questions. Again, Olmert made no
excuses; Jerusalem is different, he said, and
no one should expect settlements there to
stop. As for the other settlements, he said it
was complicated and began elucidating the
lexicon of “outposts,” “population centers,”
etc. If only this entire settlement enterprise
were not threatening Israel’s very own citizens
and future, Olmert’s blather would have
made excellent comedy material — not to
mention President Bush’s weird facial expressions as he sought to evade the barrage of
questions asking if the US was ready to apply
pressure on Israel to make good on its talk of
freezing settlements. The best President Bush
was able to come up with impromptu was to

remind us all that Israel has been promising
for over four years to stop settlements but has
yet to do so. Even that came with a chuckle,
as if the human tragedy these settlements are
causing was a side show. Rarely has Mr. Bush
given so persuasive an impression of being
detached not just from the facts but from any
sort of empathy for the victims of this appalling situation.
All in all, it looks like President Bush came
to Israel to speak about Iran. Not only did
Mr. Bush seem much more enthused about
threatening Iran from Israel; his glaring inability to articulate a basic understanding of
the Palestinian-Israeli issue left seasoned Israeli
journalists chuckling in disbelief at the President’s replies.
Well, next President Bush arrives in my
Israeli-occupied city of Al-Bireh/Ramallah.
He plans to land two blocks away from my
home, in a sports field where I happen to be
developing as a commercial project for the
Quaker school. We were notified today that
our street will be one of the many that will
be under 100% lockdown. We were advised
we would be risking our lives if we went to
our rooftop to watch the charade unfold.
Public notices from the Palestinian police
chief warned that absolutely no protests
would be tolerated. In short, we were told to
stay indoors. Even our local newspaper advised a civil society campaign I work with that
an ad we submitted to be published in today’s
newspaper, conveying a message to Bush via
a cartoon, was refused! because Bush was in
town. So much for running a business, economic development, and freedom of the
press. So much for Palestinian democracy
too.
Instead of falsely raising expectations of
Palestinians and Israelis yet again, the US
should be calling the world to support nonviolent resistance against 60 years of dispossession and 40 years of military occupation
by calling for a strategy of boycotting, divestment, and sanctions until Israel ends its illegal
campaign of terror and occupation.
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G at e A - 4
Wandering around the Albuquerque Airport Terminal, after learning my flight had been
detained four hours, I heard an announcement: “If anyone in the vicinity of Gate A-4
understands any Arabic, please come to the gate immediately.” Well — one pauses these
days. Gate A-4 was my own gate. I went there. An older woman in full traditional
Palestinian embroidered dress, just like my grandma wore, was crumpled to the floor, wailing loudly. “Help,” said the Flight Service Person. “Talk to her. What is her problem? We
told her the flight was going to be late and she did this.” I stooped to put my arm around
the woman and spoke to her haltingly. “Shu dow-a, Shu-bid-uck Habibti? Stani schway,
Min fadlick, Shu-bit-se-wee?” The minute she heard any words she knew, however poorly
used, she stopped crying. She thought the flight had been cancelled entirely. She needed to
be in El Paso for major medical treatment the next day. I said, “You’re fine, you’ll get there,
who is picking you up? Let’s call him.” We called her son and I spoke with him in English.
I told him I would stay with his mother till we got on the plane and would ride next to her
— Southwest.

Naomi Shihab Nye is a
poet, essayist, and novelist. This poem will appear
in her forthcoming book,
Honeybee, Greenwillow/
HarperCollins, February
2008.

She talked to him. Then we called her other sons just for fun. Then we called my dad and
he and she spoke for a while in Arabic and found out of course they had ten shared friends.
Then I thought just for the heck of it why not call some Palestinian poets I know and let
them chat with her? This all took up about two hours. She was laughing a lot by then.
Telling about her life, patting my knee, answering questions. She had pulled a sack of
homemade mamool cookies — little powdered sugar crumbly mounds stuffed with dates
and nuts — out of her bag — and was offering them to all the women at the gate. To my
amazement, not a single woman declined one. It was like a sacrament. The traveler from
Argentina, the mom from California, the lovely woman from Laredo — we were all covered with the same powdered sugar. And smiling. There is no better cookie. And then the
airline broke out the free beverages from huge coolers and two little girls from our flight
ran around serving us all apple juice and they were covered with powdered sugar too. And I
noticed my new best friend — by
now we were holding hands —
had a potted plant poking out of
her bag, some medicinal thing,
with green furry leaves. Such an
old country traveling tradition.
Always carry a plant. Always stay
rooted to somewhere. And I
looked around that gate of late
and weary ones and thought, this
is the world I want to live in. The
shared world. Not a single person
in this gate — once the crying of
confusion stopped — seemed
apprehensive about any other person. They took the cookies. I
wanted to hug all those other
women too. This can still happen
Gaza, Palestine, summer 2007. This photo and other images by members of the
anywhere. Not everything is lost.
artists’ collaborative Windows from Gaza for Contemporary Art can be seen at www.
artwfg.ps. Photo: Shareef Sarhan.
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The Work Begins

A Conversation with Quaker Kenyan Peacemakers
Eden Grace is a Field Officer and John Muhanji
is Director in the Friends United Meeting Africa
Ministries Office in Kisumu, Kenya. David
Zarembka is Coordinator of the African Great
Lakes Initiative of Friends Peace Teams. You can
learn about the ongoing work of these
organizations and other Friends’ activities in
Western Kenya at www.updatesonkenya.
blogspot.com. Sara Burke, Co-Editor of
Peacework, spoke with them by phone on
January 11 and 13, 2008. Although they spoke
separately, they all work in Kenya’s Western
Province and are familiar with each other’s
work; in many ways their words form a kind of
conversation with each other, and it is in this
form that we present their words.

T

he recent violence in Kenya is
part of an ongoing history that
includes British colonial rule,
the dictatorship of Daniel Arap
Moi, and terrible poverty for millions of Kenya’s people. Nevertheless, it has come as a great
shock to many Kenyans. Have these events
showed you new directions for your work, or
opened up new spaces for peacemaking?
David Zarembka: It has become very clear
that one of the most important divisions

to address is not based on ethnic identity,
or even on political opinion, but on age.
Even when we do “alternatives to violence”
trainings for groups, sometimes the older
participants are resistant to doing activities
with the younger ones (“those kids”).
Going about my business, I myself have
tended to ignore the idlers, and the boda
boda drivers [young men who offer transport on their bicycles for a fee; in some
areas they formed bands that attacked
people and looted property in the days
after the election]. Now I realize that I’ve
got to pay attention to these young people,
and say hello.
		 The work is already beginning. Malesi
Kinaro and other peacemakers in our community met as soon as they could with the
town’s boda boda drivers (see p.15) and listened to them, learning a great deal about
their needs and perspectives. This could
be part of an important foundation.
		 Violence like what we have seen in recent weeks is nothing new. Typically, news
about it is suppressed — the difference
now is that people have cell phones and

can share information with each other instantaneously. People have been in denial
that this could happen here.
		 We peacemakers are trying to promote
disciplined, active nonviolence as an alternative to the undisciplined violence that
has flared up. This kind of shift takes a
long time, but since the election there is a
new recognition among Quakers here that
it is needed.
Eden Grace: I hope that for Quakers, who

have a significant presence in this area,
these terrible events will stimulate a serious
self-inquiry. What can we say about
Friends’ influence when lynchings can go
on in villages where fifty percent of the
residents are Quakers? This could be a
powerful opening for bringing a message
of peace through the already well-established Quaker church here.
		 We are welcoming expressions of solidarity that have been offered from Rwanda
Yearly Meeting of Friends and from others
in Central Africa, where people have direct
experience in the kinds of healing and selfexamination that we in Kenya will need
to undertake.

Kenya’s image — and perhaps its selfimage — as a legitimately functioning democracy have been damaged. What effect
will this have on people’s willingness to engage politically as citizens?
Eden Grace: There

Nairobi, Kenya, December 27, 2007. Kenyans waiting in line to vote. ©Allan Gichigi/IRIN

is so much hope here
for a multi-ethnic, peaceful society. The
voting process itself was peaceful, and represented the highest Kenyan ideals, so to
have the election stolen was a great shock.
Kenyans are intensely politically engaged,
and feel passionately about their voting
rights. They will not accept the outcome
of a blatantly rigged election — they believe in more for themselves, and they’re

February 2008 |

PeaceWork

13

not going to let this go.
		 If there is no transparent and legitimate
resolution to the current electoral crisis, we
could be entering a time of greatly increased repression. The news is already
censored. Without a fair resolution, the
ongoing anger between ethnic groups
could deepen into a greater fragmentation
of Kenyan society. No ordinary Kenyans
stand to gain from this, of course.
		 But if there is a fair resolution, there
will be a huge opportunity to address the
systemic issues that underlie the current
violence.

We peacemakers are trying to
promote disciplined, active
nonviolence as an alternative
to the undisciplined violence
that has flared up.
John Muhanji: Nobody expected this vio-

lence — we expected change, and we came
out in great numbers to vote for it.
		 Young people suffer from the unemployment that has plagued Kenya ever
since the Moi years. Young people and
poor people in Kenya are totally disillusioned. Their anger does not come just
from this stolen election but has been
building for a long time.
David Zarembka: The idea that Kenya has

been a legitimately functioning democracy
is a mirage. The Kenyan elite have been
stealing money for years, with no accountability. Looting and violence have happened before, sometimes between tribes
and sometimes against some other group
(Muslims, for instance, and Indians).
		 Since 1992 when Daniel Arap Moi was
forced to introduce multi-party democracy, Kenyans have been working to rectify
social problems. Nevertheless, most Keny
ans agree that there must be structural
change within the government — including, most importantly, a constitution that

Nairobi, Kenya, December 2007. Women rescue a man left for dead by opposition
party supporters who beat him during an outbreak of violence after Kenya’s contested general election. ©Julius Mwelu/IRIN

does not skew power toward the president
— in order for real reform to progress.

In communities where neighbors have
turned against each other, what resources and
strengths do Kenyans bring to the work of
reconciliation? What are the obstacles?
David Zarembka: We’ve been doing train-

ings using the Alternatives to Violence
model since 2003, and right now we are
overwhelmed by new requests. At the end
of 2007, we had just begun to introduce
workshops on community trauma healing, which have been used for many years
in Burundi and Rwanda.

I give special tribute to
Right Sharing of World Resources, an organization which helps poor people start
micro-enterprises. We should use this program much more intensively here, but I
believe that its support must be offered not
only to women [historically the focus of
microcredit loans] but to young people as
well. If they can start their own businesses
they can become responsible. This could
be a way of keeping the young people busy
with income-generating activities.

John Muhanji:

Eden Grace: Kenyans have a great strength

in their conviction that this kind of violence has no place in Kenya. There is
plenty of intermingling across ethnic lines,
especially in urban areas, and national
identity is generally stronger than tribal
identity. There are 42 African ethnic
groups in Kenya, in addition to other ethnic groups such as a sizeable Indian/Pakistani population. We need each other!
		 But how can people begin to heal their
communities without a basic level of
safety? And where can that safety come
from? Not the police, many of whom have
participated in murder, rape, and looting
since the election. In Kisumu, the economy has crashed, and unless it is restored
quickly, hunger will come soon, accompanied by a wave of crime.

As Peacework goes to press, electionrelated street violence in Kenya has largely
subsided, but the situation is far from
normal. It is still not clear whether the crises
in transport, food, and shelter will be solved
before the suffering of the IDPs (Internally
Displaced Persons) inevitably escalates. In
these circumstances, what is the most important work you can do?
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David Zarembka: I learned a long time ago

that the first thing to do is visit the victims.
With others, I have been going daily to
the IDP encampment at the school near
my home, and will continue to visit them
as possible now that these people have been
relocated to another, larger IDP camp farther away.
In a situation of food shortages, I figure out ways to feed people. I run
a hospital, which was running out of food,
so I’ve been working on finding food for
the hospital. What will happen when they
run out of medicine? We deal with the
most pressing needs, one day at a time.

Eden Grace:

John Muhanji: I have been so disillusioned,

and so traumatized to see people being
chased from their homes. Yet it did not
happen in all cases. Near my farm, my
neighbor is a Kikuyu and no-one attacked
him or chased him away. And in my village, when the violence started we were in
the middle of an annual sports tournament
which we hold with young people and el-

ders — there is soccer and basketball, and
the winners receive prizes. We gathered
them all together to say, “Let’s continue
with our tournament.” We showed movies in the evenings to keep them entertained. We spoke to them constantly, encouraging them to stay in the village and
not contribute to the violence. Even at the
height of the violence, these young people
stayed and did not join the attacks or the
looting — in fact, at least once some of
them even stopped some looters in the
street, took the goods away from them and
returned them to the store they had been
stolen from. Together we can contribute
to the peaceful way in this country.
		 Could projects like this have helped in
other towns too? I stay up at night, wondering: What changes can we make so that
Kenyans can promise each other, “Never
again”? What assurance can we give to each
angered Kenyan who feels that her or his
democratic rights have been violated? Will
they ever trust one another? I believe that
if we act from a profound commitment to
peace, we can find answers.

		 How can people in the US support
our Kenyan brothers and sisters?
Try to stay informed,
through as many sources as possible. Look
at blogs and reports from people in Kenya,
as well as news publications. Please, continue to stay informed after the press
moves on — stick with us over the long
run as we work on being more proactive
in our nonviolence. The best way to learn
is to come to Kenya — there are many
people ready to welcome you.

David Zarembka:

TO L EARN M ORE , AN D S U P P ORT
P EA C E M A K I N G W OR K I N K EN YA

African Great Lakes Initiative, c/o Friends Peace
Teams, 1001 Park Ave., St. Louis, MO 63104;
314/621-7262; www.aglionline.org;
Contributions payable to Friends Peace Teams
with “AGLI” in the memo.
Friends United Meeting, 101 Quaker Hill Dr.,
Richmond IN 47374-1926; 765/962-7573; www.
fum.org; Contributions payable to Friends United
Meeting with “Kenya Relief” in the memo.

A LTERNAT I V E S TO M A I N S TREA M
NE W S S O U R C E S

AllAfrica.com offers stories from the international
and the Kenyan press
www.updatesonkenya.blogspot.com is the
web site of Kenya News. This blog was created by
Mary Kay Rehard and is intended as a place
Friends (Quakers) and others may share news
about Kenya, especially regarding the crisis of
post-election violence. It includes links to many
other blogs as well, from organizations, people in
Kenya, and the Kenyan diaspora.
www.irinnews.org is the news service of the
United Nations
www.bbc.co.uk is the web site of British national
television
kenya.indymedia.org is the web page of Kenya’s
Independent Media Center

Nairobi, Kenya, August 2007. A Kenyan journalist holds a placard during a silent
protest against media repression. ©Allan Gichigi/IRIN
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A Kenyan Epiphany
Raymond Downing is a doctor who worked
for many years at Friends Lugulu Hospital and
now is part of the Family Medicine Training
Program at Webuye Hospital in Eldoret, Kenya.
He is the author of Suffering and Healing in
America: An American Doctor’s View from Outside
(Radcliffe, 2006) and Suffering and Healing in
America: A Dialogue between Biblical Healing and
Bio-Medicine (Herald Press, May 2008)

Y

e s t e rd a y w a s Ep i p h a n y.
Epiphany means appearance
or manifestation; in the
Christian church, the appearance of Jesus, his manifestation as Messiah,
and the revealing that he is not for Israel
only, but for all nations. These last weeks in
Kenya seem to demonstrate the reverse, the
appearance of killing and burning and
chaos, the manifestation of evil. It’s been
bad.
I think there has been an epiphany here,
but of a different sort. The question near the
surface of so many commentators is, “We
expect this sort of thing in Somalia or Liberia or Congo — but how could this happen
in Kenya, a country with a stable democracy
and such a strong economy?” In fact, the
election itself was remarkably close, and orderly — until the tallying. What happened?
One Kenyan commentator said these
events exposed Kenya’s “thin veneer of civilization,” and I think the comment points
us in an interesting direction, depending on
what we mean by “civilization.” If by civilization we mean a strong (Western-style) democracy, then Kenya had that: political parties, free press, campaigns, pre-election polls,
elections, the works. All the things we in the
rich West have said make up a strong democracy. Were all these just a “thin veneer”
in Kenya? What happened?
There is a clue in Kenya’s other piece of
civilization, the “strong economy.” I have
been struck by news reports that speak of
Kenya as “an east African economic powerhouse with an average growth rate of 5 per-

cent” — and in the same sentence tell us the
country still struggles with poverty, without
noting the contradiction. Another news report explains: “Although the Kenyan economy grew at a rapid pace, so did economic
inequality, resulting in a concentration of
wealth in a small oligarchical elite, while
most Kenyans earn less than $1 a day.” A
strong economy that has not confronted
and addressed poverty is in fact not a strong
economy; it is a “thin veneer” of economic
strength. The epiphany is that this has now
been revealed.

What is being revealed in this
epiphany is the fragility of
Western political and economic
“solutions” for Africa.
So what about democracy? The real
question is “what about Western-style democracy,” the sort we keep insisting on. And
again, we sense a “thin veneer” — but we
must be careful about concluding that democracy is only a thin veneer here, and that
underneath people are fundamentally undemocratic. Quite the contrary. “Kenya,” a
friend wrote, “has borrowed bits and pieces
over the past century or so from the West,
and has pasted these fragments together with
a glue that does not withstand high political
temperatures. It conforms, generally, to all
modern sector fragility…” What is being
revealed in this epiphany is the fragility of
Western political and economic “solutions”
for Africa.
So where does that leave us? Not with a
grand “solution,” but only with the logical
working out of the epiphany that Westernstyle political and economic civilization is a
veneer here. The obvious question is: a veneer over what? I don’t think it’s a veneer
over the violence we are seeing this week;
that violence is simply a sign of the veneer
cracking and breaking. What is under the

veneer, under the violence? Has it ever occurred to us to look?
By “us” here I mean those Westerners
who have worked here, and others who will
undoubtedly flock into Kenya now to help:
peace teams, negotiators, humanitarian
feeding efforts, disease-fighting specialists,
and the like. There is a clear script for how
to help: Make sure the displaced people have
food and shelter, help them return home
when it’s safe, document the atrocities, bring
those responsible to justice… Yes, that is all
important. But I think we have a unique
opportunity now to look under the veneer,
now that is has cracked. And there are these
startling starting-places:
In a community near here torn by ethnic violence, why would a Luhya woman
shelter in her home a Kikuyu woman who
had just delivered a baby — knowing that
if some in the community found out, her
house would likely be burnt?
When we sang Kenya’s National Anthem in church on New Year’s Day, my first
response was that national politics don’t belong in church — until I realized that the
Kenya’s National Anthem is a prayer set to
a traditional African melody.
And this: Why has there been no killing
yet in Webuye, where we live? Why, in this
Luhya town deep in the heart of western
Kenya, are Kikuyu shops remaining open?
Why, when some youths from another ethnic group came trying to incite violence, did
the youth here refuse to participate?
The answers to Kenya’s problems are in
Kenya. In fact, God is in Kenya, though
sometimes in disguise. One of the best
things we can offer Kenya is to look for God
here, to document not only the atrocities
but the epiphanies of God here. The heart
of Africa is too rich and too beautiful to be
covered by veneers. It’s time for us to admit
that we have too often only tried to develop
and repair these veneers of “civilization.” It’s
time to look at what is working well underneath the veneer, and to ask why.
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No Justice, No Peace
Listening to the Youth
Malesi Kinaro is the director of Uzima, a
Kenyan youth empowerment organization with
programs in Nairobi, Western Province, and
Nyanza; she also helped to found the organization Friends in Peace and Community
Development, which helps bring together
individuals and groups working for peaceful
solutions and which worked extensively with
refugees from Burundi and Rwanda.

T

hrough the two organizations
I work with and in other formal and informal networks,
peacemakers in Kenya are focusing on reaching out to Internally
Displaced People (IDPs), and on giving the perpetrators of the violence the
tools to express their grievances in
constructive ways.
We are striving to create forums where
the things that hurt Kenyans are discussed
openly with a genuine desire to change those

things. Unless these problems are addressed,
the next time this happens Kenya will have
a worse massacre than what happened in
Rwanda. As I have talked to people I have
heard even very peaceful people say some
really strong statements about the inequitable distribution of resources, and the arrogance of the elite.
The poor and the youth of this nation
must be given a say — not a token!
In the past weeks in western Kenya.
Uzima has held open meetings with the vulnerable youth, giving them a safe place to
ventilate their anger, frustrations, and their
view of the root causes to the violence we
are experiencing. Based on these discussions,
we wish to hold workshops on active nonviolent direct action. The young people feel
that it is their right to press for justice because they have told us categorically that
there can be no peace without justice. This

will help them to be able to demonstrate
without causing damage.
We know that one of the root causes of
the violence is economic disempowerment,
and we will continue to try and meet this
need with Uzima’s revolving loan fund. We
feel that as we teach these youths nonviolent
skills we must be in a position to improve
their economic status.
We have some powerful tools in the
trainings we are able to give, the Alternatives
to Violence Project (AVP) trainings and
community healing workshops based on
models used in Burundi and Rwanda. We
have been doing AVP workshops in the area
for some time, and the community members who have learned from those trainings
have much to offer. This week we went to
Eldoret, the worst hit town in terms of the
intensity of the violence. We talked mainly
continued on page 18

Children displaced from Nairobi’s Kibera slum by post-election violence, living temporarily at the Jamhuri showgrounds,
January 2008. Photo: Douglas Rori
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Whisperings of Truth

A Pastoral Letter from Friends Church of Kenya
The Friends Church of Kenya, originally
founded by US Quaker missionaries in the 19th
century, has a strong Christian identity and
comprises nineteen regional districts (“yearly
meetings”) with tens of thousands of members
in total. This pastoral letter was addressed to
President Mwai Kibaki and opposition party
leader Raila Amolo Odinga on January 8, 2008,
and has been widely circulated among Friends
worldwide. To read the full version, visit www.
updatesonkenya.blogspot.com.

“Righteousness exalts a Nation, but Sin
is a disgrace to any People”
(Proverbs 14:34)

A

t this time, of pain, horror,
sorrow, suffering, insecurity
in our beloved country, We
as Friends Church in Kenya,
being a peace church, are deeply concerned for the safety of all Kenyans
and friends visiting Kenya during this
time of political and social instability.
We actively oppose all that leads to violence among people and nations. Refusal to
fight with weapons is not surrender. We are
not passive when threatened by the greedy,
the cruel, the tyrant, and the unjust. We will
struggle to remove the causes of impasse and
confrontation by every means of nonviolent
resistance available. We must start with our
own hearts and minds. Together, let us reject the clamor of fear and listen to the whisperings of hope.
Our basic principles and values that undergird our concerns compel us to make this
call to you, our political leaders.

Truth
Truth is critical to the establishment of
legitimacy for the political class, that is, presidency and the opposition, if they are to
enjoy the loyalty and respect of all Kenyans.
This can only be achieved if the objective
truth is that the elections were free, fair, and

transparent. For us, “the Spirit of Christ,
which leads us into all truth, will never move
us to fight and war against any person with
outward weapons, neither for the Kingdom
of Christ nor for the kingdoms of this
world.” (Luke 22:49-51), (2nd Corinthians.
10:4)

Peace and Justice
Kenyans are sad, angry, and disillusioned
today.
This battle is not about ethnicity per se,
rather it is about economic injustice, and
the youth across the board bear the brunt

We urge all parties to give a
listening ear to the people.
Through their violence they are
communicating a serious
message. Please listen
respectfully.
of it. There is an icy gap between them and
the older age. There was hope and expectation that this nation would be steered towards a more democratic, united, just, and
prosperous society, where development
would be experienced by all hardworking
Kenyans. That hope was rekindled, with
their participation in the just-ended elections and the youth in particular saw the
possibility of moving forward for the betterment of their lives. They feel cheated.
They are expressing anger that the rich are
getting richer, while the majority are living
on less than one dollar a day. Justice is what
they long for.

Simplicity
Quakers believe in modesty, serving humanity in love and harmony. In Kenya, there

are gross inequalities in terms of sharing the
scarce opportunities and resources. From
the looting that has been witnessed across
the board, it’s clear that the present uprising
is not per se ethnic, but rather, to a greater
extent, a class struggle. The conspicuous
consumption and obnoxious display of
wealth of the upper class, in a sea of poverty,
have not helped.
The hopes and opportunities for the
poor for upward mobility have been frustrated by continuing joblessness and false
promises by politicians. The youth are desperate, angry, and impatient. The ordinary
Kenyan does not feel or see the effect of the
purported 6.5% annual growth of the economy or the benefits of the foreign investors.
We urge all parties to give a listening ear
to the people. Through their violence they
are communicating a serious message. Please
listen respectfully.

Stop the bloodshed
• Politicians should avoid using youths
in their schemes to create mayhem in
society.
• Supporters should stop being misused
and abused by politicians.
• Party leaders must restrain their supporters from engaging in unlawful
acts but should engage in peacebuilding.
• The older people should be encouraged to counsel and dissuade the
youth from violence.
• Faith-based institutions should continue sending clear non-partisan, noninflammatory messages that resonate
the life-affirming, faith-filled, truthand-justice-guided, peace-building,
comfort-giving, reconciliation-oriented, repentance-seeking, confession-based messages of their faith.
continued on page 18
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Debt Relief in Africa: Action Alert

Whisperings of Hope
continued from page 17

Next Steps
In view of the above, we make the following proposals:
• An independent audit should be done.
Whatever the Putcome of the verification, the two parties should abide by
the verdict under the guidance of the
international arbitrators.
• Parliament should facilitate a mechanism for the urgent re-run of the Presidential elections.
• Mwai Kibaki should step down from
the seat of the presidency to pave way
for an interim government comprising all of the parties proportionate to
their membership in parliament. The
interim government is advised to seek
expertise from recognized international institutions such as the African
Union, the European Union and others to assist in supervising the re-run.
• Peaceful rallies must be allowed and
organized to facilitate the healing process. Civil society and religious organizations should have forums to enhance reconciliation through dialogue,
counseling and conflict resolution.
In conclusion, we as a Peace Church are
committed to the process of national healing. Already we have institutions and programs in place such as: Alternatives to Violence Program (AVP); Trauma Healing;
Change Agents for Peace International
(CAPI); the Quaker Peace Network, all with
the necessary skills, knowledge, and experience to help bring about healing and transform relationships.
We call upon all faith based institutions
to share in the restoration of a healthy, peaceful, and just society.
God bless Kenya.

We are thrilled to inform you that thanks to actions taken by people like you on
the Jubilee Act, we currently have 94 co-sponsors for the House bill (H.R.2634)!
Citizens’ actions also led to the introduction of a companion bill in the Senate
(S.2166). Now we need your help getting more Senate co-sponsors and a hearing in the Senate — a key step towards making the bill law!
The Senate version of the Jubilee Act (S.2166) promises debt cancellation for many
countries in Africa and reform of inefficient lending practices by international
financial institutions, including the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund,
and the African Development Bank.
Stemming the flow of an estimated $15 billion annually out of Africa to pay foreign debts will mean countries have more funds and resources for domestic use.
Countries benefiting from previous cancellation efforts have increased poverty
alleviation efforts including:
• Removal of primary school fees leading to greater access to education,
• Increased access to life-saving drugs, including HIV/AIDS anti-retrovirals,
• Elimination of health care fees and support of agricultural projects.
Please ask your Senator to co-sponsor S.2166. Increasing bi-partisan Senate cosponsorship will support the House bill and send a strong message that debt
cancellation remains a concern for many people in this country.
Take action today! Learn more from the “Life Over Debt” campaign, 215/241-7168;
africa@afsc.org; www.afsc.org/lifeoverdebt.

No Justice, No Peace
continued from page 16

to the prison wardens who have done AVP.
It was a very powerful time. We have asked
them to put some reconciliation process in
place. It is still very dangerous to be seen to
be supporting the “enemy” but we believe
that they can do it.
It will also be important to try and work
with police, many of whom have killed unarmed youths. I have witnessed police brutality since when I was in the university 36
years ago — I lost a relative, and my son’s
best friend who had just graduated was
killed. During this most recent crisis, police
have shot to kill. The first thing that needs
to be done is for the Police Commissioner
himself to be taught not violent methods of
stopping riots.
Meanwhile, we have also reached out to
the people in the IDP camps. We have
bought food, blankets, sanitary napkins, and
other supplies. We are partnering with local
Friends churches to do what needs to be
done. Today we began to talk to the dis-

placed people to just listen to their pain as
they figure out what to do. We have four
teams of two each. We have two teams to
talk to the women, one team to the men and
one team to the children.
The lesson that stands out for me is the
fact that we could actually come out and
start to do something. We were scared but
our training was very useful. For me my experience with violence made it easy for me
to empathize with those who were suffering.
It helped me channel my anger to positive
work. The people in the camps have accepted us even though it is our people who
hurt them. The young people we talk to see
the folly of using violence to air their pain
and are ready to learn new skills.
The most difficult has been the attitude
of the government. This really hampers our
peace efforts. Attacks have stopped when
there has been hope of dialogue and resumed
when ministers make public statements
showing their unwillingness to compromise
and their insensitivity to the crisis for ordinary Kenyans.
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The Long Arc of Movement-Building

United for Peace and Justice Coalition Lays Out 2008 Plans
Joseph Gainza coordinates the American
Friends Service Committee’s Vermont program,
and is a member of the steering committee of
the United for Peace and Justice Coalition.

T

he movement for justice and
peace in the United States
takes countless forms and operates from an enormous
spectrum of political views, ideological
commitments, and lifestyle choices. In
fact it is not a “movement” at all but a
conglomeration of movements intersecting and overlapping in multitudinous and complex ways. Issues addressed range from peace, the
environment, criminal justice, racism,
immigration, sexism, homophobia —
and human, labor, and civil rights —
through the full spectrum of social and
economic justice concerns. All are deserving of the attention of people who
believe in the inherent dignity of every
person, and in the preservation of our
communities and the natural world.
And, of course, the anti-war movement, which I see as a subset of the
peace movement, is itself astoundingly
complex. All these movements and
struggles share an overarching common
goal; in the phrase by Max Elbaum in
his history of the US New Left, Revolution in the Air, they are ways “to advance the cause of humanity.”
So how does an organization with the
name United for Peace and Justice (UFPJ)
incorporate all these elements of the long
“arc of history” which Martin Luther King
Jr. said bends toward justice? In fact UFPJ
does not attempt any such feat. While its
ambition is more modest, UFPJ works on a
surprising number of issues considering the
size of the paid staff and its limited financial
resources. It does this as a coalition of national and local groups working for justice
and peace in a wide array of movement is-

A United for Peace and Justice anti-war march in Washington, DC, September 2005.
©2008 Pat Rabby

sues. United for Peace and Justice is the nation’s largest anti-war grassroots coalition:
“We are a movement-building coalition that
coordinates and supports the work of existing groups and builds linkages, solidarity and
unity where none or little exists.” (UFPJ Strategic Framework)

Large Ears and Small Mouths
With about 1,400 member organizations in UFPJ, it is obvious there are differing ideas of what our priorities should be,
what strategy and tactics should be employed, and even on how we measure success. The work of the coalition and the discussions about that work reflect the tensions
inherent in such a massive undertaking with
so many points of view. But somehow it
works. As a member of the UFPJ steering
committee I think it works because of the
enormous respect the members have for each
other and for the staff headed by Leslie

Cagan. It works also because, like all good
organizers, most people active in UFPJ have
large ears and small mouths. We listen to our
member organizations and, after each national assembly, commit ourselves to following the program which attending members
vote for.
The last national assembly in Chicago
in June 2007 voted in a new steering committee and passed a Comprehensive Organizing Program for the coming 18 months.
That program includes many of the concerns
of the larger movement at this moment in
our nation’s history.
UFPJ was founded to organize opposition to the war on Iraq and this remains our
first priority in the new Program. The continuing campaign to end the war and occupation has several elements: ending congressional support for the war; a major anti-war
mobilization (this became the regional demonstrations across the nation on October 27);
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UFPJ Plans for 2008
continued from page 19

counter-recruitment work; support for military resisters, veterans, and military families;
exposing and challenging the economic costs
of the war and the military budget; relating
to the 2008 election season; skills training
for local groups; challenging war profiteers;
and a nationwide public education project
focusing on schools, students, and educators.

Priorities for a Crucial Year
From this list the steering committee at
our December meeting identified three activities to mark the fifth anniversary of the
Iraq war. UFPJ will provide major support
to Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW)
and its Winter Soldier hearings in Washington, DC from March 13-16. We will also
organize a major nonviolent civil disobedience action against the Iraq war in Washington, DC on March 19 and encourage local
supportive actions the same day in each of
the 435 congressional districts.
Other areas of work, some longstanding
and others new, are the abolition of nuclear
weapons; preventing an attack on Iran; defending civil liberties and human rights; opposing US unconditional support for Israel;
and linking war and global warming (hint:
oil). All these and other commitments must
be moved forward as we step up opposition
to the war.
Disagreement in the larger movement
continues about how to organize against the
war. Many people want to see a mass mobilization in Washington DC on the fifth anniversary of the invasion; they believe getting
people out in the streets in huge numbers is
the best way to build the movement. Others
say that, while the October 27 regional demonstrations had some successes, overall the
turnout was low and exposed weaknesses on
the local level. They see a need to build the
movement’s base before we can expect huge
numbers of people to again travel to Washington for another demonstration.
The decision by UFPJ to support Win-

Peter Buotte,
“Frustration with
the Situation,”
digitally milled
aluminum and
detonator fuse,
2007. From the exhibition Testimony
to War: Art from
the Battlegrounds
of Iraq, February 4
to March 8, School
for Visual Arts,
New York, NY

ter Soldier stems, in part, from the potential
for local organizing to amplify what will be
happening at the hearings. Throughout the
country people will organize to alert news
media, Congressmembers, and the public to
the hearings which will feature testimony by
former soldiers and Marines who fought in
Iraq and Afghanistan and by civilians from
the two countries. While not ruling out mass
demonstrations in the future, we feel that the
moment calls for supporting vets as they tell
this nation about what really happens in war.
As IVAW puts it, “It is our responsibility to
tell the truth, and it is America’s duty to listen.”
The issue of electoral politics has brought
out different points of view. The UFPJ steering committee supports an increase in nonpartisan voter registration, publishing issue
advocacy voter guides, ballot initiatives in
cities and states on war and peace issues, and
working to inject peace and justice issues into
party platforms. Some think these efforts di-

vert the movement; that it is through organizing powerful and active opposition to the
war in all sectors of society that we can make
Congress listen and stop funding the catastrophe.
While these discussions take place, local
anti-war activists and organizers think about
overcoming fatigue, pro-war propaganda,
the public’s belief that the “surge” is working, and the growing focus on the economy.
Some worry that social and economic injustice and the myriad other crises facing our
nation and planet will overwhelm our
sprawling movements for a kinder, more just
and peaceful world.
In one of its planning documents UFPJ
says: “To fully realize our own potential,
UFPJ as a national coalition must assess the
moment, identify the obstacles and constraints we face (as well as our strengths), and
develop a strategy for our work in the coming period.” This is a task for all of us as we
join with others to keep on keeping on.
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Winter Soldier: Iraq
& Afghanistan

Charges Against Veterans Day 18 Dismissed, No
Court Costs

Iraq Veterans Against the War,
PO Box 8296, Philadelphia, PA
19101; 215/241-7123; www.
ivaw.org

The charge of disturbing a lawful assembly has been dismissed with no
payment of court costs in Boston Municipal Court against fifteen veterans,
members of Veterans For Peace, and three supporters, who were arrested on
Veterans Day last November.

This spring, Iraq Veterans Against
the War (IVAW) is revealing the reality of the US occupation of Iraq and
Afghanistan. In what will be history’s largest gathering of US veterans
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan,
as well as Iraqi and Afghan survivors, eyewitnesses will share their
experiences in a public investigation called Winter Soldier: Iraq and
Afghanistan.

“It was a travesty that veterans were arrested on Veterans Day for attempting to
exercise their First Amendment right of free speech,” said Nate Goldshlag, a US
Army veteran and co-coordinator of the Smedley D. Butler Brigade, Chapter 9 of
Veterans for Peace. “Our messages of peace and against the Iraq war were silenced
by the American Legion, which runs the Veterans Day events. The city needs to
take control of the parade and allow all veterans to speak, regardless of their
political views.

In 1971, over one hundred members of Vietnam Veterans Against
the War gathered in Detroit to share
their stories with America. Atrocities
like the My Lai massacre had ignited
popular opposition to the war, but
political and military leaders insisted
that such crimes were isolated
exceptions. The members of VVAW
knew differently.
Over three days in January, these
soldiers testified on the systematic
brutality they had seen visited upon
the people of Vietnam.

The Veterans Day 18 were standing silently, with gags over their mouths and with
signs that said “American Legion Silences Messages of Peace From Veterans” in
front of a raised podium on City Hall Plaza on November 11 when they were
arrested. A request to have a speaker at the event was denied by the American
Legion, in spite of a City Council hearing called by three city councilors called
“Isnít Veterans Day For All Veterans?” In addition, Veterans for Peace was relegated
to march behind the street sweepers in order not to appear to be in the official
Veterans Day parade, even though it was the single largest contingent of veterans.
“The charges were absurd, and we view this as a victory for anti-war people everywhere. The police claimed we were “loudly chanting” when we had gags on. We
disturbed nothing except perhaps the leaders of the Legion. The event could
have gone on. People could see the podium above us,” Goldshlag said. We are
not going away. Veterans for Peace and its message must be heard.

Over thirty years later, we find ourselves faced with a new war. But the
lies are the same. Once again,
American troops are sinking into an
increasingly bloody occupation.
Once again, war crimes in places like
Haditha, Fallujah, and Abu Ghraib
have turned the public against the
war. Once again, politicians and
generals are blaming “a few bad
apples” instead of examining the
military policies that have destroyed
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Once again, our country needs
Winter Soldiers.
From March 13-16, 2008, Iraq
Veterans Against the War will gather
in our nation’s capital to break the
silence and hold our leaders
accountable for these wars. We
hope you’ll join us, because ours is
a story that every American needs
to hear.

On Veterans’ Day, 2007, members of Veterans for Peace protested their exclusion from the official event sponsored by the American Legion. Photo: Paul Rifkin
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Bits&peaces
EVENTS
Walt Whitman’s War Poems: A Spiritual
Journey, talk by Laurie Noble, 2/10/2008,
10:30 am. Independent scholar and
former professor of English at Tufts and
BU, Noble will trace Whitman’s path
during the US Civil War from abolitionist
just war advocate to, after caring for
wounded soldiers, an opponent of the
inhumanity of war. Ethical Society of
Boston, Longy School of Music, 33 Garden
St., Cambridge, MA (near Harvard Square),
617/739-9050, esboston@bostonethical.
org, www.bostonethical.org. Free.

Testimony To War: Art From The
Battlegrounds of Iraq, 3/4-4/8, Visual Arts
Museum, NY, NY. Work of five emerging
and established artists, each of whom has
a direct experience of the war in Iraq: Army
Major Peter Buotte, Army Sergeant Aaron
Hughes, embedded artist Steve Mumford,
embedded photographer Lucian Read,
and Army Staff Sergeant Ryan Roa.
Examples of painting, drawing, sculpture,
photography and video range from the
subtly conceptual to the graphically raw,
these works drive home the human costs
of war, Visual Arts Museum, 209 East 23rd
Street, NY, NY, www.sva.edu.

Helen Elaine Lee reads from Life Without
2/27, MIT Professor Lee reads from her new
novel, Life Without, which chronicles the
lives of inmates in American prisons. The
Museum of African American History, The
Abiel Smith School, 46 Joy Street, Beacon
Hill, Boston MA, 6:30-8:30 pm. ASL
provided. Part of the Writing Race: Memory
& Imagination series presented by The
Boston African American National Historic
Site & Community Change Inc., 617-5230555, www.communitychangeinc.org.
NATO Game Over, 03/22/08, Resist
Military Globalization! Five years after the
Iraq war started: an international action
weekend at NATO’s headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium. www.wri-irg.org

GATHERINGS
Opening Hearts & Minds: Speaking
Truth to Power Retreat, 2/29-3/2 with
Bonnie Tinker, founder of Love Makes a
Family, Inc., and Rev. Cecil Charles Prescod,
founding member of Brother to Brother,
an organization for African American gay
and bisexual men. Respond creatively to
conflict by the practice of LARA: Listen,
Affirm, Respond, and Add. Participants will
bring the political and social issuues that
most deeply divide them from family, coworkers, and community. Quaker Center,
Box 686 Ben Lomond, CA, 95005, 831/3368333, mail@quakercenter.org, www.
quakercenter.org. Sliding scale, $120$200, scholarships available.
Women, Action, & the Media Conference,
3/28-30, MIT’s Stata Center in Cambridge,
MA. Share facts and ideas, develop skills,
build collaborations, and create action
plans to amplify progressive women’s
public voices in society. Keynotes by Helen
Thomas and Iraqi columnist Haifa Zangana.
Co-sponsored by the Center for New
Words and MIT Women’s Studies, 7 Temple
Street, Cambridge, MA 02139,
617/876-5310, www.centerfornewwords.
org/wam/
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CAMPAIGNS
The International Violence Against
Women Act (IVAWA), if passed in the US
Congress, would consistently incorporate
solutions for reducing violence against
women into US foreign assistance
programs. Sign the IVAWA petition at
www.womensedgecoalition.org.
Darfur, Sudan Civilian Protection
Program. The Genocide Intervention
Network works with Darfuri community
leaders, displaced women and girls, the
African Union, and the UN to protect
people in camps for Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs). Firewood near the camps
is growing increasingly scarce. Every day,
women and girls are forced to wander
further into the desert in search of firewood
for cooking, where militias have raped and
attacked them. GI-Net’s Civilian Protection
Program offers safer cooking options by
providing alternative-fuel stoves, guarded
firewood patrols, and income-generating
projects for women so that they can afford
to buy firewood. Donations needed. www.
genocideintervention.org.
Ban Cluster Bombs. Cluster munitions
pose a danger to civilians during and after
wars. When used, they scatter over wide
swaths of land. After use, malfunctioning
bomblets become de facto landmines. In
the last 10 years, the US has used cluster
bombs in civilian-populated areas of the
former Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, and Iraq.
The US arsenal includes nearly 1 billion
bomblets. Thirty-five years after the official
end of the US war in Southeast Asia, US
cluster bombs continue to kill. In 2007, the
campaign convinced Congress to ban
export of cluster bombs for one year. Now,
work to ban all use in civilian areas. Write
newspapers & Congress. Templates at
www.fcnl.org.

OPPORTUNITIES
Summer Junior Counselor Opportunity
at the Girls Leadership Institute. The GLI
provides middle and high school girls with
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critical leadership skills. Held at Mount
Holyoke College in South Hadley, MA in
summer 2008 in two consecutive twoweek sessions. Junior Counselors must be
at least 18 years of age, have experience
working with young people and be
passionate about girls’ empowerment.
Applications processed in the order
received, deadline 2/15. send a cover letter
and resume in Word or pdf format to
simone@girlsleadership.org with full
name and “JC application” in the subject
line. www.girlsleadershipinstitute.org
Call to Artists by Casa de la Cultura /
Center for Latino Arts Gallery. The CLA
Gallery is calling for portfolio submissions
for solo and group shows. Artists working
i n p a i n t i n g, s c u l p t u re, d r a w i n g,
printmaking, photography, digital media,
textiles, mixed media, and installation are
eligible. Eight to ten shows of six weeks
will be awarded. Deadline 2/8. Send
portfolio of: Exhibition Statement; Artist
Statement(s) and/or Resume/CV; & 10 to
15 Images per artist on CD/DVD. Include
a 250 word statement of why you want to
participate. Mail portfolio to CLA Gallery
– Artist Call, Attn: Javier Torres, 405
Shawmut Avenue, Boston, MA 02118,
617/927-1737, www.claboston.org.

RESOURCES
War With No End by John Berger, Naomi
Klein, Hanif Kureishi, Arundhati Roy, Ahdaf
Soueif, Joe Sacco, Haifa Zangana, Phyllis
Bennis, Tram Nguyen, & September 11th
Familes for Peaceful Tomorrows, 167 pp;
$14.95 pb. Showcases fine writers
protesting the “war on terror.” Published
by Verso in conjunction with the Stop the
War Coalition and United for Peace and
Justice.
The Occupation: War and Resistance in
Iraq by Patrick Cockburn, 229 pp. $16.96
pb. Cockburn secretly crossed into Iraq in
March 2003 as the UK Independent’s
Middle East Correspondent. Recounts the
devastation of post-Saddam Hussein-Iraq.
New edition through 2007. Verso.
Great Peacemakers: True Stories from
Around the World by Ken Beller and
Heather Chase, 195 pp., $21.95 pb. Twenty
capsule biographies of peacemakers from
around the world, both famous & lesser
known (Anderson Sá, a Brazilian singer).
Includes lesson plans & standards maps
for middle and high school content areas.
Published 3/2008, Ingram Book Group,
www.GreatPeacemakers.com.
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