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From the major US news coverage of the protests at the World Trade Organization’s
Ministerial in Hong Kong, you might have thought it was really no big deal for
thousands of farmers to travel to another country and protest an international trade
agreement. Reporters used the occasion not to remark on the astonishing commitment
and awareness demonstrated by ordinary hardworking, rural citizens, but instead to
falsely represent their cause as irrelevant to the real business of the WTO. Although
they did dutifully report on the protesters who wielded sticks to try and force their
way through the line of police protecting the WTO, the activities of the far more
numerous peaceful demonstrators did not merit much serious attention from US
reporters. So if it had not been for the irresistible photo opportunity offered by several protesters who jumped into the icy waters of the Hong Kong Harbor to try and
swim to the Ministerial, news readers might never have had to wonder just what might
be so important to that many people. For this and many reasons, we thank the nonviolent protesters — not only the swimmers but also the marchers, the teachers, the
meditators, and the dancers — for their courageous witness in Hong Kong.
We are fortunate to have reports from three AFSC staff who were among these
protesters, and who are able to explain the real-life implications of the wheelings and
dealings that took place in the building behind the police lines. Along with these
reports, we offer Jim Shultz’s jubilant account, from another region of the world, of
a resounding victory in the struggle of global activism against global capital.
From Hong Kong to Bolivia to the Middle East, protesters are working not only
with determination and passion, but with intelligence. Noah Merrill reports on a conference held in Palestine, with a focus on “strategies for nonviolent resistance.” Thea
Paneth, who represented the US peace movement at a world gathering in London
to stop the war in Iraq, emphasizes the vital importance of pooling our knowledge
to strengthen the “nascent global peace movement.” Here in the US, Wal-Mart’s
exploited workers are making use of new and old organizing strategies to gain recognition and better conditions.
Yet the work of revolution — the work of naming injustice, of reclaiming wholeness, of standing up for ourselves and our sisters and brothers against all who would
harm or demean us — does not only take place at the world gatherings, or even in
the streets. The Jerusalem Stories project uses the sharing of stories and the art of
photography to make a safe space for a quiet shift in perspective. Wendy Sanford,
reviewing a chapbook by writer Deidra Suwanee Dees, considers the vital work of
“decolonizing the heart.” And Vine Deloria, whose work has inspired more than one
generation of indigenous activists, urged Native Americans to claim the realm of the
intellect as their battleground.
Also in this issue are a few reports from rebuilding efforts in devastated Third
World areas. In rural Thailand, NGO worker Natassia Pura observes the difficulty of
satisfying far-off donors while keeping the work rooted in the self-expressed needs of
the people at the receiving end of the donations. In New Orleans, Mississippi, and
Alabama, a recent volunteer reports that the real work of rebuilding is happening at
the most basic, people-to-people level — “peace in action,” while the government
has still not shown up on the job.
Once again, all our organizing goes on in the deepening shadow of nuclear threat.
Joe Gerson explains that this threat is not only, or even primarily, from Iran, and urges
all parties to be “more imaginative” in their diplomacy. The same goes for all of us.
In the streets, in our writing, in our faith — let’s surprise everyone, even ourselves,
with the intensity of our commitment. Let’s jump.

— Sara Burke, Co-Editor
February 2006
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Nothing Can Stop Us in Our Struggle
Arnie Alpert coordinates the American
Friends Service Committee’s New Hampshire
program, and works with the AFSC’s Trade
Matters project.
As thousands of protesters gathered at Hong Kong’s Victoria Park on
the opening day of the World Trade
Organization’s (WTO) sixth ministerial
meeting December 13, murmurs went
through the crowd that the South Koreans
were planning something dramatic. For
days, perhaps weeks, the local press had
been full of fear-mongering stories about
the plans of radical South Korean farmers and union members.
Their outrage fueled by drops in price
supports for rice, Korean farmers were in
Hong Kong in large numbers. And one of
their leaders, Lee Kyeong-Hae, had committed suicide at the opening of the last
WTO Ministerial in Cancún in 2003.
“Nothing will stop us in our struggle,”
they vowed. The South China Morning
Post reported police had learned someone had bought more than 100 gas masks,
“raising the specter that radical groups are
preparing for violence.”
The march of several thousand banner-waving protesters snaked through
the streets on its way to a rally by the
harbor, close by the Convention Center
where the WTO delegates would be holding their official meetings. Protesters
chanted “Down Down WTO” in several
languages. Thousands of Hong Kong residents watched from the sidewalks, while
thousands of Hong Kong riot police
looked on. Members of China’s People’s
Revolutionary Army were nearby waiting
for orders to mobilize if protests got out
of police control.
As the last of the marchers arrived at
the rally site, the Koreans made their
move. About 75 farmers broke away
from the others, put on orange life vests,
jumped in the harbor, and began swimming toward the Convention Center. It
was a great example of the spirit, creativity, and discipline that characterized the
WTO protests.
Page 4

Granted, there were some physical and are also likely to touch on controverviolent confrontations between police and sial areas of government purchasing and
protesters. But by and large, the mood in domestic regulations. As Public Citizen
the streets was one of festive resistance to has shown in its recent report on GATS
the WTO and what it represents to mil- and zoning, local land-use planning in the
lions of workers, farmers, and poor people United States is just one area where the
throughout the world: an undemocratic authority of democratic governments at
institution that primarily benefits large all levels could be jeopardized by WTO
owners of large corporations, interna- rules.
tional investors, and the governments of
That is why the protests in the streets
the wealthy countries where the global are so important. Inside the hotels and
corporations are based.
convention centers where negotiators
The drama inside the Convention meet, it is too easy for them to forget
Center reinforced those views. Starting the voices of their own citizens. As the
out from a draft proposal with which few negotiators return to Geneva, it will be
negotiators were happy, the WTO meet- important for WTO critics to keep their
ing limped through its first four days, eyes on the process and find new ways to
with frequent reports it would end in make their voices heard.
another “collapse,” i.e. a meeting withAnd by the way, those 100 gas masks
out a concluding agreement. By the were purchased for the use of reporters
end, negotiators for developing coun- covering the protests.
tries which had withstood USA
and EU pressure at the previous
WTO Ministerial were unwilling to apply the brakes and risk
blame for failure.
The final document, reached
through all-night negotiations,
included minimal promises
by the wealthy countries in
exchange for a stepped-up pace
of negotiations on global rules
for the service sector. Now the
negotiators will return to WTO
headquarters in Geneva, further
from the light of public protest and scrutiny, with the aim
of concluding a comprehensive
agreement by the end of 2006.
The services talks pose a
whole set of dangers. The
wealthy countries, led by the
EU, are pushing for developing countries to accept trade
rules favorable to trans-national
companies that want to market
water, health care, construction,
travel and tourism, banking Hong Kong, December 2005. South Korean
and insurance, and every other farmers attempted to swim across the Hong
service you can think of, on a Kong harbor to the convention center where
global basis. The services talks the WTO Ministerial was proceeding. Photo:
Arnie Alpert
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Putting a Human Face on the WTO Talks
Amy Gottlieb is Director of Immigrant
Rights at the New York City office of the
American Friends Service Committee. She
traveled to Hong Kong to join the protests
of the World Trade Organization meeting
in December 2005.
As we ended the protest march in anticipation of the opening of the 6th World
Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial
in Hong Kong, we walked through the
streets of this city filled with skyscrapers
and found ourselves surrounded by hundreds of young women. The women were
seated on blankets, clustered in groups of
five or six, enjoying picnics, chatting, and
playing cards. They were mostly Filipina
and Indonesian, and we learned that they
were domestic workers taking advantage
of their one day off. Despite the fact that
many of these women are trained in professions, they have left their homes and
families behind because so few opportunities exist for them. They are in Hong
Kong on special domestic worker visas
that do not allow them to become permanent residents.
We were in Hong Kong in part because
the WTO, in its services agreements, is
beginning to negotiate rules that could
govern trade of human beings, and we
are concerned about the implications for
human rights and migration in these discussions. Seeing migrant women in Hong
Kong, people who have been forced to
seek employment far from their homes
in part due to the impact of globalization
on their local economies, brought down
to earth the theoretical and policy discussions that we had engaged in prior to the
trip. Their presence offered a visual backdrop to the high-level negotiations inside
the Hong Kong Convention Center.

Mode 4
Migrants will be treated as commodities to be traded among nations if these
WTO agreements are reached. Known
in WTO-speak as Temporary Movement
of Natural Persons and itemized under
“Mode 4” of the General Agreement on
February 2006

Trade in Services (GATS), these agreements would permit the establishment
of temporary labor contracts for low- and
medium-skilled workers from developing
countries. Such a program would allow
people to cross international borders to
fulfill a labor contract, but would not protect basic human and labor rights.
To open a dialogue about the issue,
three organizations co-sponsored a daylong symposium in a Hong Kong park
a mile from the Convention Center.
Participants from around the world
offered perspectives on the potential
impact of the WTO’s negotiations on the
movement of people.
Currently, GATS commitments regarding Temporary Movement of Natural
Persons focus on high-skilled labor. The
proposal is to expand the agreement to
include lower- and medium-skilled workers. Although not perfect by any means,
current WTO commitments mirror
wealthy countries’ existing visa programs.
For example, the high-skilled labor commitments as manifested in the US provide
certain labor protections. Under such
visas, concerns about rights abuses have
been fewer, partly because in the case of
employee abuses, corporate professionals are often able to file complaints and
to stand up for their rights. Most highskilled workers do not face the same
difficult living conditions in their home
countries that drive people to migrate;
they have more freedom and flexibility
to move back and forth.
On the other hand, if GATS Mode 4
commitments are expanded to a broader
range of categories, the power of employers over lower-skilled employees may
reach levels that create dangerous and
exploitative work conditions. Under such
a program, the ability of employees to
assert their rights will be minimal. Based
on the well-publicized abuses that came
to light in the Bracero program between
the US and Mexico, migrant rights groups
have good reason for their concern that
the new GATS model will be more of the
same, but on a global scale.

Those who support the expansion of
Mode 4 state that it is not a migration or
labor policy. Rather they argue it is a way
to satisfy the needs of developed countries
to fill labor vacancies and for developing countries to send workers overseas
to increase remittances (money sent by
workers to their families back home) and
support development. AFSC, along with
other organizations working directly with
migrants, recognizes the tensions that
exist. However, the rights of individuals to be treated with dignity and respect
must take precedence. We cannot sacrifice
human rights in the name of satisfying
corporate interests.
On Sunday, December 18, International
Migrants Day and the closing day of the
Ministerial, we marched in solidarity
with migrant workers. Purple flags flying, domestic workers from Indonesia and
the Philippines once again took advantage
of their day off. This day, instead of sitting in the parks and on benches along
Hong Kong’s bustling streets, they walked
in protest. Although many felt they had
to hide their identities, they sang and
chanted, voiced their passions, expressed
their individuality and their community,
and protested any plan that would commodify their humanity.

Send Peacework
to Prison
Peacework offers news and analysis
from the peace movement worldwide.
Its perspective is based in respect for
all people and a deep commitment to
nonviolence. Peacework continues to
offer subscriptions to prisoners for $1
per year, even as the number of subscribers in prison increases, and mailing
costs rise.
For $15, you can subsidize one-year
subscriptions to two of Peacework’s
many incarcerated subscribers. Make
checks payable to AFSC-Peacework,
with the memo “Send Peacework to
Prison,” and mail to Peacework, AFSC,
2161 Mass. Ave., Cambridge MA
02140. Your gift is tax-deductible.
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WTO Delivers Empty Promises
Jessica Walker Beaumont is a Trade and
Debt Specialist at the American Friends
Service Committee.
In December 2005, thousands of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs),
members of civil society, and government officials from 150 countries arrived
in Hong Kong for the sixth World
Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial.
Months before the meetings, it became
clear that reaching consensus on some
contentious issues might be impossible. In
response, the WTO leadership simplified
the agenda and publicly reduced expectations of what would be accomplished
in order to avoid the kind of collapse
in talks that was witnessed in Seattle in
1999 and Cancún in 2003. Although the
media parroted the WTO’s message that
very little happened in Hong Kong, a
closer look at the outcomes of the meeting reveals some developments that have
serious implications for the developing
country members. And although this
round of negotiations, which started in
Doha, Qatar in 2001, was supposed to be
of special benefit to developing countries
— hence the name “Doha Development
Round”— it was clear that the wealthy
countries continued to aggressively shape

the agenda to their advantage.
In Cancún, developing countries
banded together and staged a walkout, led by Brazil and India, to ensure
that the trade deal shifted closer to their
needs. This time, the wealthy countries
found a way to avoid this when the US
and European Union (EU) used a divideand-conquer strategy that pulled Brazil
and India into their inner circle “green
room” negotiations to split the developing
countries’ agenda. No other developing
country was willing to risk being blamed
for a walkout.
One reason developing countries
remain at the negotiating table when the
agenda is not serving their needs is that
their debt burdens create a dependence
on continued inflows of foreign currency.
Another reason is that smaller-scale trade
agreements — like the one between the
US and five Central American countries
— have already extracted so many compromises from developing countries that
they have nothing else to lose.
Given the non-transparent nature of
the WTO negotiations, it is impossible
to know how the power dynamics played
out. We can, however, review the outcomes and interpret their meaning. In
the end, the deal struck will likely bene-

Still Time to Stop CAFTA
Stop CAFTA! — a national coalition of hundreds of organizations ﬁghting the implementation of the Central American Free Trade Agreement — is calling on people
to send letters to the editor, collect petition signatures, stage teach-ins and picket
regional federal ofﬁces to get the word out: CAFTA will only beneﬁt large US
corporations, lead to the erosion of environmental regulations, dissolve smaller
Central American agribusiness and result in lower wages and deteriorating working
conditions for workers.
Initially slated for January 1, 2006, CAFTA has been held up due to increased pressure
from the US for CAFTA countries to make last-minute changes to their constitutions
giving transnational corporations the leverage to challenge local laws and regulations. In Nicaragua and El Salvador opposition groups are pressuring governments
to reject this last change to CAFTA. Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic (the
most recent additions to the agreement) have yet to sign on to CAFTA and have postponed their votes till February and July of 2006 respectively.
With this recent window of opportunity, the Stop CAFTA! coalition is organizing coordinated anti-CAFTA actions throughout the US. For details about CAFTA and tools
for ﬁghting against its implementation, visit stopcafta.org.
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fit a handful of developing countries (e.g.
Argentina, Brazil, China, and India) at
great cost for the others.

Evaluating the Outcome
In the end, the deal struck between
the 150 member countries covers some
significant areas of concern with substantial concessions made by developing
countries. Perhaps the most damaging
agreement in Hong Kong was the aggressive schedule set for completing the Doha
round by the end of 2006. This will prevent developing countries and their civil
societies from having the time needed
to truly assess the impact of the policies
being pushed by wealthy countries before
they are enshrined into the almost irreversible global trade rule scheme. This
schedule was primarily being pushed in
order to complete the round before June
2007 — this is when President Bush loses
his “fast track” authority to negotiate
trade deals allowing Congress only an up
or down vote. In order to meet this schedule, the WTO is likely to hold a General
Council meeting in early 2006. It is at
this meeting, to be held in Geneva, that
details of agreements on the movement of
workers will be addressed (see the discussion of “Mode 4” in “Putting a Human
Face on the WTO Talks,” p. 5).
The first half of the week was spent
focused on an offer from wealthy countries to provide a “development package”
to poor countries. In return for marketopening concessions, 50 of the world’s
poorest countries get access to aid for
improving infrastructure, upgrading customs systems, and other programs to help
with the transition. Based on past experience, however, the promised aid may
never materialize, could increase countries’ debt levels, or may be attached to
harmful conditions. For example, Japan’s
announcement in Hong Kong of $10 billion in “aid for trade” was subsequently
revealed as an offer mostly of loans,
not grants, and would merely represent
reshuffling of aid already committed.
Organizations like the Third World
February 2006
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Network assert that for such aid to lead
to meaningful assistance for long-term
development it must be predictable,
adequate, non-conditional, and used in
ways determined by the countries themselves.

sectors at once. In the end, the “mandatory” component was removed.

Industrial Goods
and Natural Resources
The non-agricultural market access
negotiations are of grave concern for
developing countries, which are being
pressured to significantly reduce their
tariffs on industrial, fisheries, and forestry products. Without the barrier of
tariffs, cheap imports may flood these
countries, threatening their ability
to build up an industrial base, create
employment, and protect their natural
resources.
A longstanding complaint is toward
EU and US government farm aid pro-

Services Negotiations
One of the most contentious areas discussed in Hong Kong was the General
Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS),
which covers over 160 service sectors such
as water delivery, health care, telecommunications, tourism, postal delivery,
banking, and insurance. Controversy
around GATS is nothing new and is the
reason why negotiations are managed in
a more flexible way than in other parts
of the WTO. Under the current system, often described as
a “bottom-up” approach, developing countries can open their
service sectors to global competition at their own pace. Central
to this negotiating scheme is a
process whereby requests and
offers are made between two
countries. Only once an agreement is reached between the two
countries, do they then open the
agreed-upon service markets to
all other WTO Members. This
bottom-up strategy has resulted
in a slower pace of liberalization, causing frustration among
wealthy nations that want immediate access to markets like the
banking and insurance sectors.
In Hong Kong, there was an
aggressive attempt to push text
that would have removed these
flexible policies. The EU and
others pushed for new language
that would have forced coun- Hong Kong, December 2005. Migrant workers
tries to enter group negotiations hold a demonstration outside the WTO
if invited. Because of the power Ministerial. Photo: Arnie Alpert
dynamics discussed above, for
grams that provide their farmers with
developing countries to walk away from
agricultural subsidies, many of them
the negotiating table once seated would
directly tied to exports. Rich countries
be far more difficult than refusing to
overproduce goods and export them at
enter into negotiations in the first place.
below-market prices, effectively wiping
Adding to this, if the negotiations shift
out local farmers in those developing
away from a country-to-country strategy
countries that have opened their bortowards a group process, there will be
ders to imports.
increased pressure to liberalize multiple
February 2006

In Hong Kong, Brazil secured a
promise by the US and EU to eliminate
export subsidies by 2013. Although this
is touted as a significant breakthrough,
existing subsidies may simply be shuffled
into “allowed” categories rather than significantly lowered. This deal paved the
way for numerous concessions on the
part of developing countries.

Challenging the Rhetoric
In the end, it is clear that there was
more emphasis on ‘saving’ this round of
negotiations than ensuring that it live
up to its promise of furthering a development agenda. Although the WTO is
a framework that actually could offer
development benefits to the poorer
member countries, the last Ministerial
is an example of how this promise is
unfulfilled. In most cases the potential
benefits offered to developing countries
were offset by the concessions they made
to gain them, concessions which severely
undermine long-term, sustainable development. The continued push by wealthy
member countries for unrestricted global
markets, with little recognition of the
human costs for developing countries,
was shown to be unabated in the Hong
Kong Ministerial.
As NGOs engage in monitoring,
advocacy, and education, we cannot
wait for the developing countries that
are feeling squeezed by their debt burdens, poverty, and need for investment
to stand up and reject this system. Even
if countries such as Venezuela and Cuba
are willing to stand up and state reservations to the agreed-on text, the
fledgling effort will be limited in its
ability to turn the tide. Bold leadership
is needed among wealthy countries to
admit that the current path will not lead
to sustainable, long-term development.
As NGOs we must work to de-link the
word “development” from this Doha
Round, challenging our governments on
their rhetoric. There are viable alternative approaches that continue to unfold
but are consistently ignored. These
alternatives will only surface if developing countries are given the policy space
needed to find development solutions
that work for them.
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Bechtel vs. Bolivia: The People Win!
Jim Shultz is the Executive Director of
The Democracy Center in Cochabamba,
Bolivia.

the face of it all, the people did not back
down. In April of 2000 Bechtel’s company was forced to leave and the people
won back control of their water.

The Cochabamba water revolt — which
began exactly six years ago this month —
ended this morning when Bechtel, one of
the world’s most powerful corporations,
formally abandoned its legal effort to take
$50 million from the Bolivian people.
Bechtel made that demand before a secretive trade court operated by the World
Bank, the same institution that coerced
Bolivia to privatize the water to begin
with. Faced with protests, barrages of
e-mails, visits to their homes, and years of
damaging press, Bechtel executives finally
decided to surrender, walking away with a
token payment equal to thirty cents. That
retreat sets a huge global precedent.

Bechtel Fights Back
Eighteen months later Bechtel and
Abengoa sought revenge, filing a $50
million legal action against Bolivia in
the World Bank’s trade court — the
International Centre for Settlement
of Investment Disputes. It was a legal
forum tailor-made for Bechtel. The people of Cochabamba would be tried in
Washington, in English, and in a process
so secret that no member of the public
or press would be allowed to know when
the tribunal met, who testified before it,
or what they said.
Bechtel claimed it was suing for both
its losses and the profits it wasn’t allowed
to make. Records later showed that
Bechtel and its associates had spent less
than $1 million in Bolivia.
What Bechtel did not count on was the
firestorm of public protest that it would
face. Cochabamba water revolt leaders,
the Democracy Center, and a host of allies
all over the world launched a global campaign to force Bechtel to drop the case.
Thousands sent e-mails to corporate
executives. Protesters in San Francisco
blocked the entrance to Bechtel’s headquarters, occupied its lobby, and draped
a banner across its front. Dutch activists mounted a ladder and posted a sign
renaming Bechtel’s Amsterdam office
after Victor Hugo Daza, the 17-year-old
killed in Cochabamba. The San Francisco
Board of Supervisors approved a resolution calling on Bechtel to drop its case.
More than 300 organizations from 43
countries joined in a citizens’ petition
to the World Bank demanding that the
case be opened to public scrutiny and
participation. Activists in Washington
DC protested at the home of the head of
Bechtel’s water company. Hundreds of
articles and dozens of documentaries were
produced worldwide, making Bechtel and
its Bolivian water takeover a well-known

The Water Revolt
In Ja n u a r y 2 0 0 0 t h e p e o p l e o f
Cochabamba, Bolivia woke up one morning to discover that their public water
system had been taken over by a mysterious new private company, Aguas del
Tunari. The World Bank had coerced
Bolivia to privatize its water, as a condition of further aid. The new company,
controlled by Bechtel, the California
engineering giant, announced its arrival
with a huge overnight increase in local
water bills. Water rates leapt by an average of more than fifty percent, and in
some cases much more. Bechtel and its
Spanish co-investor, Abengoa, priced
water beyond what many families here
could afford.
The people demanded that the rate
hikes be permanently reversed. The
Bolivian government refused. Then the
people demanded that the company’s
contract be canceled. The government
sent out police and soldiers to take control of the city and declared statewide
martial law.
In the face of beatings, of leaders being
taken from their houses in the middle of
the night, of a seventeen-year-old boy
being shot and killed by the army — in
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exemplar of corporate greed and abuse.
Bechtel — a corporation so powerful
that it won a billion-dollar, no-bid Bush
administration contract to rebuild Iraq —
found it all too much to take. Last June,
Bechtel and its associates raised the white
flag and began negotiating a deal to drop
their case — for a token payment of two
bolivianos (thirty cents). Bechtel officials
flew to Bolivia this week to sign the surrender and collect their two coins.

Bechtel’s Surrender
Bechtel’s surrender settlement is historic. The World Bank’s system of
closed-door trade courts has received
more than 200 cases like Bechtel’s. The
WTO and NAFTA trade courts have their
own piles of corporate cases. In no other,
however, has a major corporation backed
down as a result of public pressure.
International financial institutions
coerce poor countries into privatization arrangements as a condition of aid.
Corrupt and incompetent governments
sit down behind closed doors with multinational corporations and cut bad deals.
A year later, or a decade later, the people
finally realize what has happened. They
demand a reversal and the companies
warn, “Mess with the deal and we will take
you to court — and we will win.”
The global campaign against Bechtel
sends an important message to other corporations who are thinking of following
in their legal footsteps, in Bolivia and
beyond: “No, we will not let you wage
this fight behind closed doors where only
a handful of lawyers has a voice. We will
wage this fight on your doorstep. We will
make you defend your actions in the court
of world public opinion.”
Once again, it is clear that the economic rules of the game can be changed.
Six years ago the people of Cochabamba
won their water revolt with courage and
commitment. Today we have all won that
revolt’s second and final round, with a
persistence that was truly global and that
could not be stopped. Another world is
indeed possible.
February 2006
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Activists Gather in London to Stop the War
Thea Paneth is a member of United for
Justice with Peace in Arlington, MA.
Fifteen hundred peace activists filled
Horticultural Hall in London to address
the ongoing disaster of the war on Iraq.
People came from the US, the UK, Iran,
Iraq, Thailand, Pakistan, Canada, Greece,
Poland, Spain, Turkey, and Italy. George
Galloway (UK Member of Parliament)
declared that “today London declares
peace on the world.”
Two public statements were adopted
at the conference. One called for international demonstrations against the war,
and against widening the war through
attacks on Iran or Syria, on the third anniversary — March 18 and 19, 2006.
The second statement called for the
release of the Christian Peacemaker
Teams members who have been taken
hostage. The Stop the War Coalition
(UK) sent one of its members, Anas al
Tikriti, to Baghdad to work for their
release. Sheikh Al Khallisi of the Iraqi
Foundation National Congress followed
up by telling us it is not clear who the
groups are that are carrying out kidnappings and that the kidnappings hurt the
resistance movement — he termed them
“suspicious acts.”
David Swanson, a founder of the group
After Downing Street, put forth another
good example of international activists working together.
The “Downing Street
memos, ” a series of
leaked UK government
minutes, constitute
strong evidence that the
Bush Administration
had already decided
in 2002 to go to war
against Iraq, and
that officials lied to
Congress and the US
public about weapons
of mass destruction
and the connection
between the September
11 attacks and Saddam

Hussein. The documents were big news in
Britain, but only made headlines in the
US after activists worked very hard to get
the US corporate media to acknowledge
and cover the issue. Swanson stressed the
importance of “working the referees,” a
term he said is used by the right wing as
they push the media toward the right.
We must “work the referees,” he said, “to
push back.”
The conference was an important and
historic step in building an international
mobilization for peace. The British peace
movement warmly welcomed US peace
activists. Herbert Docena from Focus
on the Global South, based in Thailand,
exhorted us to not get tired of marching
for peace, saying: “your marching lifts us
all.” MP Jeremy Corbyn said “movements
work.” And Walter Wolfgang who escaped
the Nazis said “we cannot allow the world
to relapse into barbarism.”
In the evening, a performance of Nobel
Laureate Dario Fo’s play Peace Mom (still
a work in progress), with world-renowned
actor Frances de la Tour playing Cindy
Sheehan, was held to benefit the Stop
the War Coalition. Dario Fo and Cindy
Sheehan were in the audience.
Conference drawbacks included that
there was not time to share detailed information about organizing efforts that are
underway in the countries represented
and there were no breakout sessions to

explore ideas or ask questions. As thirdworld participants in the World Social
Forums have led the way in declaring,
our international gatherings must foster
practical, grassroots sharing of information and action, and not simply replicate
old models of ‘experts’ speaking to passive audiences.
United for Peace and Justice Coalition
(US) co-chair Judith LeBlanc reported that
UFPJ had already decided that decentralized local actions, rather than one massive
march, will be how its members organize
to mark the third anniversary of the invasion in the US. It may turn out that we
miss an important opportunity to participate in an international day of opposition
to this war, one that may include protests
in Basra and Baghdad. However, if a number of well-organized regional actions can
be held across the US it could prove to be
a movement-strengthening effort.
I returned home with a deeper appreciation for the importance of our organizing
for peace and justice here in the US. We
have a tremendous responsibility to the
world to engage in the hard work of organizing, of finding ways to motivate our
fellow citizens to join the peace movement, to make real the urgency and the
reality of the war on Iraq. There is a
nascent global peace movement. US peace
activists need to build our domestic peace
movement community by community and
work together regionally
as well as nationally. In
this way we can begin to
bridge the difficulties of
living in a large country. We must be part of
this global movement
for peace in a “peopleto-people” effort. An
engaged, global movement of “citizens of
the world” is the only
solution to the problems facing the planet.
The only way we will
have peace is to demand
it.

London, December 2005. Photo: Simon Green (http://eventful.org.uk)
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Celebrating Nonviolent Resistance
Noah Merrill is the coordinator of the
American Friends Service Committee’s program in Southeastern New England. He can
be reached at nmerrill@afsc.org.
In the mainstream Western media, the
concept of a nonviolent Palestinian resistance to Israeli occupation is invisible.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is painted
and repainted daily as intractable by definition, with both sides locked into a
violent struggle with no winners, only the
consistent pain and suffering of two peoples. Palestinians particularly are painted
as irrational, violent by nature, prone to
corruption, and unwilling to compromise.
Whenever a glimmer of hope is offered in
this framing, it is due to Israeli action or,
as was the case with the death of Yasser
Arafat, Palestinian misfortune, and not in
any way due to the agency or initiative of
Palestinians. From out of this wilderness
of obfuscation, it is unsurprising that few
observers have seen the faces of hope presented by Palestinian nonviolent resisters
and their allies in the Israeli and international solidarity movements.
I traveled to Palestine in late December
2005 to attend the international conf e r e n c e “ C e l e b r a t i n g No n v i o l e n t
Resistance,” held at Terra Sancta College
in Bethlehem, Palestine. The conference
was co-sponsored by the Palestinian-led
NGOs Holy Land Trust and Nonviolence
International, and endorsed by dozens of
international NGOs and faith-based organizations dedicated to promoting a just
solution to the conflict.
For four days, hundreds of internationals joined Palestinian and Israeli nonviolent
activists in the Occupied Territories to
speak, listen, and strategize for a peace
built on justice. Dr. Mubarak Awad,
founder of Nonviolence International,
welcomed us with these words: “I want
to make one thing very clear: this is not
a peace conference. Peace and reconciliation are important, and I urge you to
attend those conferences as well, and to
take part in that work. But this is not the
place or time for that. This is a conferPage 10

ence on nonviolent resistance.”
The conference sought to consider
nonviolent resistance movements globally, with a particular emphasis on the
Palestinian experience of struggle, thereby
facilitating a sharing of knowledge from
different struggles while giving the resistance and successes of the Palestinian
movement center stage. In future years,
the conference will be held in other
regions of the world in which people are
engaged in nonviolent struggle against
injustice.

The Palestinian
School of Nonviolence
In his 1989 article, “The Intifada
and Nonviolent Struggle,” Gene Sharp

conference, Sharp stressed that this trend
continues.
Analysts and practitioners of nonviolent struggle elaborated on the profoundly
nonviolent tenor of the most widespread
and foundational of Palestinian resistance actions: sumud, an Arabic word
meaning “steadfastness,” the practice
of remaining on one’s land in the face
of military, economic, social, legal, and
personal violence. One speaker affirmed
that the simple act of survival under military and economic occupation is an act
of resistance, and that Palestinian society
as a whole had proven itself exceptionally
resilient in this struggle, contrary to the
expectations of policymakers in Israel who
expected them to emigrate en masse as the

Sheikh Tayser Rajab Bayoud Tamimi and priest Jacob Abu Sa’ada protest
along with 450 other Palestinians and foreigners against the occupation and
the security wall surrounding Bethlehem, December 2005. The peaceful
protest came at the end of a four-day international conference on nonviolence
held in Bethlehem December 27-30, 2005. The role of religion in nonviolent
Palestinian resistance was a prominent theme. © 2006 Damon Lynch

cites examples demonstrating the deep
history of nonviolent civil resistance in
the Muslim and Arab worlds, including its extensive use from the beginnings
of the Palestinian-Israeli struggle in the
twentieth century. Participating in this

Occupation continued. In the words of
one Palestinian activist, “they may be the
hammer, but we are the flowers.”
Ayed Morrar, coordinator for the popular committees against the Wall in the
Ramallah region, spoke powerfully of the
February 2006
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struggles, the courage, and the growth in
legitimacy of nonviolent civil resistance in
the struggle to prevent the annexation of
Palestinian land by the Separation Wall.
He recounted the story of his efforts to
gain support for active civil resistance to
the Wall in the town of Budrus, a community that would have been cut in half by
the path of the Wall. At first, he said, there
was little support within the town leadership, and people mocked his idealism in
the face of what was considered a foregone
conclusion: the annexation of over half
the town’s farmland in the name of Israeli
“security.” In response to this challenge,
Morrar, echoing the phrase so familiar in
Latino movements of resistance, settled
on the slogan: “We Can Do It!”
The Budrus campaign made use of a
wide range of nonviolent tactics, from
demonstrations to nonviolent occupation
of seized Palestinian land to destruction
by hand of the gates barring farmers from
harvesting their olive crops and watering
their trees. Throughout this campaign,
the presence of international activists provided “space” and limited protection for
the Palestinians from the more egregious
abuses of human rights committed by the
Israeli Defense Force (IDF). In the face
of house raids and the hostage-taking by
IDF forces to prevent demonstrations,
the activists in Budrus moved the construction back, little by little, until it
conformed to the “Green Line” borders
established by international agreements.
There were martyrs in the struggle
against the Wall in Budrus. Nonviolent
activists were wounded and killed. But
as the struggle concluded, the Israeli Wall
had been re-routed, forced back by the
strength of the popular committees to
the path of the Green Line, leaving the
villages’ olive groves intact. A politician
who had earlier mocked Morrar was convinced: he paid for the mass printing of
signs to be used in the expansion of the
campaigns, which are ongoing throughout the communities being devastated by
the Wall’s advance. The signs read: “We
Can Do It!”

understandings between different generations, between grassroots activists and
members of the NGO community, and
between Palestinians and international
allies. The participation and solidarity of
Israeli activists was particularly important.
The growing significance of campaigns
stressing morally responsible investment
and divestment to end the occupation was
stressed by Naim Ateek, founder of Sabeel,
an ecumenical Palestinian Christian liberation theology movement. “Friends of
Sabeel” chapters around the world advocate that Christian churches divest their
resources from the many companies participating in the Israeli occupation. In
the words of Reverend Ateek, Palestinian
Christians are called by their faith to
“wake up the churches” in North America
and globally to what is happening to
Palestinians under occupation.
The conference openly promoted
involvement of community members in
Bethlehem and Palestine more broadly.
Some attenders found themselves in conversation with anti-occupation Israelis for
the first time in their lives. A Palestinian
working in Jordan for an international
development organization emphasized the
importance of “truly knowing each other
as human beings” to the building of solidarity within the movement to end the
occupation and promote a just peace.

“Activism Colonialism”
C o o r d i n a t o r s o f t h e Po p u l a r
Committees Against the Wall spoke
about the “laboratory of nonviolent
resistance,” a place which “creates innovation and growth through real-world
experience.” While the young, already
battle-hardened leaders were eager for
exchanges of experience with allies (such
as members of the International Solidarity
Movement [ISM], with whom they work
closely), they stressed the importance of
indigenous Palestinian leadership and
emphasized the value of the wisdom that
arises from practice on the ground. They
regretted the impacts of what they called
“activism colonialism” — the influence of
Current Challenges
international activists and NGOs imposThis conference provided an important ing their own agendas and analyses on
opportunity for exchange and building Palestinians, a tendency they saw as denyFebruary 2006

ing not only the deep roots of nonviolent
struggle in their communities, but also
the crucial dimension of their agency as
actors in control of their own movement,
in solidarity with international and Israeli
allies. Recognizing and taking steps to
change this troubling trend was one of
their chief goals for the conference. At
the same time, the valuable role of international groups such as the ISM and the
North American Christian Peacemaker
Teams was acknowledged.
It is important to note the drastic
upsurge in Israeli targeting of international activists specifically because of the
success of their solidarity work. Several
ISM workers were denied entry to Israel
for the conference; Israeli repression has
created significant shortfalls in the ISM’s
ability to support actions in Palestine.
During the conference, five members of
Christian Peacemaker Teams were arrested
by the IDF during a raid of their home on
trumped-up charges of militant activity.
Mustafa Barghouti, a leading Palestinian
activist and a candidate in the upcoming
elections, drew attention to the need to
continue developing a vibrant, healthy
democracy in Palestine as an essential
part of a strategy for mass nonviolent
civil resistance. He pointed to the central role of civil society in coordinating
and supporting nonviolent resistance, and
criticized the ruling Fatah movement for
continuing corruption and lack of transparency in Palestinian public institutions,
a shortcoming that while significantly due
to the pressures of occupation, had to be
addressed, in his opinion, if a mass nonviolent strategy was to be effected.

Time for Action
and Solidarity
In his address to the conference, Jeff
Halper, founder of the Israeli Committee
Against House Demolitions, called international participants to urgent action.
The time has come, he said, for a “global
intifada,” to shake the foundations of
international support for the occupation
through the power of nonviolent civil
resistance.
International solidarity is an essential
continued on page 15
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Jerusalem Stories
Shelly Banjo wrote the original version of
this article, published as “Turning the Page”
in Ha’aretz, 10/31/05. To learn more about
the Jerusalem Stories project or to make a
donation, visit www.jerusalemstories.org.
As she carefully turns each page of
her collection of photos, Carol Grosman
fondly describes the people she has
encountered in Jerusalem over the past
few years as if they were her close friends
or family. Emotions and humanity flood
out of every face and expression, as well
as her voice, as she tells the stories behind
some of the faces.
“This is Aliza Mizrachi, an Israeli Jew
from Mea Shearim,” said Grosman as she
flipped the page to an older woman, holding her hands up high, with an immense
smile on her face.
“ This is Huda Ibrahim; she is a
Palestinian Muslim who sells olive oil
on the street near Damascus Gate,” she

continued.
Over the past three years, writer, storyteller, and conflict resolution practitioner
Carol Grosman, and award-winning photographer Lloyd Wolf, have interviewed
and photographed more than 60 people from all around Jerusalem in hopes
of providing a new tool for conflict resolution.
These interviews and photographs are
the basis for “Jerusalem Stories,” a multifaceted program that will include a variety
of educational programs, peace-building
tools, storytelling performances, dialogue
workshops, as well as a book of personal
stories and photographs.

Crossing boundaries
“Jerusalem Stories is a communication
tool with the goal of eliciting empathy,
increasing understanding, opening the door
to reconciliation and reweaving relationships,” said Grosman. It is a project of the

Ruba Huleihel (left) and Alina Shkolnikov (right) are Seeds
of Peace participants who are friends. Ruba is an Israeli Arab
Muslim and Alina is an Israeli Jew originally from Ukraine.
©Lloyd Wolf / www.lloydwolf.com
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Democracy Council, a non-profit organization dedicated to democracy and the
rule of law across the world, and aims
to provide these program components
throughout Israel, the West Bank, Gaza
and the United States.
Grosman, backed by an extensive team
of advisors, emphasizes the important
part storytelling and photography can
play in peace-building and conflict resolution. They can both engage people
intellectually and touch people emotionally, Grosman said.
Since one does not have to be literate
to hear and understand stories, they are
able to cross educational, as well as cultural and political, boundaries.
Listening to and imagining other
people’s stories becomes a vicarious experience, Grosman said. People step into
the shoes of the ‘other’ and imagine their
world. This experience can open audiences to new perspectives in a way that
debate does not.
“This is a way for people to see each
other as human beings, as they speak
about their friends, dreams, and life,”
said Sami al Jundi, Centre Supervisor of
Seeds of Peace, a coexistence program in
Jerusalem.
Opening the lines of Communication
“This is also a communication tool
that works at a safe distance,” said
Grosman. “It is hard to bring Palestinians
and Israelis physically together, face to
face, for many reasons, including physical and emotional barriers. These stories
create a virtual dialogue and enable communication where none exists.”
Jerusalem Stories lets Palestinian,
Israeli, and other audiences have an
opportunity to get to know both the
Palestinian olive oil seller and the Israeli
tour guide, both the Palestinian dentist
and the Israeli and Palestinian youths
from Seeds of Peace.
Throughout the interviewing process,
Grosman said she has been amazed by
how much people need to talk. “There is a
need to share and a need to listen, she said,
continuing through the books of photos
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and pointing out a Palestinian
Muslim UN Worker living in
East Jerusalem whose mother
was killed in Nablus and
an Israeli Jewish girl whose
school friends were killed on
the midrachov.
“Alina, the Israeli Jewish
girl, said that speaking about
her experiences during the
interview process was very
healing for her,” said Grosman.
“Many people I interviewed
do not have other opportunities to reflect and express their
feelings.”

Ordinary people,
extraordinary stories
Grosman said her team
is going to study the impact
of the stories, programs, and
methods in order to publish
information for the peace
research community and conflict resolution practitioners.
“Storytelling and storybased projects democratize
Shimon Levy is an Iraq-born Israeli Jew who
the process of producing culhas managed a convenience store in West
ture and making society,”
Jerusalem for 25 years. ©Lloyd Wolf /
said Jessica Senehi, Assistant
www.lloydwolf.com
Professor in Peace and Conflict
Studies at the University of
Manitoba in Canada and Jerusalem guide, tell the true story of the city.
Stories advisor.” Jerusalem Stories pro“I ask people who they are and what
vides for a collaborative process of their lives are like, what sort of family and
meaning-making and relationship-build- life trajectory has pulled them to this city
ing that is a necessary first step for social and how they have been impacted in this
change, mediating between the personal period of time as well as the choices they
and political.”
make in this situation,” Grosman said.
Jerusalem Stories does not only focus “I also ask them what Jerusalem means
on the hate, horror, and hardships that to them and what is their relationship
media coverage of Jerusalem and the to the city.”
Middle East tends to emphasize. The projThe project allows the audience to hear
ect goes past the headlines, to humanize a chorus of voices representing Jerusalem
the conflict and highlight the daily strug- and to see the unique connections peogles and triumphs of ordinary people. It ple like Shimon Levy and Sheikh Saber al
uses storytelling to introduce audiences to Jundi feel with the city. Shimon Levy is an
real people who live in Jerusalem, letting Iraq-born Israeli Jew who has managed a
the words of a Palestinian Muslim shop- convenience store in West Jerusalem for
keeper, an Israeli Jew about to be drafted 25 years. Sheikh Saber al Jundi is a blind
into the IDF, young participants of Seeds Palestinian Muslim sheikh who has lived
of Peace, a Palestinian Anglican priest in the Old City for over 40 years.
working at St. George’s Cathedral in
”By sharing what the city means to
East Jerusalem, and an Israeli Jewish tour her residents, Jerusalem Stories visiFebruary 2006

bly demonstrates how people from so
many backgrounds can have authentic ties to this extraordinary place,” said
Grosman.

Are there more of them
like this?
Although creating a dialogue between
Palestinians and Israelis is one of the main
goals of the project, Jerusalem Stories
maintains that it is also critically important to reach Diaspora communities.
“It’s a very important time to show
human images of Jews and Arabs to
the world, to be putting out real stories
that portray humanity,” said Grosman.
Because the only exposure to the conflict and the people involved is through
the media, people in the Diaspora do not
truly understand the nature of the conflict, said al Jundi.
“The stories teach about being a
human being, the things you don’t see
on television. It shows audiences that it is
important to help Israelis and Palestinians
go the way of peace,” al Jundi said.
While any project involving Israelis
and Palestinians, as well as the city of
Jerusalem, is rife with political undertones and opinions, Jerusalem Stories
does not promote a particular political solution to the conflict. Rather, the
project advocates communication and
dispelling enemy images. Grosman leans
back, puts her hands up and pleads, “I am
not trying to tell anyone what to think.
“I am trying to show the many faces
and voices of humanity. In the presence
of stories and faces, it gets harder to deny
people’s validity,” she said.
Along the way, Grosman has collected
some anecdotal evidence of the power of
the project and has picked up a few new
stories of her own. As she flips to a photograph of Sami al Jundi, a Palestinian
peace activist holding a picture of Martin
Luther King and Gandhi, she tells a story
of an American Jewish woman she met.
“This woman loudly proclaimed that
in the past few years she has become ‘militantly anti-Arab.’” As Grosman showed
the angry woman Sami’s photo, the
woman paused quietly and in a changed
voice asked, “Are there more of them like
this?”
Page 13
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Florida Wal-Mart Workers Use Collective
Action to Enforce Rights
Nick Robinson has worked at Wal-Mart
and acted as a steward in the Montpelier
Downtown Workers Union, a citywide
non-majority union for retail and service
workers. Reprinted from Labor Notes,
January 2006 (313/842-6262; www.labornotes.org).
Workers at Wal-Mart and other bigbox retail chains — like workers in any
mostly nonunion industry with low pay
and tense, dreary working conditions —
are generally a disgruntled lot. In central
Florida, Wal-Mart workers are fighting
and sometimes winning campaigns using
collective action to solve both shop floor
and larger, industry-wide problems.
In one rural Florida town, over 20 percent of workers in the local Wal-Mart had
their hours cut. In response, workers went
into their community with a petition to
reinstate the workers’ lost hours, and collected 390 signatures in three days. Their
hours were returned.
In South St. Petersburg, a popular
third-shift employee was accused of theft
and fired. The next day, half the day
shift quit in protest. In another store, 20
workers marched on management after
a workplace leader had her schedule
changed. Her schedule was returned.

Building Resistance
These actions were initiated and led
by members of the Wal-Mart Workers
Association (WWA), a growing group of
300 current and former Wal-Mart workers in over 40 stores.
“This is a protest movement of WalMart workers uniting to make their lives
better at work and in their communities,” said Rick Smith, WWA organizer
and Florida director of the Wal-Mart
Association for Reform Now (WARN),
a coalition of labor, community, homeowner, and anti-poverty groups. “It’s about
Wal-Mart workers sticking together, honoring their work, arranging carpools, and
Page 14

providing child care for each other.”
Non-majority unions such as the
WWA don’t wait for a court to license
workers’ use of collective action. They
harness that anger and ingenuity to both
win day-to-day victories and launch longer-term pressure campaigns. The strategy
has roots in industries in which union recognition is rare: retail chain workers, state
workers, and computer programmers and
manufacturers.
“We have the right to organization,
regardless of what the boss or the state
does,” said Smith.
The WWA began in April with seed
money from the United Food and
Commercial Workers, the SEIU, the
AFL-CIO, and ACORN (a community
advocacy group). WWA members pay $5
in dues monthly.
Starting from scratch in mostly rural
areas with low union density, WWA
organizers knocked on doors in local
communities to see if residents worked at
Wal-Mart or knew anyone who did.
The WWA and WARN have a strategic focus on central Florida. Wal-Mart
is projected to saturate that area with as
many as one store in every two miles, and
double its “supercenters” there by 2010,
according to WARN’s research.
Rather than rejecting Wal-Mart completely, however, WARN and the WWA
welcome the chain’s low prices and access
to goods — but demand that Wal-Mart
meet standards set by the community.
WARN acts as the community pressure
arm of the WWA and has already stopped
five new Wal-Mart stores that don’t meet
its standards at the developmental review
level, through its extensive research and
mapping, strong coalition-building with
diverse allies, and well-organized base in
the community.

Unemployment Campaign
With 1.4 million employees worldwide, Wal-Mart is a driving force behind

the push towards a part-time, on-call,
at-will workforce. Seventy-four percent
of employees work Wal-Mart’s redefined
“full-time” 34-hour work week, making it even harder to pay for Wal-Mart’s
health care, and often forcing associates to
find another job on top of unpredictable
scheduling and family obligations.
Some Wal-Mart stores have enforced
an “open availability” policy, where supervisors ask employees to sign a document
stating that they will be available for any
shift at any time. Those who refuse, out
of family obligations or self-respect, have
been retaliated against with a cut in hours
or firing.
To counter the widespread problems of
inconsistency and under-scheduling, the
WWA launched a campaign to encourage
Wal-Mart workers to file for unemployment compensation.
Smith estimates that “hundreds, if
not thousands” of Wal-Mart workers
have filed for unemployment as part of
the WWA’s campaign. They usually win,
according to Smith, costing Wal-Mart
tens of thousands of dollars, and when
they lose, they force Wal-Mart into a
lengthy and revealing appeal process.
As a result, a number of Wal-Mart
stores with higher levels of WWA member activity have changed their scheduling
policies.
The WWA now has growing in-store
organizing committees with leaders who
have won grievances with management
and still have their jobs and are partially
compensated for their cut hours. No
WWA member has, at press time, been
fired for organizing.
T h e W WA h a s p l a n s t o e x p a n d
and become the American Workers
Association, a nationwide non-majority
union for retail and other chain workers.
A second chapter of the WWA recently
began in Dallas, Texas.
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Celebrating Nonviolent Resistance
continued from page 11
requirement of supporting nonviolent
resistance in Palestine and Israel. The
ever-present occupation forces and the
startling growth of illegal settlements in
occupied territories demonstrate the overwhelming international economic and
military support received by the Israeli
government and settler movements. In
order to even the balance, international
civil society actors must bring pressure to
bear on their governments to withdraw
support for the occupation. If this fails
on a governmental level, as it largely has,
members of civil society must embrace
an economic, civilian-based focus; divestment from the Israeli occupation is one
clear way this might be done.
The divestment movement in the US
is perhaps the most clearly-defined and
pragmatic of these strategies, and it is at a
critical juncture. With the recent decision
by a small number of mainline churches
to move ahead with a process of divestment, pressure by pro-Occupation groups
has increased dramatically. Numerous
university campaigns are also well underway, but need the support and resources
of a broader community to increase their
impact. Deepened involvement and
investment of energy by activists concerned about justice in the Middle East
could tip the scales as divestment sanctions did in South Africa in the last days
of Apartheid.
Those international observers who
decry violent resistance have a moral obligation to support nonviolent alternatives
for justice and liberation from a brutal
occupation. It is only through the action
of the international community that space
can be made to allow Palestinians and
Israelis to work together to build a peace
based on international law, human rights,
and the fundamental worth and dignity
of every person.
Friends of Sabeel, POB 9186, Portland
OR 97207; 503/653-6625
US Campaign to End Israeli Occupation,
1 1 0 1 Pe n n s y l v a n i a Av e . S E # 2 0 4 ,
Washington, DC 20003; 202/543-1778

Faces of Hope, AFSC, 1501 Cherry St.,
Phila, PA 19102; 215/241-7034
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Letters
Thank you for running the excerpts
from Frida Berrigan’s statement “Why
Am I Marching to Guantánamo? Against
Torture, and for Humanity” (Peacework
December 2004/January 2005)
Those of us on the walk attempted
to make a clear statement about the
detention, torture, and indefinite imprisonment of people in Guantánamo and
other secret prisons that the US runs
around the world which is becoming
more and more acceptable to so many in
our country.
The 25 of us who walked were not
the story. Cuba, the country in which
the US has placed the illegal interrogation camp, is not the story. The story was
the detention and torture of prisoners
at Guantánamo and other secret prisons which we can never accept. We did
not defend or condemn Cuba. We were
guests in a country that for decades has
been under the boot of the most powerful
Empire the world has ever known.
We weren’t talking about prisoners
held illegally here in the States (from my
five years in prison here, I know there are
many). We weren’t talking about the torture that happens in the jails and prisons
in the States (I’ve witnessed more than
I want to remember). We weren’t talking about the human rights violations
in the States, or in Cuba. Our focus was
the egregious criminal violation of moral
and international law — the torture of

human beings that our government is
doing to people (created in God’s image)
in the Guantánamo Bay Naval Station
and elsewhere.
It is puzzling why you felt it necessary to ‘balance’ Frida’s reflection with
the Amnesty articles on the violation of
human rights in Cuba. Our country, in
my name and yours, is torturing people. We have kidnapped people; we hold
them hostage, we torture them, and we
tell them they will never get out. It would
have been of greater service had you
printed a reflection on the Geneva conventions and international law, or one of
Amnesty International’s stories of one of
the prisoners at Naval Base, or the section from William Blum’s Killing Hope:
US Military and CIA Interventions
since World War II (Common Courage
Press) about the history of CIA subterfuge against Cuba: Forty-five years of
trade and credit embargo, Cuban planes
seized by the US, many terrorist attacks
carried out against Cuba by CIA-sponsored Cuban exiles from the US, goods
destined for Cuba sabotaged, machinery
damaged, chemicals added to lubricating fluids to cause rapid wear on diesel
engines, ball-bearings sold which were
off-center, Cuban sugar for export contaminated, swine fever virus sent to cause
death and epidemic among pigs, and
many more incidents.
— Susan Crane, Baltimore, MD

Peacework’s Co-Editors respond:
Torture and illegal imprisonment conducted by the US government are indeed
topics of special concern to US activists
and to Peacework. The courage demonstrated by the 25 activists who walked to
the Guantánamo facility is a beacon to
all of us working to change the murderous practices conducted, as Susan Crane
reminds us, in our names.
Like that of many other nations, Cuba’s
post-revolution development has been
severely undermined by the US government’s intervention, both public and
covert. For this, too, we Americans bear
responsibility.
Yet we are not Americans first, but

pacifists. Regardless of nationality,
political status, or even past crimes, we
hold all victims of violence in the circle
of our moral concern. We accept special responsibility to pressure our own
elected officials, but we do not thereby
forfeit our responsibility to speak up for
human rights at every opportunity. The
Guantánamo walkers chose to use their
journey to focus specifically on US violations. As Peacework’s editors, we chose
to use our coverage of that journey as
an opportunity to highlight both US
human rights violations in Cuba, and
the dire situation of Cuban advocates
for civil and human rights.
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Seeking Solutions in the Iran Crisis
Joseph Gerson is a Director of Programs at
the American Friends Service Committee
in New England. His books include
With Hiroshima Eyes and The Deadly
Connection.
Negotiations between Iran, Britain,
France, and Germany about possible limitations on Teheran’s nuclear programs
have broken down. Seals on the Iranian
nuclear site at Natanz have been broken as
its scientists prepare to resume “research”
while the Islamic republic’s leaders insist
on their inalienable right under the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT)
to develop nuclear power for peaceful
purposes. Mohammad ElBaradei, head
of the International Atomic Energy
Agency has testified that he cannot confirm that Iran is not seeking to develop
nuclear weapons, and compounding
Western fears, Iran’s new prime minister has denied the Holocaust of Jews and
threatened to “wipe Israel off the map.”
The Bush Administration is pressing to
bring the issue before the United Nations
Security Council, having urged sanctions
in the past and insisting that “all options”
remain on the table, even as it asserts that
it is not now considering military action.
What sense can be made of it all?
Iran does not yet have nuclear weapons. Some scientists believe that if
becoming a nuclear power is Teheran’s
goal, it could be achieved within two
years, while the West’s “intelligence” services report that it would take three to
five years or more before Iran could have
a nuclear weapon.
Tragically, this crisis is an example of
the truism that one reaps what one sows.
It is a mistake to view this as simply an
Iranian-generated problem. Iran received
nuclear technology, training, and materials from the United States when Iran
was ruled by the Shah. The situation has
been greatly compounded by US regional
hegemony in the Middle East which has
been enforced by at least ten US nuclear
threats, beginning in 1946 and continuing through George W. Bush’s implied
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threats on the eve of the 2003 invasion of
Iraq. The tension is compounded by the
nuclear hypocrisy of the United States and
other nuclear powers which have insisted
that non-nuclear nations abide by the
provision of the NPT, while they nearly
flaunt their own resistance to fulfilling
their NPT Article 6 obligations to eliminate their nuclear arsenals. Unfortunately,
both the clerical regime in Teheran and
Kim Jung Il in Pyongyang are on solid
legal ground when they assert their right
under the NPT to enrich uranium for
production of energy (not weapons) production.
In this increasingly dangerous situation, the “West” needs to take a deep
breath and be rather more imaginative
in its diplomacy than it has been so far.
Joseph Rotblat, the one senior scientist
to quit the Manhattan Project for moral
reasons, and later a recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, posed the options clearly
years ago: Humanity can either eliminate all the world’s nuclear weapons, or
we will see their global proliferation, and
apocalyptic wars will follow. The boldest
move that George Bush could make now
would be to announce that together with
Russia and China the US will be convening a gathering of the most senior officials
of the declared and non-declared nuclear
powers — including Israel — to negotiate
a time-bound and completely verifiable
nuclear weapons convention to eliminate
nuclear weapons. That announcement
should be linked to an appeal to Iran,
North Korea, and all other nations exploring the development of nuclear weapons
to freeze their programs — with IAEA
monitoring — while the negotiations
among the nuclear powers proceed.
The US should state publicly that there
is little chance of preventing other nations
in the Middle East from going nuclear
until Israel dismantles its secret nuclear
weapons arsenal in a verifiable manner.
Privately, Democratic and Republican
US leaders should communicate to all of
the Israeli candidates for prime minister
that if Israel does not move toward com-

Speak out Against Military
Action on Iran
Friends Committee on National
Legislation, 245 Second Street NE,
Washington, DC 20002; 202-5476000; for more information, visit
www.fcnl.org
Call your Senators and Representa–
tives and let them know that you
are are concerned that Bush and
his advisors are planning some
form of military action against Iran
in 2006.
Urge them to speak out against any
administration effort to justify military action against Iran and to vote
against any measure that could be
construed as an authorization to use
military force.

plete nuclear disarmament, the US will
sharply cut back on its economic and diplomatic assistance.
Will these steps be taken? Very unlikely!
But unless they are, after the crisis with
Iran — whatever its outcome — we will
face similar crises with twenty or more
other nations.

What to Expect
A more likely approach is that, with
or without UN sanction, the Northern
powers and their allies will do what they
can to further disengage from Iran and to
isolate it economically while encouraging
Russia and China — important suppliers
and markets for Iran — to take the lead in
brokering an agreement, much as China
has done in the Six Party Talks with North
Korea. There is, however, no guarantee
that this approach will succeed.
The US is now pressing the IAEA to
refer Iran to the UN Security Council
where the US and the Europeans will
argue for economic sanctions, and it will
be the Russians and Chinese who determine whether such sanctions have the
imprimatur of the UN.
Meanwhile, the US will accelerate and
deepen its efforts to engineer “regime
February 2006
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change” through covert means. Planning
for a possible military strike — aerial
bombardments, possibly including tactical nuclear weapons — against Iran’s
nuclear infrastructure will deepen.
Just as India, Pakistan, North Korea,
and Israel secretly developed nuclear
weapons, there is a strong chance that
within a decade Iran will emerge as
nuclear power. The Iranian President’s
rhetoric about eliminating Israel makes
this a particularly horrifying prospect, but
we should not forget that under the current US Nuclear Posture Review Russia,
China, North Korea, Iran, and Syria are
explicitly threatened as targets of the US
nuclear arsenal. And President Chirac
has just embraced a first-strike nuclear
policy in the event of terrorist attacks
against France.
Will the US, Britain, or Israel attack
Iran? Here in the United States there are
credible reports that planning for military strikes against Iran began early in
2004 and is well advanced. There are also
credible reports that these attacks could
take place before the end of March of this
year. At the same time, popular wisdom is
that the dispersal of the elements of Iran’s
nuclear program over more than 250 sites
means that such attacks would ultimately
be ineffective as a means of halting Iran’s
development of nuclear weapons.
We should remember that even the
use of so-called “conventional” weapons
against nuclear reactors would be a form
of nuclear war, spreading radiation across
populated areas and poisoning thousands,
if not millions, of people.
Finally, it should also be anticipated
that if the United States attacked Iran, it
would lead to widespread reprisals across
the Islamic world and to countless devastating terrorist attacks against the United
States and its allies. Hopefully this reality
is being considered in the highest councils
of power in Washington, and in corporate
boardrooms across the planet.
The seeds of this frightening situation
were planted before many of us were born.
And it will take wisdom and commitment
from the world’s peoples and governments
to see humanity through its nuclear crisis
— of which Iran is but the newest incipient dimension.
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Peace in Action on the Gulf Coast
Lisa Graustein is a Boston-area educator and Quaker youth pastor.
During the ﬁrst week of December, I
spent a week helping with Katrina relief
work along the Alabama coast and in
New Orleans. I worked with a number of
different organizations — groups of local
residents, national church groups, and
Habitat for Humanity. Every place I went,
I was instantly put to work, the need for
volunteers with any kind of skills — from
carpentry to care management — was
so desperate. Three months after the
ﬂooding, tent and trailer villages were
common, elders with disabilities struggled to get in and out of FEMA trailers,
and garbage was piled high along roads.
In much of the area, water was undrinkable and there was no electricity.

we were there to work and the women
in charge knew best what that work was.
I heard no one question, challenge, criticize, undermine, evaluate, ignore, or
disrespect these women. This meant
that work happened effectively and efﬁciently.

Long-term survival is the focus

Yet the model of rebuilding that is happening at the grassroots level, often
supported by national church disaster
relief workers, is one of peace in action.
Here are the successful principles I saw
at work.

I spent a day doing site assessments for
the Lutheran Disaster Service in Bayou
Le Batre, Alabama. These workers
instructed me to catalogue all needed
repairs, irrespective of what was Katrinarelated and what was not. The goal was
to work with people to improve the quality of their lives and their ability to care
for themselves and each other. In this
particular area, the entire local economy (which was based on shrimping) is
now destroyed, and it is adequate and
healthy housing which will determine
people’s ability to survive.

Resources reach people immediately

People reach out to one another

Mama D, a New Orleans community activist who never left the house
her grandparents built despite fourfoot-deep waters, runs a community
rebuilding project out of her basement.
Neighborhood residents can come by
any time to get cleaning supplies, food,
water, clothing, housewares, news, volunteer labor, or a meal. There is always
a place to sit and get warm by the ﬁre.
There are no papers to bring, forms to ﬁll
out, lines to stand in, or proof of anything
required. People are treated honestly
and with respect. In a decimated and
empty neighborhood, Mama D’s provides respite and security. It is central,
accessible, and respectful, and in turn
creates safety, order, and hope. In my
short time at Mama D’s, I saw almost as
many people bring resources as come to
take resources.

Workers respect local authority
Most of the volunteers I worked alongside were white. Most of the people
running the organizations and efforts
we were working for were women of
color. There was an understanding that

The other volunteers I met came from all
over the country, ranging widely in age,
background, and experience. Everyone
brought their own skills — carpentry,
case management, physical strength,
pastoral counseling, organizing, cooking, prayer — and all were put to use. We
learned from each other. The message
was clear that while our government and
media had forgotten the Gulf Coast, the
people of this country hadn’t.
While we cannot control the weather,
we must change the systems that kept
people in the Superdome, that allow for
unpotable water and no electrical supply in some neighborhoods months after
a disaster, and that push all this quickly
from the front page of national news.
Poverty, racism, and classism are rampant in all our communities. Those of us
who are white or moneyed have a particular responsibility to get over our race
and class blinders and privilege, and
work in cross-class and interracial coalitions ﬁghting for justice and equality in
housing, education, and the criminal justice system.
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Water Buffalos in Air-Conditioned Rooms
Natassia Pura is a Thai American activist
currently working on post-tsunami rehabilitation and development in Thailand.

around the world, accompanied by
demands for plans of action. So what
happens when you combine millions in
foreign money, very little time, and an
organization that prides itself on taking
a local, sustainable approach to development in its own country?
In the past year we as a global community have witnessed enough natural
disasters to know how the decisions of
a few people with enough power under
pressure can seriously influence the
nature and outcome of assistance — both

As a Peace and Justice Studies major in
the US, I learned about the importance
of partnering with local communities in
development work — indeed, this principle was underscored time and time again.
It was given special emphasis when placed
in an international context, because this is
when differences in history, culture, and
politics can produce tensions between
those trying to help and
those receiving help. I
sometimes secretly wondered why researchers felt
the need to emphasize this
point so much. My line of
thinking was, of course, we
cannot simply impose our
beliefs about what makes a
better life on people who
may have experienced reality very differently. Any
person or organization that
neglects local participation and conditions must
either have other interests
at heart or be truly oblivious. It must be as simple
as that.
After graduating in
May 2005 I accepted my
first job at one of the A school “lunch farm” in Thailand. Photo: Alex Duke
most well-known NGOs in
Thailand. This NGO is admired for its in the emergency phase and during the
community-based methodology and its long-term recovery period. One thing
innovative means of doing outreach and that rarely changes is that the people
mobilizing the real targets of assistance whose lives have been drastically altered
(mostly poor Thais living in rural areas) have insufficient control over what kind
to help themselves and their neighbors of external support they will receive —
in the long-term. In addition, it remains or the strings that will come attached.
one of the most successful locally-based Those struggling to regain what is lost
non-profit organizations to practice from the little that used to exist lack time
NGO sustainability by operating a sep- or energy to cogitate about the perceived
arate business arm whose profits fund a value of their choices and their right to
large portion of its social programs.
self-determination. Many just accept that
After the 2004 tsunami in Southeast they can only expect so much from govAsia, aid agencies and non-profit groups ernments that marginalize them and from
had to act fast as cash flowed in from strangers of different tongues who break
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promises or dispense hundreds or thousands of what isn’t needed.
Hence the growing opinion that the
closest you can come to serving real
needs is to join or channel efforts through
local, experienced organizations which
can establish long-term relationships
with the affected communities. Our
NGO attracted a lot of foreign donors
who, to use a Thai expression, did not
want their money spent by “water buffaloes in air-conditioned rooms.” In other
words, they trusted us to know the right
approach because of our
history of working out in
the field and for the people. Our organization also
attracted many foreign volunteers and staff, myself
included (although I am
half Thai and bilingual),
because we wanted a firsthand experience of genuine
community development.
By January 2005, our
NGO executives proposed
a model for post-tsunami
rehabilitation to be applied
systematically in 80 target
villages. With more time,
community-led and personalized assessments for
individual villages could
have been facilitated prior
to this stage, but the donors
were knocking on our door
and everyone else’s, demanding to see
comprehensive disaster-relief plans that
would be worthy of their cash. Our project attracted a lot of attention for some
key features: democratically elected committees to represent each community;
establishment of local village banks and
mechanisms for micro-credit finance;
women’s empowerment through loans for
income generation; village youth governments to train future locally-based change
agents. The approach was designed to
be holistic and integrated — addressing issues of livelihood recovery, skills
and capacity building, health and enviFebruary 2006
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ronment, gender equality, democracy,
and community empowerment. It is visibly different from free distribution of
survival necessities and other livelihood
assets, or the rebuilding of infrastructure. This is because in order for the
project to realize its ultimate goal —
sustainable development — it depends
upon the understanding and cooperation of Thai villagers from its inception.
Donors cheer at the concepts we convey
in our PowerPoint presentations. Very
often they read the proposals written by
foreign staff in English, and the checks
follow quickly.
Yet proposals are the words brought
by the messengers who help convey and
sell ideas — the ideas of people who may
be visionary leaders in the development
field but who, alas, have not been toiling
in the field for quite some time. I am not
crying “water buffalo” — indeed, given
my relatively comfortable position within
the project structure, I have no right. But
as one of the few messengers to have frequent contact with all players (donors,
NGO executives and directors in headquarters, field/operations staff, and Thai
community members), I quickly learned
some things about the real world versus
the theories in a university classroom.
Human choices to resist or conform are
determining factors in how the infallible
plan plays out. And even in a grassroots
NGO like this one, with a project that
is crafted with the utmost consideration
for community participation and longterm self-sufficiency, we are subject to
the influence of internal hierarchies and
silent codes of NGO-donor interaction.
So, is identifying a local partner
organization enough to guarantee sustainability? One of our projects which
receives much attention is our school
lunch farms. This project is presented
as a long-term solution to lack of nutrition in children that allows a school to
generate income independently through
selling crops or animals, and feed its students simultaneously. Certainly there
are incredibly successful farms that have
brought teachers, parents, students, and
community closer in the process. Yet in
all successful cases, there has been a delicate, often difficult, process of securing
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unyielding commitment from schools to
the long-term goal. There have also been
times where there was not enough time to
go through a typical preparation process
and schools selected for farms had never
even been visited or consulted before
being assigned to donors. On one occasion, I had about one day in the field to
explain to donors that the schools they
were scheduled to visit had not even heard
about lunch farms, and at the same time,
ask schools if donors could visit them in
a few hours to offer them farms even if
they wanted libraries and computer labs. I
chose to tell the truth to both sides, matters worked out, and now all schools are
preparing their lunch farms. But how will
the pressure that accompanied this beginning – with no time for consideration,
and millions of Baht already in the bank
— affect the schools’ sense of investment,
and how many farms will continue flourishing a few years from now?
Donors underestimate the power
they have to hinder the natural progression of community-based development
— particularly when the donors are multinational businesses professing corporate
social responsibility, and when the donors
come from foreign “developed” nations.
For in trying to foster project ownership
and tangible benefits for real people who
have little decision-making power (relative to those helping them), the more
visible task for those at an NGO’s headquarters is to accommodate those with
the money so they do not have to stray
too far out of their comfort zones. After
all, what can be bestowed can be easily
taken away. Information must be brought
to donors perfectly packaged in their
language and marketed to their lived
experience.
The alternative — that a donor go to
the community for a week, listen and
learn from the planning or preparation
phases — might seem unrealistic. But
consider this. Donor visits occupy more
our field staff for more than one-third of
their time. Most of the time these visits
occur in the context of monitoring and
scrutiny, as opposed to trust-building
between donor and community prior to
project inception. It is inevitable that in
a process where donor and recipient have

no direct contact until after the project is
underway, community voices will be lost,
misunderstood, or diluted.
When an organization becomes large
and spread-out enough, it will ultimately
adopt the red tape and hierarchical structure that makes recent Peace and Justice
Studies graduates groan. Sometimes
to save face between our superiors and
donors, we accept the immediate assignments delegated from above and the
meaning of what we are doing becomes
displaced. In the office, we write anything
that sells in the name of the “community”
though we may not know the name of a
single person in that village. In the field,
we drive donors toward their sponsored
village on short notice, all the while formulating a defense for the deviations
made from headquarters’ plans. Such is
the reality, until those with the power
to give also choose to get the full-body
experience of the development work they
are enabling. Only then will they understand that they are lending assistance to
other humans like themselves — not to
a project plan on paper — and that in
this process there are ambitions, competition, sacrifices, conflicts, and joys. Hands
shaken in meeting rooms do not guarantee open arms as opposed to raised fists.
Having seen communities risk losing assistance in order to stand by their
choices, I know that I too have the beauty
of choice, and that it is my responsibility
to exercise it. So I choose when to accommodate a donor and when to ask for
patience and open-mindedness. I choose
when to adapt to my superiors’ desires
and when to present my objections and
alternatives. I choose when to be silent in
order to keep field staff morale high and
I choose when to be vocal so they know
what’s being decided for or above them.
I choose when to promote a project idea
with a Thai village elder, school teacher,
or youth and when to sit back and listen
to why they think it won’t work or have
more important things to think about.
It is in thoughtful choices that community members’ needs and interests are
expressed, even when they are not present
at the final moments of decision-making.
It is also in these choices that I remember
who I am, and why I am an activist.
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Decolonizing our Minds and Hearts
Wendy Sanford is currently serving as
presiding clerk of Friends Meeting at
Cambridge in Massachusetts. Vision Lines:
Native American Decolonizing Literature,
poems and prose pieces by Deidra Suwanee
Dees. Available for $12.95 + $2 s&h
from TA Publications, PO Box 22583,
Minneapolis, MN 55422.
As a blond, blue-eyed, slender woman
of Protestant European descent, I have
worried little about assimilation in my
life. I belong to a group in US society to
which others struggle to assimilate — or
struggle not to.
And yet… One afternoon a few years
ago my lover Polly walked down our
Cambridge sidewalk beside me in her
recently cropped hair, her jean jacket and
jaunty, boyish cap. Suddenly, she looked
more butch than I felt I could bear.
Before I knew it, I had recoiled, pulling
at least a foot from her side, nearly stepping out into the street to get away. Even
I, then, have known the pull of assimilation, how internalized self-hatred makes
you recoil from yourself or from someone you love.
In the poetry and prose of a Native
American woman who knows this territory well, I have found both a telling
critique of the dynamics of assimilation,
as well as resources for healing.
The cover photograph of Vision Lines:
Native American Decolonizing Literature
shows Muscogee writer Deidra Suwanee
Dees dressed in a Euro-American suit,
white oxford shirt, and tie — all connoting assimilation to the nth degree. Yet she
also wears a beaded necklace and earrings
she crafted from hand-carved buffalo
bone and horn to represent “the enduring power and strength of indigenous
peoples.” Daughter of a white mother
and Poarch Muscogee (Creek) father,
Ms. Suwanee Dees bridges two worlds
in person and in word. The poems and
prose pieces in this chapbook lift up the
beauty and pain of her biracial family and
Muscogee heritage; they probe issues of
assimilation, and give eloquent voice to
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the “decolonizing” mind and heart.
Dees feels the pull of assimilation
from outside herself, as in “ Waters
of Assimilation”: “assimilation flows
over/ my soul carrying/ shiny attractive
things/ … appealing pieces of/ glitter —
/ european clothing /religion /language/
capitalism/currency…should i go with it/
or should i fight against it?” In “Labeled,”
she evokes the origins of the internalized
oppression that can move a person to try
to fit in:
i was
not
born
biologically
savage
until you
taught
me
i was

Assimilation also threatens from
within, as she expresses in this excerpt

from the poem “Inferior Epistemologies:”
[We]
look wrong
act wrong
talk wrong
worship wrong
smell wrong
think wrong
trying our damnedest
to be like you

In “Adopting the Weapons of the
Oppressor,” she shows that a whole people can take in the poison:
… our enemy no longer white —
Muscogee
battles Muscogee
we learn
to destroy ourselves

Finally, in “Assssimilation,” Dees
names a dilemma she wrestles with as an
academic:
… just finished writing
a kick-ass article exposing
the evils of
assimilation,
oak trees reverberated,
‘if your people had not
learned to
assimilate,
you would not exist,’
troubled
wondering
did assimilation save us?
rewriting
the article

Deidra Suwanee Dees. Photo: Sherri
Martin

Resources for sur vival abound
in this short chapbook. Expressing
righteous anger is one. This excerpt
from “Brownskin Babies of Manifest
Destiny” is sharp with her anger:
“… You killed my grandmother/ to stop
future brownskin babies/ from being
born… You drink in a cup of jesus/ on
Sunday/…How fat you have grown/ on
juices of jesus,/ manifest destiny,/ and
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brownskin babies.”
Incisive social critique is another
resource for survival, as in this excerpt
from “Find another earth”: “… nasa space
ships —/ rich white boys’ toys;/ if they
find/ another earth,/ they’ll do to them
what/ they did to us”
In the long poem “I want to ride a
fast horse: Theoretical Reconstruction of
American History,” Dees’s social critique
is bracing, dazzling. Here is a section that
feels especially relevant post-Katrina:
… I want to ride a fast horse
to Gulf Shores, collecting rent
from tower dwellers living on my real
estate;
I want to ride a fast horse
to the Library of Congress, burning
worthless
whiteman words in treaties that were
never honored;
I want to ride a fast horse
into your history of archeology before
you plowed up
my grandmothers and built a golf
course….

The wisdom of the Muscogee elders
is another resource to which Dees turns
for survival. Here, Mrs. Roberta McGee
Sells lifts up Muscogee values that stand
in stark contrast to those of the dominant
culture: “When a white family put someone out, then they would come to the
Indians and Indians wouldn’t turn them
out. The Indians would always take them
and treat them like good people… I know
several whites that our people took care
of… You’re going have to face all of that
one day — how you treat people” (from
the prose piece “The Colonized Helps the
Colonizer”).
A final resource, and one that Dees
sinks back into for sustenance when she
returns home from years spent acquiring a Masters degree and (in 2006) a
Doctorate in Education, is the beauty of
the natural world: “…I watched the gods
of nature dance before the stars just like
they danced before my grandmothers a
thousand years before.”
Suwanee Dees has returned to her
home and her nation, bringing tools she
has gathered in academia. She is preparing for leadership if called. I recommend
her chapbook to all.
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In Honor of Vine Deloria, Jr.
(1933-2005)

Reprinted with permission from the Denver/
Boulder Chapter of the American Indian
Movement of Colorado, 303-832-2544
The great indigenous visionary, philosopher, author, and activist Vine Deloria,
Jr. passed over to join his ancestors today,
November 13, 2005. Our thoughts and
prayers go to his wife, Barbara, to his children and his other relatives. The passing
of Vine creates a huge intellectual and
analytical void in the native and nonnative worlds. He will be greatly missed.
It is appropriate to reflect on the
meaning of Vine’s contributions to indigenous peoples’ resistance, and to reflect
on our responsibilities to maintain and
to advance the lessons that Vine gave
to us. It is safe to say that without the
example provided by the writing and the
thinking of Vine Deloria, Jr., there likely
would have been no American Indian
Movement, there would be no international indigenous peoples’ movement as
it exists today, and there would be little
hope for the future of indigenous peoples
in the Americas.
Vine Deloria, Jr. was a true revolutionary when he wrote Custer Died for
Your Sins in 1969, the first of his scores
of books and scholarly articles. He had
the courage and the vision to challenge
the dominating society at its core. He was
unapologetic in confronting the racism of
US law and policy, and he was prophetic
in challenging young indigenous activists
to hone their strategies:
He was our elder statesman and mentor.
We share this passage from Custer
Died For Your Sins as a reminder of our
responsibilities, and to ensure that we
are more deliberate and strategic in our
resistance.
Ideological leverage is always superior
to violence.... The problems of Indians
have always been ideological rather than
social, political, or economic... [I]t is
vitally important that the Indian peo-

ple pick the intellectual arena as the one
in which to wage war. Past events have
shown that the Indian people have always
been fooled by the intentions of the white
man. Always we have discussed irrelevant
issues while he has taken our land. Never
have we taken the time to examine the
premises upon which he operates so that
we could manipulate him as he has us.
— Custer Died for Your Sins:
An Indian Manifesto

We also offer this relevant passage
regarding the example of the great Oglala
Lakota leader Tashunka Witko (Crazy
Horse):
Crazy Horse never drafted anyone to
follow him. People recognized that what
Crazy Horse did was for the best and was
for the people. Crazy Horse never had
his name on the stationery. He never had
business cards. He never received a per
diem. Until we can once again produce
people like Crazy Horse all the money and
help in the world will not save us. It is
up to us to write the [next] chapter of the
American Indian upon this continent.”

For many of us, Vine was a contemporary Crazy Horse. Perhaps we squandered
his time with us. We took him for granted,
and assumed that he would always be with
us. Now, the question is not only will we
produce more Crazy Horses, but will we
produce more Vine Deloria, Jr.s?
Vine, we will miss you, but we will continue your work toward freedom for native
peoples everywhere. Mitakuye Oyasin.

Changing Your Address?
Please e-mail pwork@igc.org, or
send us a postcard at
Peacework, AFSC,
2161 Mass. Ave.,
Cambridge MA 02140
to tell us your new address so we can
make sure you don’t miss an issue!
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Weekly Boston Area Protests Against
the US War in Iraq: Sundays, Peace Vigil,
Noon-1:30, Cambridge Common, Mass Ave &
Garden Street; Mondays, Peace vigil, 5:30-6:30
pm, intersection of Mass. Ave. & Pleasant St in
Arlington Center, arlingtonUJP@yahoo.com;
Tuesdays, United for Justice & Peace, Boston
Copley Square Vigil 5:30-6:30 pm; Hingham
Peace Vigil, the corner of North St & Fearing
Rd, 11:30-noon, the South Shore Peace Forum,
southshorepeace@earthlink.net; Wednesdays,
Harvard-Cambridge Walk for Peace, Noon at
Harvard Yard at John Harvard statue, www.
interuniversitycoalition.org, Thursdays,Vigil
Against the War, Newton, MA, 4-5 pm, Newton
Center at the corner of Center & Beacon
Streets; Newton Dialogues
Feminism and Dessert, Tues, 2/7, 7 pm;
What could be better than smart talk, swell
people & sweet food? Join us for this monthly
service of engagingly informal talks about
subjects that impact our daily lives. Feel free to
bring your dinner; dessert is on us! Center for
New Words (CNW), 7 Temple St., Cambridge
MA; New Voices Open Mic, 2/22; 7 pm;
Supportive literary open mic for women & their
allies, held the third Friday of every month. All
genres welcome. 5 & 10 minute slots available.
Sign up at 7:15; start at 7:30; $5 at the door;
Mary Daly, 2/23, 7 pm; Daly, the author of
Beyond God the Father, & The Church and the
Second Sex, explores the visions of Matilda
Joslyn Gage, the 19th century philosopher;
Women, Action & The Media: Making
Noise, Making Change; 3/31–4/2/2006;
MIT’s Stata Center, Cambridge, MA; keynote
Speakers: Farai Chideya, Maria Hinojosa,
Caryl Rivers; This year’s conference will bring
together more than 300 participants for over
two days of meeting, discussing, & exchanging
our observations, ideas, experiences, opinions,
& tools for change — & to plan together for
action. CNW, 7 Temple St, Cambridge, MA;
617/876-5310; cnw@centerfornewwords.org;
617/876-5310; www.centerfornewwords.org
Studying Young Writers’ Diaries Of
The Holocaust Workshop; 2/15, 46:30pm; Alexandra Zapruder’s award-winning
book, Salvaged Pages:Young Writers’ Diaries
of the Holocaust, is dramatized in the MTV
documentary I’m Still Here. Through the film
& portions of the book, we’ll explore the
power of personal testimony & the integration
of literature & history through the study of
individual diaries. New study guide available
at www.facinghistory.org; No Fee, RSVP to
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Princess Johnson, princess_johnson@facing.
org, Facing History and Ourselves International
Headquarters, 16 Hurd Road, Brookline, MA
02445
In Their Own Words: Iraqi
Perspectives on the Occupation, Sun,
2/19, 1-3 pm; Independent journalist Brian
Conley presents video interviews with Iraqis;
Donations help Brian return to Iraq in March
for the 3rd anniversary of the start of the War,
see www.aliveinbaghdad.org; Morrell Meeting
Room, Curtis Memorial Library, 23 Pleasant
Street, Brunswick, ME; co-sponsored by Greater
Brunswick PeaceWorks & the Maine Chapter of
the Women’s League for International Peace &
Freedom; for more info, Kate Harris, 207/8336569, kate@earthlovers.org
Maine War Tax Resisters Annual
Workshop and Meeting, 2/25 (snow date:
2/26); morning workshops, afternoon planning,
10 am-3 pm, Peace and Justice Center of
Eastern Maine, 170 Park St., Bangor, Maine WTR
Resource Center, 207/525-7776 or invert@
acadia.net

GATHERINGS
Who Wants to Hear Our Story?: A
media Symposium, Washington DC; March
2-3, 2006; The goal of this symposium is to
engage more journalists; legislators, academics,
& religious organizations in issues affecting
indigenous people; Cosponsored by Friends
Committee on National Legislation (conference
coordinator), American Indian Policy & Media
Initiative, Americans for Indian Opportunity,
American Friends Service Committee, Call
to Renewal, Honor Our Neighbors’ Origins
& Rights (HONOR), Institute for Tribal
Government, The Interfaith Alliance, National
American Indian Housing Council, National
Council of Churches, National Indian Child
Welfare Association, National Indian Council on
Aging, National Indian Health Board, National
Native American Families Together, National
Urban Indian Family Coalition, Native American
Journalists Association, Native American Rights
Fund; sign up at www.fcnl.org/nativeam, or email pat@fcnl.org
International Peace Research
Association Biennial Conference:
Patterns of Conflict, Paths to Peace,
6/29-7/3/2006; University of Calgary, 1833
Crowchild Trail NW, Calgary, Alberta, Canada;
403/220-6229; info@IPRA2006.com; www.

ipra2006.com
War Resisters’
International
Conference,
Globalizing
Nonviolence, 7/237/27; Schloss Eringerfeld, Paderborn, Germany
Counterposing the perspective & values of
nonviolent people’s power to those of global
financial institutions, transnational corporations
or governments, we’re building a movement
of globalization from below; War Resisters’
International, 5 Caledonian Road, London N1
9DX, Britain, +44 20 72784040
registration@globalisingnonviolence.org, www.
wri-irg.org
Voices for Creative Nonviolence:
The Winter of Our Discontent, 2/153/19/2006; Washington DC direct action
campaign to protest the Iraq occupation & war;
Iraqis continue to die by the tens of thousands,
the death toll of US soldiers tops 2000, billions
spent on occupation while virtually nothing is
spent on reparations or reconstruction, join in
civil disobedience, fasting & lobbying to demand
an end to economic & military warfare against
Iraq;VCNV, 1249 W Argyle St #2, Chicago IL
60640; 773/878-3815; info@VCNV.org; www.
VCNV.org
Quaker Initiative to End Torture has
formed a steering committee & is planning the
program for a conference to be held at Guilford
College In Greensboro NC, 6/2-6/4/06; to
share the news & get involved, visit www.home.
ix.netcom.com/~quit

OPPORTUNITIES
I Dream a World: Youth Art Contest;
an opportunity for youth, ages 14-20, to
produce works of art that express their
thoughts on justice, nonviolence & capital
punishment; submissions accepted: 2 & 3
dimensional artwork; electronic media; written
word; performance; photography; First place/
second place in each media $200/$50; entries
must be post-marked by 5 pm, March 1, 2006;
cosponsored by AFSC & the Connecticut
Network to Abolish the Death Penalty; more
information & submission forms, www.afsc.
org/ct/idream.htm
Before You Enlist!, a video work-inprogress by Telequest Inc, in partnership with
Veterans for Peace & AFSC is seeking Iraq or
Afghan war vets who wish to share their stories
of recruitment as compared to actual wartime
experiences; also seeking donations & videotape
pre-orders; Telequest Inc, 66 Witherspoon
St #383, Princeton NJ 08542, 609/430-3004,
enlist@telequestinc.com
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GI Resistance Oral History Project in
cooperation with Quaker House, a 35 yearold military counseling service in Fayetteville
NC; soldiers, veterans, family, anti-war activists
& others who have been affected by the Iraq
War are encouraged to share their stories for
this oral history project; Betsy Brinson, Ph.D.,
project director, oral historian; 804/353-1711,
brinson422comcast.net
The Meg Perry Memorial Fund,
donations sought in memory of the People’s
Free Space organizer & Gulf Coast mutual aid
worker who was killed in a bus accident in New
Orleans; Donations for hurricane survivors &
other work that Meg supported. Donations can
be sent to the Meg Perry Memorial Fund, c/o
Key Bank, 172 Maine St., Brunswick, ME 04011

Campaigns
Student Week of Action, 3/13-3/17;
Students Say NO to War in Iraq; College Not
Combat; Troops Out Now; Campus Antiwar
Network, RecruitersOut@yahoo.com, www.
campusantiwar.net
Nationwide Call for a Week of Local
Action to End the War on Iraq, 3/153/22; Three Years Too Many; End the War on
Iraq; Bring All the Troops Home Now; United
for Peace with Justice, PO Box 607, Times
Square Station, NY, NY 10108, 212/868-5545,
www.unitedforpeace.org/article.php?id=3172
Global Call for Nonviolent Civil
Resistance to End the U.S.-Led
Military Occupation of Iraq, 3/19-3/20,
First Day of International Actions, the third
anniversary of the invasion of Iraq; The second
International Day, 5/1, May Day, the International
Day of the Worker; The third International
Day, 8/9, the 61st anniversary of the US nuclear
bombing of Nagasaki, Japan — to demand an
end to US proliferation of nuclear weapons
of mass destruction & an end to US state
terrorism in Iraq; The fourth International
Day, 9/11, the 5th anniversary of the 9/11
terrorist attack on the US — to commemorate
& deplore that horrible act of violence & to
denounce the terrorist violence which the
US government is inflicting on Iraq under the
false pretense of the “war on terrorism;” If
necessary, we will continue with the Fifth Day
on 12/10, International Human Rights Day. (it’s
a Sunday, so legal demonstrations on 12/10,
civil resistance actions on 12/11, similar to the
situation of 3/19–3/20); Global Call to Action,
dm@aglobalcall.org ,Voluntown, CT, USA, www.
aglobalcall.org/
The Control Arms Campaign, Existing
arms controls are powerless to protect
innocent civilians, according to a recently
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released report on the impact of arms transfers
to Haiti, Democratic Republic of Congo &
Sierra Leone by Control Arms Campaign,
Oxfam International, Amnesty International &
International Action Network on Small Arms;
The UN is preparing a conference on small
arms in June, 2006. “…The world has a choice.
Either it continues to ignore the massive human
cost of arms proliferation or it finally acts to
control the arms trade,” said Barbara Stocking,
Director of Oxfam. “No one but a criminal
would knowingly sell a gun to a murderer….”
For an online copy of the report visit the CAC
website at www.controlarms.org/downloads/
index.htm

myth of regime invulnerability)
Stitched Up: How those imposing
unfair competition in the textiles
and clothing industries are the only
winners in this race to the bottom;
Low prices offered by Chinese manufacturers,
due to exploitation of workers & repression
against labor activists, are used by employers &
governments worldwide as a pretext for forcing
terrible working conditions & low salaries
on workers & intensifying repression against
trade unions; available for free download from
the International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions, www.icftu.org

RESOURCES

Campaign to Stop Rollback of
MA Emissions Regulations

Doctors Without Borders: Top Ten
Under-Reported Humanitarian
Stories of 2005; 1) Extreme deprivation
& violence endured by millions in the Congo;
2) Chechen civilians caught in the crossfire
between Russian Federation forces & Chechen
armed groups; 3) Haitians trapped by violence
since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was
pressured into exile in 2004; 4) near-total lack
of R&D into tools to help HIV/AIDS patients
living in poverty, e.g. the urgent need for a test
for tuberculosis for HIV infected patents &
diagnostic tools & treatments for infants with
HIV; 5) Civilians in India’s northeastern Assam
& Manipur states suffer recurring outbreaks of
political violence; 6) In Sudan, one year after
peace agreement between government & the
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), those
most affected by the 20 year conflict are still
living under abysmal conditions; 7) 14 years
of conflict in Somalia has lead to the collapse
of public health structures & absence of
health care services; 8) In Colombia violence
continues to be the leading cause of death as
military, paramilitary, & armed guerrillas fight
against the backdrop of the narcotics trade; 9)
People in northern Uganda have suffered nearly
20 years of brutal conflict, including attacks
by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA); 10) The
war that started in the Ivory Coast in 2002
has resulted in thousands of civilian deaths
& hundreds of thousands made homeless;
for the full report visit the DWB site, www.
doctorswithoutborders.org/publications/
reports/2006/top10_2005.html

Excerpted from an action alert by
Mass Climate Action

On Strategic Nonviolent Conflict:
Thinking about Fundamentals, by
Robert Helvey, Albert Einstein Institution, 2004,
pp178, downloadable for free from http://www.
aeinstein.org/organizations/org/OSNC.pdf;
Successful nonviolent action campaigns against
repressive regimes pose dilemmas to the
regime which they cannot win (e.g. nonviolent
demonstrations which, if the regime attacks,
the government loses support of critical
constituencies, & if they don’t it undermines the

The Massachusetts State Legislature
passed a ﬁrst-in-the-nation regulation (MA regulations 310 CMR 7.29)
in 2001 that will, starting in 2006,
cap carbon-dioxide emissions at the
state’s largest and oldest power plants.
According to Marc Breslow of the
Mass Climate Network (MCN), however, Governor Romney is attempting
to gut the regulations by allowing
power plant owners to buy emissions
offsets “not only in the northeast US
but anywhere in the world.”
Breslow is concerned that the proposed changes “would remove the
local health and economic beneﬁts from actually cleaning up power
plants in the state.”
The Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) is holding public hearings on the regulations this
month.
The DEP hearings will be held in:
Salem - February 15, 6 pm
Holyoke - February 16, 6 pm
Sandwich - February 16, 6 pm
Somerset - February 23, 6 pm
Written comments can be made
through March 6, 2006 to: Sharon
Weber, Department of Environmental
P r o t e c t i o n , B u r e a u o f Wa s t e
Prevention, One Winter Street,
Boston, MA 02108, Sharon.Weber@
state.ma.us.
Mass Climate Action, 86 Milton St.,
Arlington, MA 02474, 781/643-5911,
www.massclimateaction.org
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Three Years Too Many: End the War
A Call for a Week of Local Action March 15-22, 2006
United for Peace and Justice, PO Box
607, Times Square Station, NY NY
10108; 212/868-5545; www.unitedforpeace.org

new people into this movement. We
encourage groups to plan educational
events and protest actions, including
vigils, marches, rallies, nonviolent civil
disobedience and other creative activities and to publicize them by listing

against the war
• highlight attacks on civil liberties
• address corporate accountability
• demand that all US troops be
brought home now!

March 19th will mark the third anniversary of a war that never
In the coming weeks, UFPJ
should have happened —
will provide resources and
a war which continues to
materials to support local
devastate the lives of thougroups, and we will update you
sands, both in Iraq and the
with news about organizing
United States.
efforts around the country and
United for Peace and
from around the world.
Justice joins our partThe war has already cost
ners in the global antiwar
well over $200 billion in US
movement in calling for
taxpayer money, and there is
a massive outpouring of
no end in sight. At the same
opposition to the war in
time, the people of Louisiana,
Iraq. We are urging oppoMississippi, and Alabama have
nents of the war to organize
yet to receive the resources
a wide array of events in
they need to recover from
their hometowns for the
Hurricane Katrina and comentire week surrounding
munities around the country
this anniversary. As imporare impacted every day by
tant as our periodic large Fayetteville, North Carolina, March 2004. Protest to end the
drastic cuts in social spendnational gatherings are, we Iraq war. ©2006 Diane Greene Lent/www.dianegreenelent.com ing. And the war has brought
believe it is vital that we
new assaults on civil liberties
bring antiwar sentiment
and democratic rights.
out into the streets of every commuthem on the UFPJ website calendar.
Visit our online peace group direcnity around the country.
Plan an action or event that will:
tory to find an organization in your
Our national coalition will help
• expose the local costs of the war
area that you can work with to plan
local groups organize a range of events
• support the growing movement
March 15-22 events.
and activities throughout the week of
against military recruitment
Let us work together to make this
March 15-22, with the goal of bringing
• pressure elected officials to speak out
the last anniversary of this war.
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